
CABINET MINISTERS
l Kirodi Lal Meena
l Gajendra Singh Khimsar
l Rajyavardhan S Rathore
l Babulal Kharadi
l Madan Dilawar
l Jogaram Patel
l Suresh Singh Rawat
l Avinash Gehlot
l Joraram Kumawat
l Hemant Meena
l Kanhaiya Lal Choudhary
l Sumit Godara

‘Bhajan' Council of Ministers expanded, trust 
on new faces more than experienced ones

Aishwary Pradhan, Yogesh Sharma, Pankaj Soni, Naresh 
Sharma, Nirmal Tiwari, Dr Rituraj Sharma, Vinod Singh 
Chouhan, Shivendra Singh Parmar and Laxman Raghav

Chief Minister 
Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma on Saturday 

undertook the first ex-
pansion of his Council of 
Ministers. Governor 
Kalraj Mishra adminis-
tered the oath of office 
and secrecy to 12 cabinet 
and 10 state ministers 
and 5 state ministers (In-
dependent charge) in a 

ceremony held at Raj 
Bhavan. After a long 
brainstorming, CM sur-
prised everyone by giv-
ing 17 MLAs a chance to 
become ministers for the 
1st time. In most shock-
ing decision, CM played 
a master stroke by mak-
ing Surendra Pal Singh 
TT candidate from 
Karanpur, a minister. TT 

has been a minister ear-
lier also but contrary to 
expectations, he has been 

included in Council of 
Ministers. There are now 
25 members in Council 

of Ministers. According 
to rules, a maximum 30 
mins can be made.   P3,8

Governor administered oath to 
12 cabinet, 10 state ministers 
and five state ministers with 

Independent charge

In a surprise move, Surendra 
Pal Singh TT, BJP candidate 

from Karanpur, was 
also made a minister in 
the Bhajan Lal Cabinet

Governor Kalraj Mishra, CM Bhajan Lal Sharma, Deputy CMs Diya Kumari and Prem Chand Bairwa along with the Council of Ministers (see box), after oath-taking ceremony at Raj Bhavan in Jaipur on Saturday.    SANTOSH SHARMA

REGIONAL BALANCE IN 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Regional balance 
has also been 
kept in mind in 

names included in Council 
of Ministers. The BJP has 
also tried to focus on giv-
ing representation to the 
LS seats. On analysing the 
Cabinet, one can see that 
17 LS constituencies have 
been covered. 

COMPLETE SOCIAL 
ENGINEERING 

Social engineering 
has been kept in 
mind during the ex-

pansion. Under this, 3 MLAs 
from 3 tribes, 3 Rajputs, 4 
Jats, 2 Brahmins, 3 SCs, 1 
MLA each from Mali, Gurjar, 
Kumawat, Sikh, Rawat, Pa-
tel, Dhakad, Vishnoi, Devasi 
& Jain communities have 
been included. 

NOW TWO WOMEN IN 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Only one woman 
MLA — Manju 
Baghmar — could 

get a place in the expan-
sion of the Council of 
Ministers on Saturday. 
Now there are two women 
in the Bhajan Cabinet. 
Dr Manju Baghmar is the 
most educated with a PhD 
and has been a professor.
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IN BRIEF
Sudhansh Pant to be 
new CS of Rajasthan
Jaipur: The Centre on late 
Saturday issued order of 
repatriation of 1991 batch 

IAS officer
Sudhansh 
Pant to Ra-
jasthan. End-
ing all specu-
lations, a con-

sensus was made on Pant’s 
name. Hence, it is con-
firmed, Pant will become 
new Rajasthan CS.  P3

Putin’s NY message to 
Prez Murmu & PM Modi
New Delhi: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin con-
veyed his New Year greet-

ings to Presi-
dent Droupa-
di Murmu 
and PM Nar-
endra Modi 
on Saturday. 

He emphasised that rela-
tionship between India and 
Russia has been progress-
ing dynamically.

Consecration of Lord 
Ram idol, sign of India’s 
rise, says HM Amit Shah

New Delhi: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah 
attended Smriti Mahotsav 
at Swaminarayan Gurukul 
Vishwavidya Pratisthanam 
(SAGVP), in Ahmedabad, 
Saturday. Addressing the 
event, Shah said that the 
consecration of Lord Ram 
idol, beginning of ‘Amrit 
Kaal’ not coincidence; 
sign of India’s rise.  P5

l TEMPLE TOWN GETS A NEW LOOK! l PRELUDE TO PRAN PRATISHTHA ON JAN 22 

‘Vishwaguru’ Modi on ‘Ram Path’!
Moni Sharma and

Dimple Sharma

Ayodhya

With less than a month to 
go for the Ayodhya Ram 
Temple inauguration on 
January 22, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi ar-
rived in the temple town 
on Saturday. PM Modi 
also inaugurated and laid 
the foundation stone of 
multiple development 
projects worth more than 
`15,700 crore. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Prime Minister, 
while expressing delight 
to be in Ayodhya Dham, 
noted the fervour and en-
thusiasm in the holy city 
during his roadshow. He 
said that “the world is ea-
gerly waiting for 22nd 
January. I am a devotee 
of every particle and per-

son of India, I too am ea-
ger” for the day of Pran 
Pratishtha at the upcom-
ing Ram Temple.

PM Modi noted the 
significance of 30th De-
cember as Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose unfurled 
tricolour on this day in 
Andaman in 1943. “On 
such an auspicious day 
associated with the free-
dom movement, today 
we are carrying forward 
the resolve of the Amrit 
Kaal”, he added.

 FULL REPORT ON P5

PM MODI’S HEARTWARMING DETOUR: TEA 
STOP AT UJJWALA BENEFICIARY’S HOME 

PM Modi on Saturday 
visited the house of an 

Ujjwala scheme benefi ciary 
and had tea at her resi-
dence during his Ayodhya 
visit. The woman is the 10 
croreth benefi ciary of the 
PM Ujjwala Yojana, which 
provides free LPG connec-
tions to women from below-
poverty-line households.

I was 
overjoyed, 
never did I 

imagine that 'God' 
would visit my 
home like this. My 
happiness was 
beyond control.
BENEFICIARY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi relishes tea at house of a 
Ujjwala Yojana benefi ciary in Ayodhya on Saturday.

AYODHYA GETS 
MEGA FACELIFT...
l Redeveloped Ayodhya 
Railway Station inaugurated

l Modi throws open the 
Maharshi Valmiki Airport 

l PM Modi fl ags off 2 Amrit 
Bharat, 6 Vande Bharat trains

MODI
SPEAKS

l “Light Shri Ram Jyoti” on 
Jan 22 in every household

l For security and logistics 
reasons, plan your visit to 
Ayodhya only after Jan 22

l There was a time Lord Ram 
was ‘living under a tent’, now 

he will get a concrete house 
like four crore poor people

l Celebrate the grand Ram 
temple with a huge campaign 
of cleanliness at pilgrimage 
sites across the country from 
January 14, Makar Sankranti

A RAM MANDIR MIRACLE

PM MODI SHOULD 
BE AWARDED BHARAT 

RATNA: DR CHANDRA
Aditi Nagar

New Delhi

he dawn of 2024, just hours 
away, marks the dawn of com-
pletion of a 500-year-old dream 

of crores of Indians as the much-awaited 
‘Pran Pratishtha’ of Ram Lalla at Ram 
Mandir in Ayodhya takes place on Janu-
ary 22, 2024. 

At this historic moment, Dr Jagdeesh 
Chandra, CEO and Editor-in-Chief 
Bharat24, CMD First India News & First 
India, put forth his proposal that PM Nar-
endra Modi should be awarded the 
Bharat Ratna, the highest civilian award 
of India for Modi’s leading and principal 
role in the completion of the dream of 
Ram Mandir at Ayodhya. Under his stal-
wart leadership, the dispute, which was 
the cause of enmity among the 2 com-
munities has come to an end and an era 
of solidarity and togetherness, not just in 
Ayodhya but in the entire nation, is now 
rising as we enter 2024.

Speaking on the completion of this 
‘dream’ of the nation, Dr Chandra said 
that everyone in the nation is elated on 
the fulfillment of this dream and every-
one should come together to build the 
nation and take it forward.

“Today, the entire nation is talking 
about the completion of this dream and 
Modi’s relentless efforts in this direction. 
It was a dream for crores of Indians which 
Narendra Modi has fulfilled. In my opin-
ion, Modi should be honoured with the 
highest civilian honour of the land —
Bharat Ratna — as it would symbolise 
sentiments of the nation and the general 
public and would be a recognition of an 
individual who has served the nation to 
the epitome of service,” Dr Chandra said.

T

PM Narendra Modi visits 
Lata Mangeshkar chowk 

in Ayodhya, stands before 
40-feet long Veena, 

on Saturday.
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Celebrating
 New Year’s Eve!

MINISTERS OF STATE
(Independent charge)
l Sanjay Sharma
l Gautam Kumar Dak
l Jhabar Singh Kharra
l Surendra Pal Singh TT
l Heeralal Nagar

MINISTERS OF STATE
l Otaram Dewasi
l Manju Baghmar
l Vijay Singh Choudhary
l KK Bishnoi
l Jawahar Singh Bedam
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INCREASED TOURIST FOOTFALL

Wildlife tourism boom on New Year
Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur

his year, on 
New Year’s 
Day, visitors 

preferred the forest over 
other destinations. Popu-
lar travel destinations in-
clude Jawai, Khin Sar, 
Amagarh, Kumbhalgarh, 
Ranakpur, Sariska, Jha-
lana, and Ranthambore.  
The Lion Safari, Ele-
phant Village, and Naha-
rgarh Biological Park are 
all packed. As of Decem-
ber 24th, the state’s for-
ests are full. Fifty percent 
of those who visited the 

state for tourism said 
they favored wildlife 
tourism. Up until January 
2, all of the nature resorts 
situated within and sur-

rounding the woodland 
will be fully booked. The 
capital’s tourism sector is 
booming right now. 
Bookings for travel agen-

cies come in constantly. 
Intense hotel celebration 
preparations. A cocktail 
party, dance, and other 
activities are planned.

Ziauddin Khan

Jaipur

A yellow alert has been 
issued by the Meteoro-
logical Department in 
many parts of the state, 
as the entire state is 
wrapped in a blanket of 
fog. There will be rain in 
four districts, while fog 
will cause trouble in six 
districts. A fog alert has 
been issued in Bharat-
pur, Dholpur, Jhunj-
hunu, Karauli, Churu, 
and Nagaur. Alongside, 
the possibility of light to 
moderate rain in many 
parts of the state on Sun-
day is foreseen. There 
may be rain in many 
districts including Jai-
pur, Jodhpur, Kota, and 
Udaipur divisions. Cold 
may increase in the 
state due to falling mer-
cury on the first day of 
January 2024.

The maximum tem-
perature of Jaipur set-
tled at 13 degrees Cel-
sius on Saturday. In Bi-
kaner, the maximum 
temperature stood at 12 
degrees Celsius at 10:30 
am on Saturday.

Apart from Rajasthan, 
the weather department 
has issued a “cold-day” 
alert and said “dense  
to very dense fog” is 
likely to be witnessed in 
Delhi-NCR for the next 
two days.

First India Bureau

Jhalawar

A 22-year-old youth 
Anudit Gautam died due 
to a heart attack in 
Ukraine on 22 Decem-
ber. The young man was 
studying MBBS in 
Ukraine. He was about 
to return to India after 
completing his studies 
on January 11, but be-
fore that, he was struck 
by death. After the death 
of Anudit Gautam, who 
was studying in Ukraine, 
his body reached Jhala-
war. It took 8 days for 
the body of the young 
doctor to complete the 
entire process and on 29 
December, the body was 
brought to Jhalawar, 
where his last rites 
would be performed.

He was studying 
MBBS and lived in 

Chernivtsi city of 
Ukraine. Anudit’s father 
works as an Accounts 
Officer in the Jhalawar 
Collectorate, while his 
mother Sanyogita Gau-
tam is a teacher. Gau-
tam’s family lives in the 
Housing Board Colony 
of Jhalawar. 

First India Bureau

Abu Road

At the Akrabhatta Gov-
ernment Hospital on De-
cember 29, 23-year-old 
Sonia gave birth to twins. 
However, the mother 
passed away, and the 
baby too. The irate rela-
tives charged Dr. PN 
Gupta and his assistants 
with being careless. They 
declined to move the 
body because they were 

inert. It was the second 
doctor’s appointment, 
according to Dr. PN Gup-
ta. Since it was an emer-
gency, he had checked 
the patient the following 
day in good faith. The 
deceased’s relatives de-
manded that the medical 
board of district-level 
doctors inspect the body 
and that legal action be 
taken against those who 
killed the patient via 
negligence.

Vimal Kothari

Jaipur

In a major setback, there 
is a decline witnessed in 
the export of gems and 
jewellery. Whereas,  the 
trend of improvement in 
the export of coloured 
gems continues. There 
was a total decline of 
4.52 per cent in the coun-
try in November. Despite 
this, exports of coloured 
gems increased by 7.50 
per cent last month. The 
coloured gems worth Rs 
186.03 crore were ex-
ported in November this 
year, whereas, coloured 
gems worth Rs 173.05 
crore were exported in 

November last year i.e. 
2022. The country’s ma-
jority of colourful gems 
are processed in Jaipur. 
At the national level, 
gems and jewellery were 
exported worth Rs 
19018.18 crore in No-
vember.

In November 2022, 
exports worth Rs 
19917.73 crore were re-
corded from the country. 

A sharp decrease of 37 
per cent is seen in silver 
jewellery exports com-
pared to last year. Com-
pared to Rs 2058.25 crore 
as of November 2022, 
the export of silver jewel-
lery in November 2023 
was Rs 1296.63 crore. 
There was also a decline 
of 9.65 per cent in the ex-
port of diamonds last 
month this year.

Sunil Sihag

Sri Ganganagar

Union Law Minister Ar-
junram Meghwal 
reached Sri Ganganagar 
on Saturday. During this, 
he addressed a press con-
ference and said that af-
ter the formation of the 
BJP government, the de-
velopment works in the 
state will accelerate. He 
also stated the target of 
taking the economy of 
Rajasthan to 350 billion 
dollars has been set. 

“Now BJP govern-
ment has been formed in 
Rajasthan. BJP govern-
ment will fulfill its pledge 

given in Rajasthan. For 
the first time, the econo-
my has been touched in 
the resolution letter. If the 
economy picks up, new 

employment opportuni-
ties will open and Rajas-
than will move forward 
rapidly on the path of 
progress,” he said.

First India Bureau

Dholpur

A twenty-year-old was dis-
covered dead and hanging 
from a Neem tree in Salepur 
hamlet, within the boundar-
ies of Sampau police sta-
tion. The body is stored in 
the mortuary since it cannot 
be recognized. Officer Ba-
bulal Meena and the police 
station supervisor When 
Harbhan Singh arrived at 
the scene, he reported that 
the girl’s body was hanging 
from a tree branch.

Hukum Singh

Sikar

Rajasthan’s Anti Gang-
ster Task Force (AGTF) 
has carried out a major 
action in the Ranoli police 
station area of Sikar dis-
trict. Five miscreants of 
Mintu Modasia gang op-
erating in the border area 
of Haryana-Rajasthan 
have been caught with 
two illegal weapons and 
six cartridges. The team 
has also seized a Scorpio 
vehicle. The arrested 
criminals were Surendra 
Prajapat (26), Dinesh Jat 
(26), Mandeep Jat (27), 
Rajesh Jat (30) and Satpal 
Jat (31). Police received 
info that some miscreants 
of the Mintu Modasia 
gang were moving from 
Jaipur towards Sikar to 
commit a major crime.

Popular travel destinations include Jawai, Amagarh, Kumbhalgarh, 
Ranakpur, Sariska, Jhalana, Ranthambore & others are all packed.

Anudit Gautam
Police investigate the matter on Saturday.

  Representational

Arjun Ram Meghwal at Scheduled Caste conference at Sri 
Karanpur on Saturday.

Visibility was severely impacted in several areas of the State as 
dense fog engulfed the Pink City in the early hours and maximum 
temperature was recorded at 13 degrees Celsius on Saturday.

Miscreants in police custody in Sikar on Saturday.

As of Dec 24, the state’s 
forests are full. 50% of 

those who visited the 
state for tourism said 
they favored wildlife 

tourism. Up until Jan 2, 
all of the nature 

resorts will be fully 
booked. The capital’s 

tourism sector is 
booming right now 

He was about to 
return from Ukraine 
after completing his 

studies on Jan 11

T

There will be rain in 5 districts, while fog in 6 districtsCOLD WAVE ALERT

Dense fog engulfs the State amid 
yellow alert, rain in 4 districts

  SANTOSH SHARMA & MUKESH KIRADOO 

SEVERAL FLIGHTS DELAYED FROM JAIPUR 
INT’L AIRPORT DUE TO DENSE FOG

Jaipur: Several flights were delayed from the 
Jaipur Airport on Saturday again due to dense 
fog. There has been shadow fog at Jaipur 

airport since last two days, with visibility on the runway 
falling to as low as 140 meters. Due to low visibility, 
the schedule of many flights got disturbed, while the 
departure of Vistara flight UK-566 Jaipur-Mumbai was 
delayed. The flight from Jaipur to Mumbai at 6:30 in 
the morning could not take off due to this.

Five miscreants of Mintu 
Modasia gang arrested

CRIME 
ROUNDUP

ACCUSED SEEKING RANSOM OF 1 CR HELD IN JPR

BODY OF AUTO DRIVER FOUND ON RLY TRACK

Jaipur: The Jaipur Police have arrested a miscre-
ant for allegedly demanding a ransom of Rs 1 crore 
from a jeweller by posing as a member of Lawrence 

Bishnoi’s gang. Police informed the 
accused, identified as Devraj alias 
Devendra, called the victim from 
jail and threatened him with dire 
consequences if money was not paid. 
“A case was registered in Vidhyadhar 
Nagar Police Station and teams were 

formed to nab the accused. The accused was arrested 
from Ajmer jail and is being interrogated,” police said.

Jaipur: On Friday afternoon, Amitabh, an auto 
driver, was discovered dead and severely disfig-
ured on the Jaipur railway track. Amitabh received 

a threat at his residence from Rahul Rajvanshi. The 
deceased’s family members demonstrated on Friday night 
by surrounding the Ramnagariya police station. 

PASSENGERS BEAT 
DRUNK ROADWAYS BUS 
CONDUCTOR IN BHILWARA

CASE REGISTERED 
AGAINST TEACHER FOR 
FIRING GUNSHOTS

YOUTH TAKEN INTO 
POLICE CUSTODY FOR 
RAPING MINOR 

Bhilwara: After 
consuming alcohol, 
the bus conduc-

tor caused chaos. Twenty 
people were transported by 
the conductor from Beawar 
to Badnore without tickets. 
An inebriated conductor was 
beaten up by passengers. 
After a lengthy conversation 
with the police, the situa-
tion settled down, and the 
conductor was given instruc-
tions before departing for 
Bhilwara. The police were 
called to the scene when the 
situation did not improve.

Hanumangarh: At 
the Bhuranpura 
teacher retirement 

celebration, there was an 
aerial fire. It is stated that 
the fire event occurred 
almost one month ago; yet, 
Tehsildar Harish Kumar 
filed a case. A complaint 
was made against Hussain 
Khan, a teacher at 13 RWD. 
The incident occurred 
during the code of conduct 
one month ago.Section 
144 violation and case filed 
under the Arms Act Talwara 
Lake Police Station.

Jhunjhunu: Ajay 
Singh, the accused 
in the kidnapping 

and rape of a minor via 
deceit, has been taken into 
custody by the Jhunjhunu 
Sadar Police. The kid-
napped girl has also been 
taken into custody by the 
police. According to police 
officer Dilip Singh, a resident 
of the police station area had 
complained on Dec 24 about 
his daughter’s absence from 
home on Dec 23, claiming 
to be heading to school, but 
she never showed. 

Body of MBBS student 
reaches Jhalawar

Pregnant woman & her 
twins die in Abu Road

Rajasthan’s economy will reach 
350 billion dollars, says Meghwal

21-yr-old girl’s body 
found hanging from 
tree in Dholpur

Gem, jewellery exports decline; 
export of coloured gems increase
There was a total 
decline of 4.52 per 
cent in the country 
in November



SUSPENSE ENDS OVER NEXT CS OF RAJASTHAN! 

Sudhansh Pant will be the new CS
Manoj Mathur

Jaipur

fter the forma-
tion of the new 
government , 

now it is the turn of Ra-
jasthan’s bureaucracy to 
get a new head. 

Names of half a dozen 
senior IAS officers were 
in the race for the new 
Chief Secretary. The 
Centre, however, ended 
suspense late Saturday 
by issuing order of repa-
triation of 1991 batch 
IAS Sudhansh Pant to 
Rajasthan.

“The Appointments 
Committee of the Cabi-

net has approved repa-
triation of Shri Sud-
hansh Pant, IAS 
(RJ:91), Secretary, De-
partment of Health and 
Family Welfare, Minis-
try of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare to his parent 

cadre on the request of 
Government of Ra-
jasthan,” read the order. 

The official sources 
said that the order to ap-
point him the new Chief 
Secretary of Rajasthan 
were likely to be re-

leased late Saturday 
night.

The tenure of current 
Chief Secretary Usha 
Sharma is to end on De-
cember 31. On Saturday, 
a day before her retire-
ment, Usha Sharma, as 
Chief Secretary, com-
pleted an important pro-
gram like expansion of 
the State Council of 
Ministers. 

Earlier, the names of 
senior IAS V Srinivasan, 
Rohit Kumar Singh, 
Sanjay Malhotra, 
Shubhra Singh and 
Rajeshwar Singh were 
also doing the rounds for 
the post. 

A
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IPS Utkal Ranjan Sahoo 
takes charge as acting DGP

Shivendra Singh Parmar

Jaipur

Senior IPS officer Utkal 
Ranjan Sahoo took 
charge as acting Director 
General of Police of Ra-
jasthan at police HQ  here 
on Saturday.

The 1988-batch IPS of-
ficer, who is currently the 
director general of Ra-
jasthan home guards, 
took additional charge 
after DGP Umesh Mishra 
took voluntary retirement 
on Saturday.

After assuming the 
charge, Sahoo said that 
based on instructions and 
priorities of the state gov-
ernment, the police force 
would work towards pre-
venting crime against 
women, gang war and 
cyber crimes.

The acting DGP said 

effective action will be 
taken against gangsters, 
those involved in cyber-
crimes and crimes against 
women.

Senior police officers, 
including Director Gen-
eral (Law and Order) Ra-
jeev Sharma, Director 

General (Cyber Security) 
Ravi Mehrada, Addition-
al Directors General San-
jay Agarwal, Govind 
Gupta, Anil Paliwal, San-
jib Narzary, Vishal Bansal 
and VK Singh were pre-
sent at police headquar-
ters to welcome Sahoo.

Utkal Ranjan Sahoo speaking 
with the media along with 
Rajeev Sharma and Ravi 
Mehrada. (Inset) Utkal Ranjan 
Sahoo assuming office.

Piyush Goyal, interacting with 
public in Udaipur on Saturday.

Piyush Goyal 
engages with 
villagers, stresses 
on Govt schemes

Ravi Sharma & Gopal Lodha

Udaipur/Gogunda

Piyush Goyal, Union 
Minister of Industry and 
Commerce, Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Civil 
Supplies, visited Gogun-
da on Saturday. He 
reached the coronation 
site of Maharana Pratap 
in Gogunda and paid flo-
ral tributes at the statue 
and paid homage to him.
Goyal also reached Mor-
wal village located in 
hilly area of Gogunda.

  Kamal Kant

Jaipur

The Supreme Court 
Collegium has recom-
mended the transfer of 
Justice Shree Chan-
drashekhar, acting 
CJ of  Jharkhand HC, 
to Rajasthan HC. The 

file has 
been sent 
to the 
C e n t r a l 
Govern-
ment.

Justice Chandrashek-
har was born on May 
25, 1965 and did LLB 
from Campus Law 
Centre, Delhi Univer-
sity in 1993. 

He was appointed 
Additional judge  
in Jharkhand High 
Court on 17 January 
2013 and became per-
manent judge on 27 
June 2014.

Bhanwar S Charan

Kota

In the midst of his par-
liamentary constituency 
tour, Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla met with 
members of the public at 
the camp office in Shak-
tinagar. Birla’s top pri-
ority is to learn about the 
hopes and dreams of the 
people and work to-
wards realizing them. 
Birla also took part in 
the Developed India 
Sankalp Yatra in Ajanda. 

Legal reshuffe: 
Raj HC may get 
a new judge 
from Jharkhand

LS Speaker Om 
Birla on Kota visit

CM to get a permanent 
Principal Secretary soon

First India Bureau

Jaipur

There may soon be a 
permanent appoint-
ment to the post of 
Principal Secretary to 
Chief Minister Bhajan 
Lal Sharma. At pre-
sent, T Ravikanth, 
Principal Secretary of 
the Medical Education 
Department, has been 
given a temporary 
charge of the post.

The names of IAS 
officers Naresh Pal 
Gangwar and Sid-
dharth Mahajan, who 
are on deputation in 
Delhi, are doing the 
rounds for the post 
while the name of 
Alok Gupta is at the 
forefront among the 
IAS officers present in 
Rajasthan. Gangwar 

of 1994 batch is Ad-
ditional Secretary in 
the Ministry of Forest 
and Environment and 
Siddharth Mahajan of 
2003 batch is Joint 
Secretary in the Lok 
Sabha Secretariat. 

Alok Gupta has the 
responsibility of Prin-
cipal Secretary of  
Administrative Re-
forms Department of 
Rajasthan.

Administrative Change

FI TOON

SHEKHAR

CM Bhajan Lal Sharma

A GLITTERING OATH CEREMONY
New cabinet of CM Bhajan Lal Sharma took oath on Saturday at the Raj Bhavan, 

which was attended by several public representatives and members of bureaucracy 

Satish Poonia and Rajendra Rathore. Nauksham Chaudhary
Kailash Choudhary 
& KK Bishnoi. Biju George Joseph

  SANTOSH SHARMA

Usha Sharma, Utkal Ranjan Sahoo and Mahaveer Prasad Sharma, 
Hemant Priyadarshi, Hemant Gera and Abhay Kumar.

Diya Kumari greets CP Joshi.Vasudev DevnaniChandrashekhar and Arun Singh

Prem Chand Bairwa

Sudhansh Pant

Names of half a dozen 
senior IAS officers 

were in the race for 
the new CS. Centre 

late on Saturday 
issued order of 

repatriation of 1991 
batch IAS Sudhansh 

Pant to Rajasthan

Pant likely to join on Monday morning



two wars are 
identical. My 
observations 
of the three 
wars of 

2020s (Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia, Ukraine War con-
tinuing for over 22 months 
and Israel – Palestine con-
flict since October 23) re-
veal insights into the chang-
ing nature of warfare, the 
impact of new technologies 
influencing it and the new 
dimensions of strategies 
adopted by the military and 
political leadership to pro-
long the war if an immedi-
ate solution for victory is 
not imminent.

The war of Europe and 
Middle East have broken 
many mistaken beliefs. An 
anti-thesis to common myth 
that there is no place for sus-
tained and extended wars in 
a world of economic inter 
dependency has established 
itself into the domain of 
new and emerging concepts 
of strategies and mindset 
about future conflicts.

War in Europe has shown 
unique and new dimension 
of multi-domain warfare. 
While on one side, super 
power Russia pressed into 
action its conventional fire 
power along with the tools 
of hybrid war, on the other 
side, Ukraine has very sa-
gaciously responded to 
Russian onslaught by inte-
grating its conventional 
forces, special forces and 
irregular forces with inno-
vations to suit the battle-
field conditions. Though, 
the ground operations are 
restricted to Ukrainian soil 
yet, a numerically weaker 
and technologically inferior 
Ukraine has held on for 
over 650 days.

In my opinion, all mili-
tary conflicts reach a water-

shed moment where crucial 
turning points decide a shift 
during combat. Russia 
faced it on 13th September 
23, when Ukraine struck 
Sevastopol, the home to the 
Black Sea fleet of Russia. 
Ukraine’s perfect and bold 
audacity of striking Rus-
sian fleet by missiles and 
speed boats rattled Russian 
leadership to shift base to 
Novorossiysk. The so-
called super power’s Black 
Sea fleet was pushed into a 
retreat by a small country 
that hardly had a navy in 
existence.

Now, reading the war in 
middle East, Israel the su-
perior side, depended only 
on technology in the initial 
period and disregarded the 
boots on ground. Without 
acknowledging that tech-
nology can never substitute 
HUMINT when fight is 
against terrorism. Had Is-
rael integrated human and 
technological intelligence, 
it wouldn’t have failed to 
know about Hamas’s prep-
arations for war. 

Consequently, if we talk 
of India, our all wars were 
dependent upon imported 
equipment and arsenal. Can 
this system continue in the 

present where a shift in the 
geopolitical landscape is 
forcing the world for such 
futuristic battle zones 
which will be less domi-
nated by conventional am-
munition and more contin-
gent with Advanced Digital 
Technologies. 

So, the question arises, 
what India needs to do to 
dominate its enemies on the 
Western, Northern & North 
Eastern borders? As an ana-
lyst of military affairs, I 
would suggest a four-
pronged strategy to ensure 
a win win situation. Firstly, 
we need to restructure and 
review our command-and-
control system to amalgam-
ate the hybrid war into it? 
As on today, India lacks the 
ability to merge and mix 
hybrid elements with con-
ventional forces. We need 
to identify all elements of 
national resources that can 
be leveraged to fight future 
wars under one platform of 
military command.

Secondly, Drone war-
fare and counter-drone ca-
pabilities are two sides of 
the same coin. We not only 
need capabilities of state-
of-the-art armed drones; 
we also need to build upon 

counter drone capabilities 
to protect various assets on 
ground. Drone and counter 
drone formations should 
be made an integral part of 
our military Command 
structure. 

Thirdly, to secure com-
munications during war 
and peace time we must 
develop our own semicon-
ductors Industry. Or else, 
the systems will remain 
vulnerable to foreign influ-
ences when we need them 
the most. Also, time has ar-
rived for India to have its 
servers on home land in-
stead of allowing vital data 
migration to a foreign dom-
inance. 

Lastly but not the least, 
the Israel war demonstrates 
that an astounding 1 is to 4 
death ratio between soldiers 
and officers is needed to 
lead and win a war if unem-
powered, poorly trained and 
not so motivated group of 
Agniveers (conscripts) is to 
be taken to war. Therefore, 
the authorities that may be 
should ensure a very high 
degree of motivation, dedi-
cation and patriotism 
amongst officer cadre and 
consider every change criti-
cally before breaking the 
time-tested traditions and 
customs of armed forces.

 In future-gazing, India 
needs to focus on technol-
ogy as the main element to 
shape our capabilities of 
influencing the character of 
future battles. Greater in-
vestments in Make in India 
will make the armed forces 
future-ready and the do-
mestic production of weap-
ons will ensure uninter-
rupted supply of war re-
sources in a prolonged and 
sustainable war.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 
THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

What we are today comes from our 
thoughts of yesterday, and our present 
thoughts build our life of tomorrow: 
Our life is the creation of our mind. 

BUDDHA

RECENT WARS AND 
INFERENCES FOR INDIA

In my opinion, all military conflicts reach a 
watershed moment where crucial turning 
points decide a shift during combat. Russia 
faced it on 13th September 23, when Ukraine 
struck Sevastopol, the home to the Black Sea 
fleet of Russia. Ukraine’s perfect and bold 
audacity of striking Russian fleet by missiles 
and speed boats rattled Russian leadership to 
shift base to Novorossiysk

IN-DEPTH

CONFLICTS, RESILIENCE, 
TRANSFORMATION 
MARKED THE YEAR 2023

RELIGION PLUS PROGRESS
A PERFECT POLL PITCH

onflicts and disruptions marked the year 
that’s waving us good-bye. Gaza has seen 
thousands being felled by bullets and bombs. 

The Ukraine war has resulted in human casualties 
besides supply disruptions throwing several econo-
mies out of gear.

Reflecting on 2023 unveils a tapestry woven with 
significant events and transformative moments. Not 
only conflicts, the global community navigated the 
ongoing challenges of the pandemic, witnessing 
strides in vaccination campaigns and continued adap-
tation to the evolving landscape of health and safety.

Nationally, political landscapes shifted, with elections 
and policy changes shaping the trajectory of governance. 
Economic recoveries, environmental initiatives, and 
technological advancements like artificial intelligence 
marked pivotal strides towards a future that balances 
progress with sustainability. Cultural milestones were 
achieved, and diverse voices found resonance in conver-
sations around social justice and inclusion.

As we await 2024, these collective experiences 
offer both lessons and inspirations for the journey 
that lies ahead. Tomorrow is always looked towards 
with hope of peace, happiness and fulfillment. So it 
is with 2024!

C

rime Minister Narendra Modi has revealed a 
transformed Ayodhya, presenting a sight unfa-
miliar to many long-time residents and visitors. 

The old structure has given way to a revamped railway 
station adorned with captivating murals, aligning with 
the newfound grandeur characterizing other parts of the 
sacred city, including the majestic Ram temple. Notably, 
the skillfully designed Maharishi Valmiki Airport now 
graces the landscape, a testament to the commitment of 
the Modi and Yogi Adityanath administrations to en-
hance infrastructure. The once narrow and dusty roads 
of Ayodhya Dham have been expansively widened, 
aligning with the gov-
ernment’s vision to 
facilitate smoother 
movement for both 
people and vehicles. 
Undoubtedly, this de-
velopment will sig-
nificantly boost reli-
gious tourism.

The Prime Minister 
consistently keeps 
South India in focus, 
boasting some of In-
dia’s most splendid 
temples like Tirupati 
and Meenakshi. The 
intricately designed 
doors of the Ram tem-
ple and the idol of 
Ram are being crafted 
by skilled artisans in 
the southern region, 
utilizing locally 
sourced wood. In Var-
anasi, the Kashi-Tamil 
Samagam stole the 
spotlight. While some may attribute this attention to the 
BJP’s effort to bridge the political north-south gap, it’s 
undeniable that South Indians, alongside Bengalis and 
Gujaratis, constitute a significant portion of religious 
tourists. Modi’s dual emphasis on religious and infra-
structure development is poised to resonate more than 
the Hum Taiyar Hain slogan. The political dynamics are 
likely to shift further in favour of the BJP after the formal 
opening of the Ram temple on January 22. The Opposi-
tion should also take note of Modi’s relatable meeting 
with a Ujjwala beneficiary over a casual cup of tea.

P

Modi’s dual emphasis 
on religious and 
infrastructure 
development is poised 
to resonate more than 
the Hum Taiyar Hain 
slogan. The political 
dynamics are likely to 
shift further in favor 
of the BJP after the 
formal opening of the 
Ram temple on 
January 22. The 
Opposition should 
also take note of 
Modi’s relatable 
meeting with a Ujjwala 
beneficiary over a 
casual cup of tea

Col Anupam 
Jaitly (R)

The writer is defence 
expert, motivational 

speaker and corporate 
trainer

NO

The contribution of Veer Surendra Sai, Udanth Sai, 
Dhruv Sai, Ujjag Sai, Prithil Sai, Jajjag Sai, Medini Sai, 
Kolabira Zamindar Karunakar Singh Naik, Madho 

Singh, Kunjal Singh, Ari Singh, Beri Singh and Hate Singh of the 
Ghos Zamindar family for the protection of the motherland 

is extraordinary. Because of the sacrifice of these 
fighters, today our country India has emerged 

as a superpower and is moving forward on the 
path of developed India.

Dharmendra Pradhan@dpradhanbjp

14 crores in five decades. 18 crores 
in a decade! And out of these 18 crore 
gas connections, more than 10 crore 

connections were given free of cost to the poor 
under the Ujjwala scheme! Today, PM Shri @
narendramodi ji has strengthened his family 
relationship by drinking tea at the house of the 

10 croreth beneficiary of #PMUY in Ayodhya.
Hardeep Singh Puri 

@HardeepSPuri
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4-PRONGED 
STRATEGY

We need to restructure 
and review our command-

and-control system to 
amalgamate the hybrid 

war into it? As on today, 
India lacks the ability to 

merge and mix hybrid ele-
ments with conventional 

forces. We need to identify 
all elements of national 

resources that can be lev-
eraged to fight future wars 

under one platform  
of military command.

Drone warfare and 
counter-drone capabilities 
are two sides of the same 

coin. We not only need 
capabilities of state-of-

the-art armed drones; we 
also need to build upon 

counter drone capabilities 
to protect various 

assets on ground. 

To secure communications 
during war and peace time 
we must develop our own 
semiconductors Industry. 
Or else, the systems will 

remain vulnerable to  
foreign influences when 
we need them the most. 

Israel war demonstrates 
that an astounding 1 is 

to 4 death ratio between 
soldiers and officers is 

needed to lead and win 
a war if unempowered, 
poorly trained and not 
so motivated group of 
Agniveers (conscripts) 

is to be taken to war.
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Dimple Sharma

Ayodhya

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said here on Satur-
day that the strength of 
vikas’ (development) and 
virasat’ (heritage) would 
take India forward.

Modi arrived in this 
temple town to unveil a 
new look old’ city with an 
airport, a revamped train 
station and projects worth 
Rs 15,700 crore ahead of 
consecration of Ram tem-
ple next month, his day an 
artful blend of heritage, 
culture and development.

Addressing the meeting 
after inaugurating the Ma-
harshi Valmiki airport and 
the redeveloped station 

named Ayodhya Dham 
from where he flagged off 
two Amrit Bharat and six 

Vande Bharat trains, some 
virtually, Modi said the 
strength of vikas’ (devel-

opment) and virasat’ 
(heritage) would take In-
dia forward.

EXECUTION OF GST CASES

CBIC gives relief to GST officials
Vimal Kothari

Jaipur

wo days later, 
the Central 
Govt has de-

cided to provide some 
relief to the GST officials 
who are struggling to 
clear the pending cases of 
the GST law. The Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes 
and Customs, on the rec-
ommendation of the GST 
Council, has decided to 
once again extend the 
deadline for the financial 
year 2018-19 and finan-
cial year 2019-20.

Now non-fraud cases 

pending under GST law 
can be resolved by 
30.04.2024 and 
31.08.2024 respectively. 
However, this order will 
not have any impact on the 
fixed deadline for the fi-
nancial year 2017-18 and 
in the cases of pending 
GST cases of the financial 
year 2017-18, the GST of-
ficers will have to issue 

orders only till 31.12.2023.
As per the notification 

number 56/2023-Central 
Tax issued by the Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes-
CBIC on Thursday night, 
such cases of GST law 
for the financial year 
2018-19 and financial 
year 2019-20 were recov-
ered from the assessing 
officers under Section 73 
of the GST Act. In cases 
of non-payment or under-
payment of GST or 
wrong availing or utiliza-
tion of input tax credit, 
the due date has been ex-
tended to 30.04.2024 for 
the financial year 2018-

19 and 31.08.2024 for the 
financial year 2019-20.

This order of CBIC will 
have a direct impact on 
those officers who worked 
day and night in these 
cases without taking their 
regular leave, considering 
the deadline of December 
31, 2023 as the basis.

Commenting on CBIC 
order, Jaipur’s Chief GST 
Advisor Pankaj Ghiya 
said that this order issued 
by the Board will not have 
any impact on the pending 
GST cases of the financial 
year 2017-18, but will 
have an impact on the sub-
sequent financial years.

T
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Vikas and Virasat would 
take India forward: Modi

Prime Minister unveils new look temple town Reference books on new 
criminal laws released

PTI

New Delhi

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Saturday 
released 12 reference 
books related to the re-
cently enacted criminal 
justice laws and said the 
books have lucidly 
brought out changes 
made in the laws in a con-
cise and simple manner.

Hailing publishers for 
these reference books, 
Shah said the books also 
give case law commentar-
ies for easy understanding.

The three new laws — 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita, the Bharatiya Na-
garik Suraksha Sanhita 
and the Bharatiya Sak-
shya Act — got Parlia-
ment’s approval last week 
and the president gave her 
assent on December 25.

The laws will replace 
colonial era IPC, CrPC 
and the Indian Evidence 
Act of 1872 respectively.

Postal stamp to 
commemorate 
200 yrs of Indian 
origin Tamils in SL

ANI

New Delhi

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) president JP Na-
dda on Saturday released 
a postage 
stamp com-
memorating 
200 years of 
Indian ori-
gin Tamils 
in Sri Lanka and said it is 
an occasion to look posi-
tive but also remember 
history.

The BJP further chief 
said it is a matter of hap-
piness for him that “we 
are remembering the 
year 1823 and commem-
orating it with the stamp 
of Indian-origin Tamils, 
who had gone to Sri Lan-
ka 200 years ago”.

Nadda said that in 
2017, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi became 
the first Indian Prime 
Minister to visit Sri Lan-
ka’s Jaffna.

Phogat returns Khel Ratna & Arjuna 
Awards, leaves them at Kartavya Path

PTI

New Delhi

Multiple World Champi-
onship medallist Vinesh 
Phogat on Saturday re-
turned her Khel Ratna 
and Arjuna Award, keep-
ing the two awards lying 
in the middle of national 
capital’s Kartavya Path 

after Delhi Police stopped 
her from reaching the 
prime minister’s office.

On Tuesday, the Asian 
Games gold medallist 
grappler had decided to 
return her Khel Ratna 
and Arjuna Award to the 
government, saying such 
honours have become 
meaningless at a time 

when wrestlers are strug-
gling to get justice.

Phogat had announced 
her decision in a letter to 
PM Narendra Modi.

On Saturday, she at-
tempted to reach the 
prime minister’s office to 
return her awards but the 
police prevented her 
from reaching the PMO.

Agencies

New Delhi

In past 24 hours, India 
recorded 743 new COV-
ID-19 cases, while cur-
rent number of active 
cases stands at 3,997. 
The country had record-
ed 865 new cases on May 
19. As of now, the total 
number of coronavirus 
cases in India, since the 
outbreak in January 
2020, has reached 
4,50,12,484. The death 
toll related to COVID-19 
cases in India has risen to 
5,33,358. There were 
seven new fatalities re-
ported in last 24 hours.

Agencies

Imphal

A Meitei youth was shot 
dead by suspected Kuki 
militants here on Satur-
day. Villagers of Kadan-
gband, Imphal West 
said they were repeat-
edly fired upon from the 
nearby hill areas by 
Kuki militants and 
youths of the area were 
guarding the village.

A youth identified 
as James was hit by a 
bullet and he suc-
cumbed to injuries.

People came out to 
protest the killing and 
repeated attacks from 
nearby hill areas. They 
said security person-
nel deployed in the hill 
areas were not taking 
action against those 
who were openly go-
ing around with so-
phisticated weapons.

India reports 743 
new COVID-19 
cases, including 7 
fatalities in 24 hrs

Youth shot 
dead by Kuki 
militants in 
Manipur

Property tax: Good 
news for all taxpayer 
citizens of Mumbai

First India Bureau

Mumbai

In a good news for Mum-
bai’s taxpayer citizens, the 
BMC has decided not to 
hike the property tax for 
the current financial year.

Regarding the issue of 
property tax due to BMC 
for the financial year 
2023-24, from taxpayer 
citizens, although no hard 
copy of bills addressed to 
tax payers till date have 
been issued, however in 
light of Supreme Court’s 
recent order with respect 
to property taxation and 
consequent legal opinion 
obtained by property tax 
department, BMC the 
terms “bill payable” and 
“bill amount” were used 
on BMC website which 
has created certain amount 
of confusion in the minds 
of tax payer citizens in 

general and many stake 
holders in particular. 

So,  it has been decided 
that in order to avoid any 
confusion in the minds of 
taxpayers citizens, actual 
property tax bills shall be 
raised mentioning only the 
payable amount.

“This payable amount 
shall be exactly equal to 
amount payable for the 
financial year 2022-23, 
thereby ensuring no prop-
erty tax increase in current 
financial year for all tax-
payers citizens of Munbai, 
BMC Commisioner Iqbal 
Singh Chahal said.

AYODHYA 2.0

HM Amit Shah, Surendra Malik (Director) and Bhumika Indulia 
(Sr Associate Editor) of Eastern Book Company, at the launch of 
books on newly promulgated criminal justice laws.   PTI

OUR VISION WAS NOT BHARAT-CENTRIC AFTER 
INDEPENDENCE TILL PM MODI CHANGED IT: SHAH

Ahmedabad: Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that 
after Independence, those who loved the country felt 
bad that its vision was not “Bharat-centric” till the time 

that then Gujarat CM Narendra Modi became the Prime Minis-
ter. “After independence, those who loved the country and had 
knowledge about it and had respect for the word ‘Bharat', felt 
bad that though the country is free, its vision was not Bharat-
centric but on something else. This was in the minds of many 
for several years,” Shah said on Saturday while attending the 
Pujya Purani Swami Smriti Mahotsav organised by Swamina-
rayan Gurukul Vishwavidya Pratishthanam in Ahmedabad.

BMC Commissioner Iqbal Chahal

PM Narendra Modi with UP Governor Anandiben Patel, Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, Jyotiraditya 
Scindia, UP CM Yogi Adityanath and others during a public meeting, in Ayodhya, on Saturday.   PTI

GOVT’S CALENDAR 
FOR 2024 UNVEILED

Union Minister 
Anurag Thakur on 
Saturday unveiled 

govt's calendar for 2024 
that features development 
of pilgrimage centres 
including Ayodhya where 
Ram temple is coming.

CONSECRATION OF LORD RAM IDOL, BEGINNING 
OF AMRIT KAAL NOT COINCIDENCE: AMIT SHAH

Ahmedabad:  Union Home Minister Amit Shah said 
on Saturday that the consecration of Lord Ram’s 
idol on January 22 and the beginning of India’s 

Amrit Kaal’ are not a mere coincidence but a sign that the 
country will rise to prominence on the world 
stage in the next 25 years. Amrit Kaal, which 
roughly translates to golden era’, refers to the 
25-year period from 75 years to 100 years 
of India’s independence. About the grand 
event in Ayodhya next month, Shah said 
for several years, the country was unable 

to reconstruct the “holy place where Lord Ram was born 
and was destroyed 550 years ago”. Over the years, Shah 
said, many saints performed various kinds of penances and 
offered prayers for this country to awaken itself and return to 
its “age-old, eternal culture”, but it was not happening.
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By Tridib Raman
The author is a journalist and political commentator 
and views expressed are his personal
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WHAT WILL SHIVRAJ DO NOW?

KHARGE HAS DIFFERENT OPINION ON RAHUL’S ‘BHARAT NYAY YATRA’

...AND FINALLY

ahul Gandhi is gearing up for 
his ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra Part 
Two’ from January 14 and the 

party has named this yatra as ‘Bharat 
Nyay Yatra’. This journey, starting from 
the North-East and passing through 85 
districts of 14 states of the country i.e. 
a total journey of 6200 kilometers, will 
end in Mumbai on March 20, 2024. If 
sources associated with Congress are 
to be believed, party president Kharge’s 
opinion regarding Rahul’s visit is slightly 
different. Team Kharge’s argument is 
that Rs 250 to 300 crores are to be spent 
on Rahul’s Nyay Yatra and while general 
elections are also to be held in May this 
year, the party does not have enough 
resources to manage both the yatra and 
the elections. Anyway, this time both the 
states of Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan 
have gone out from the hands of Con-
gress. In Rahul’s last Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
the then Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh 
Bhupesh Baghel had spent money with 
both hands. But this time a new state 
like Telangana is in the lap of Congress. 
Now the CM there, Revanth Reddy, will 

have to be a little more effi cient in raising 
funds. If sources are to be believed, 
Kharge has bluntly told Rahul that ‘You 
are the face of the party, your entire fo-
cus should be on the upcoming general 
elections.’ In return, Rahul told Kharge, 
‘I am alone creating the atmosphere for 
the elections. You should pay atten-
tion to the preparations to contest the 
elections.’ If the war between Rahul and 
Kharge gets fueled in the party on this is-
sue, then the Congress will be in trouble 
in the coming Lok Sabha elections.

review meeting of Congress 
was called regarding the 
defeat of Chhattisgarh. If 

sources are to be believed, as soon 
as the meeting started, Rahul Gandhi 
directly attacked Baghel, saying — ‘We 
lost despite winning because the image 
of your government has become that 
of a ‘corrupt’ government.’ On hearing 
this, Baghel got upset and said - ‘If my 

image was corrupt then how did we win 
68 seats in the last election? We bore 
the entire expense of your Bharat Jodo 
Yatra.’ On this the leaders present there 
pacifi ed Baghel. Then a proposal was 
put before Baghel that the party wanted 
to make him in-charge of UP, but Baghel 
rejected this proposal and said that for 
the time being he would like to remain in 
Chhattisgarh for 5 years.

R

A

n WB, Mamata 
Banerjee has 
hinted at fi elding 

TMC candidates on all 42 
LS seats.  Mamata says that 
‘only her party can challenge 
BJP in Bengal.’ Uddhav’s 
Shiv Sena in Maharashtra 
has also followed more or 
less the same tune. It is 
clear, Sanjay Raut says that 
‘Congress will have to start 
from zero in the state and 
Shiv Sena will fi eld its candi-
dates on all 48 seats there.’ 
Congress has sent a list of 
its 20 possible candidates 
to Akhilesh for UP. Akhilesh 
was upset at this and he 
called up Rahul Gandhi. He 
asked Rahul, ‘Has he seen 
the list sent by his party?’ 
Rahul’s answer was ‘No’. 
Then Akhilesh told him that 
‘The names of people like 
Dolly Sharma, Pankhuri 
Pathak, Supriya Shrinet 
and Praveen Singh Aron 
are included in Cong’s list.’ 
Akhilesh tldo Rahul, ‘Those 
of you who are deciding the 
names do not even know 
that Praveen Aron is still 
in BJP but his name has 
been sent from Bareilly.’ 
Something similar is going 
on in Bihar too. Lalu’s party 
wants to leave 4 seats for 
Congress while Congress’s 
demand is for 8 seats. 
When Rahul talked to Lalu, 
latter bluntly said, ‘All the 
decisions are being taken 
by children, you should talk 
to them.’ Congress wants 
to contest on at least 6 LS 
seats in Punjab, where AAP 
is in power. Offering only 2 
seats to Congress, Kejriwal 
wants to leave only 1 seat 
for Congress in Delhi. That 
means there will be a thorn 
in the side for Congress in 
the I.N.D.I. alliance.

I

JP’s desire is to set new records in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections. If sources 
are to be believed, BJP wants to break 

Rajiv Gandhi’s record of seats in 1984 in these 
elections, when, in the wave of sympathy of 
Indira Gandhi, Congress under the leadership of 
Rajiv Gandhi, won 425 seats. So, this time BJP 
strategists are also trying to win each and every 
Lok Sabha seat. When Nitish Kumar could not 
get a post of his choice like coordinator in the 
I.N.D.I. alliance, he was heartbroken. When the 
BJP top leadership came to know about this, 
they immediately called Nitish. It is said that they 
talked for about one and a half hour wherein 
Nitish also made his same three old demands 
in a roundabout way. His fi rst demand was that 

Bihar assembly elec-
tions should also be 
conducted along with 
Lok Sabha elections. 
Demand number two 
was that JDU will 
contest elections on 
20 seats and BJP will 
have to leave only 20 
seats from its share 
for its allies like Lok 

Jan Shakti Party. And demand number three was 
that when elections are held, Nitish Kumar will be 
the CM face. It is said that the top leadership has 
accepted all the conditions of Nitish and advised 
him to join the central government at this time. 
After this, Nitish again became the President of 
JDU and Rajiv Ranjan alias Lallan Singh was 
sidelined saying that ‘he has been kept free for 
the elections.’ In fact, Lallan Singh was the only 
JDU MP who was against BJP. He was always 
vocal, so to silence him, Nitish has started prac-
ticing speaking in a new language these days.

ecently, when Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
came to Delhi and met JP Nadda, a lot of 
efforts were made to remove the griev-

ances. This meeting lasted for more than an hour. If 
sources are to be believed, Shivraj got an offer from 

the party to work in the 
organization. He was 
also offered the post of 
National Vice President 
and along with this 
there was talk of being 
given charge of more 
than two South Indian 
states, but Shivraj says 
that at present he is 
not ready to leave the 

state. He has also expressed his desire to con-
test the next Lok Sabha elections from Vidisha. 
The party has already made up its mind to fi eld a 
relatively new woman leader from Vidisha and thus, 
has proposed to Shivraj that he should contest elec-
tions from Chhindwara against Kamal Nath.

B
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THIS IS HOW THE BJP TOP LEADERSHIP 
‘MANAGED’ NITISH KUMAR

OPPOSITION UNITY 
LOSING ITS WAY 
FROM CONGRESS

INDIA WOMEN VS AUSTRALIA WOMEN 2ND ODI 

Australia take unassailable 2-0 lead with win
PTI

Mumbai

icha Ghosh’s 
career-best 96 
and Deepti 

Sharma’s 5/38 went in 
vain as Australia Women 
clinched a thrilling three-
run win to take an unas-
sailable 2-0 lead against 
India in their 3-match 
ODI series on Saturday.

Chasing 259, Ghosh 
led India’s reply with a 
fine 117-ball 96 featuring 
13 fours but the hosts 
stuttered in the death 
overs to suffer their ninth 
consecutive defeat to 

Australia at home. India 
managed 255/8 in their 
50 overs with Deepti (24 

not out off 36 balls, 1x4s) 
and Shreyanka Patil (5 
not out) at the crease 

when the match came to 
an end. Apart from 
Ghosh’s heroics with the 

bat, India also had their 
vice-captain Smriti Man-
dhana providing early 
fireworks with a 38-ball 
34 (3x4s, 1x6s).

Jemimah (44 off 55 
balls) and Ghosh laid the 
foundation with an 88-
run third wicket stand 
but could not deny Aus-
tralia from maintaining 
their record in India of 
never losing a series.

Earlier, off-spinner 
Deepti Sharma stymied 
Australia’s surge with a 
stellar 5-wicket haul but 
7 dropped catches by In-
dia allowed them to post 
a challenging 258 for 8.

Australian players celebrate their win over India during the second ODI match between India 
Women and Australia Women, at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai, on Saturday,   PTI

R

First India Bureau

New Delhi

Fierce Israeli tank fire 
and aerial bombing struck 
Khan Younis in the Gaza 
Strip on late Friday, resi-
dents said, after nearly 
200 people were reported 
killed in 24 hours in Is-
rael's campaign against 
Hamas militants.

Planes also carried out 
a series of air strikes on 
the Nuseirat camp in cen-
tral Gaza, as per reports.

Israeli warplanes 
struck two urban refugee 
camps in central Gaza on 
Saturday, as the Biden 
administration approved 
a new emergency weap-
ons sale to Israel despite 
persistent international 
cease-fire calls over 
mounting civilian deaths, 
hunger and mass dis-
placement in the enclave.

Even a brief halt in 
fighting seems out of 
reach. A senior Hamas 
official said. 

Agencies

New York

Rakesh Kamal, 57, his 
wife Teena, 54, and their 
18-year-old daughter 
Ariana were found dead, 
Norfolk District Attorney 
(DA) Michael Morrissey 
said. Authorities say that 
a preliminary investiga-
tion points to a “deadly 
incident of domestic vio-
lence” with no outside 
involvement.

The New York Post 
said the Kamals appeared 
to have faced financial 

problems.  The mansion 
they were living in went 
into foreclosure, meaning 
the mortgagor took pos-
session of the property – 
and was sold to the Mas-
sachusetts-based Wilson-
dale Associates LLC for 
$3 million.

Agencies

New Delhi

Olympic medallist Ba-
jrang Punia emphasized 
on Saturday the need for 

the Sports 
Ministry to 
r e s u m e 
wrestling ac-
tivities, as 7 
months re-

maining for Paris Games. 
He expressed concern that 
the preparations for the 
quadrennial event seemed 
to lack seriousness. 

Agencies

Moscow 

Russian officials on Sat-
urday accused Ukrainian 
forces of shelling the 
Russian border city of 
Belgorod, a day after an 
18-hour aerial Russian 
barrage across Ukraine 
killed at least 39 civilians.

Shelling in the centre 
of the Russian border city 
of Belgorod killed 14 
people, including 2 chil-
dren, and injured 108 
others, Russia said.

Russian officials ac-

cused Kyiv of carrying 
out the attack, which took 
place the day after an 18-

hour aerial bombardment 
across Ukraine killed at 
least 39 civilians.

“Totally Exhausted”: Gazans call for peace as Israel offensive continuesWar Day 84

Israel advances into Gaza, destroy 
Hamas tunnel; 200 die in 24 hours

Palestinians gather outside a damaged house in the aftermath 
of an Israeli raid, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank on Saturday. 

Israeli soldiers operate in the Gaza Strip amid the ongoing 
confl ict between Israel and Hamas in Rafah on Saturday. 

Displaced Palestinians, who fl ed their homes due to Israeli strikes, take shelter in camps, amid the 
ongoing confl ict between Israel and the Palestinian Islamist group Hamas, in Rafah on Saturday. 

A shopping mall heavily damaged by a Russian missile strike, 
amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Dnipro on Friday.  

Passengers rest at railway station in Patna after many trains got 
delayed due to low visibility caused by dense fog, on Saturday. 

Rakesh Kamal, his daughter 
Ariana & wife Teena Kamal.

WAR HIGHLIGHTS
 Israel Defence 
Forces destroy tunnels 
of Hamas general 
headquarters in north-
ern Gaza Strip
 Israel rejects “blood 
libel” spread by South 
Africa and application 
to International Court 
of Justice
 Airstrikes hit camps 
in central Gaza as 
Biden administration 
approves new weap-
ons sales to Israel

Moscow accuses Kyiv of 
shelling Russian border city

Punia to Sports 
Ministry: Resume 
wrestling activities

US: Indian-origin couple, 
daughter found dead

Dense fog covers Delhi, 
trains running late, 
over 80 flights delayed

First India Bureau

New Delhi

A dense layer of fog has 
engulfed various states 
across the country on Sat-
urday. Over 80 flights 
were delayed due to fog 
and low visibility in the 
national capital. “We are 
going to Gangtok, Sikkim 
to celebrate New Year but 
our flight is delayed by 2 
hours. If it gets delayed 
further, we will com-
plain," a passenger said.

Besides flights, some 
trains were also running 
late today due to low vis-
ibility in Delhi caused by 
dense fog. “I am going to 
Mata Vaishno Devi and 
our train is late by more 
than two hours. Our train 
was supposed to arrive at 
5.30 but it hasn't arrived 
yet...," a passenger said.

MK STALIN ANNOUNCES 
`1K CR RELIEF PACKAGE 
FOR RAIN-HIT DISTS OF TN

Chennai: Tamil 
Nadu Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin on 

Saturday announced a Rs 
1,000 crore relief package 
including housing facilities 
and loans for MSMEs and 
Self-Help Groups for the 
rain-ravaged districts in 
the state. He directed the 
offi cials to repair partially 
damaged houses and re-
build completely damaged 
ones in Tirunelveli and 
Thoothukudi districts. “The 
chief minister has ordered 
to provide Rs 4 lakh for fully 
damaged houses and upto 
Rs 2 lakh for partially dam-
aged houses. The Rural 
Development Department 
will implement the scheme 
in Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram 
and Chengalpattu districts,” 
an offi cial release here said.
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Congress
Karanpur 

Assembly 

candidate 
Gurmeet
Kooner, 
passed 

away, poll 

postponed.

Jaipur, Monday | December 4, 2023

RNI NUMBER: RAJENG/2019/77764 | VOL 5 | ISSUE NO. 178 | PAGES 20 | `3.00

Rajasthan’s Own English Newspaper

fi rstindia.co.in      fi rstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur       thefi rstindia      thefi rstindia       thefi rstindia

SCAN & JOIN FIRST 

INDIA NEWSPAPER 

WHATSAPP CHANNEL

‘STAR’ MODI SHINES IN 3 STATES!

JANATA 
JANARDAN 
KO NAMAN!

BJP upgrades 2 more states to double engine, Congress left with just Telangana winBHAJPA KA ‘RAJ’!
Rashpal Singh/Moni Sharma

Jaipur/New Delhi

BJPon Sunday 
swept the ‘Hin-

di heartland’ with spec-

tacular electoral show in 

Rajasthan, Madhya 

Pradesh and Chhattis-

garh. The Congress, that 

put up a dismal perfor-

mance in all these 3, de-

nied K Chandrashekar 

Rao a hat-trick by wrest-

ing power from BRS in 

Telangana. Soon after the 

final results, PM Naren-

dra Modi addressed party 

workers at BJP HQ in 

Delhi on Sunday and 

thanked the people for 

their “unwavering sup-

port” in 3 of 4 states.

In Rajasthan, the BJP 

sailed smoothly to the 

power corridors with 115 

out of 19 seats in its bag. 

The ruling Congress was 

reduced to 69 seats from 

107. Union Minister  Ga-

jendra Singh Shekhawat 

took a dig at CM Gehlot, 

saying, “The ‘magic’ has 

ended and Rajasthan has 

come out of the spell of 

the magician. People 

have voted for the hon-

our of women and for the 

welfare of the poor,” he 

said. Total 36 counting 

centres were set up in 

199 assembly constitu-

encies.

QUOTE UNQUOTE

A MESSAGE FOR 2024: MODI KA KOI VIKALP NAHI!

Modi face makes Lotus bloom in 3 states

Manoj Mathur

Jaipur

he results of the 

assembly elec-
tions of Rajast-

han as well as Chhattis-

garh and Madhya 

Pradesh are giving a re-

sounding message of 

what people have in their 

hearts for the year 2024.

BJP’s chief ministerial 

face was not declared in 

all three states. The elec-

tions were fought on the 

face of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and the 

‘lotus’ bloomed.
Even in election meet-

ings, not only Modi but 

Home Minister Amit 

Shah and party’s national 

president JP Nadda were 

reminding the public that 

for a strong nation, Modi 

government has to be 

brought again in 2024 

and votes have to be giv-

en to BJP for this.
This, the results are 

clearly reflecting, must 

have been in the minds of 

the people while they vot-

ed in assembly election.

‘MODI KI GUARANTEE’ 

PROVED HUGE IN RAJ

The entire election in Ra-

jasthan had become a 

guarantee of Modi v/s 

Gehlot’s guarantees. The 

public trusted Modi’s 

guarantees more and 

gave the BJP the mandate 

to form the government 

with a clear majority. The 

public also respected the 

good work of the Gehlot 

government and its 

schemes, as a result of 

which around 70 seats 

were given to Congress. 

Otherwise, till a year ago, 

Congress people were 

talking about the victory 

of a handful of MLA who 

could fit for a tempo ride.

On the issues of cor-

ruption, women’s safety, 

crime, paper leaks and ap-

peasement raised by the 

BJP, the public thought it 

better to trust Modi’s 

guarantee of good gover-

nance.  TURN TO P16

BJP workers don cutouts of Modi & Shah as they celebrate outside 

the BJP Headquarters in Jaipur on Sunday.  SANTOSH SHARMA

T

Sapne nahi 

hakikat bante hain, 

tabhi to sub Modi 

ko chunte hain.
Narendra Modi, 

Prime Minister

The battle for Mizoram nears 

completion and it is now time for 

the ultimate truth. The results for 

the Mizoram Assembly Elections 

2023 are set to be announced 

today, December 4. The counting 

of votes will begin at 8:00 am. The 

ECI will offi cially release the re-

sults on their website. The polling 

in Mizoram was held in a single 

phase on November 7.

ECI TO ANNOUNCE MIZORAM 

ELECTION RESULTS TODAY

MADHYA PRADESH

TOTAL 230
Target: 116163 66
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CHHATTISGARH

TOTAL 90
Target: 4654 35
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CONG 68
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TELANGANA
TOTAL 119

Target: 6064 39
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CONG

BSP 88
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AIMIM
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TOTAL 199
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RAJASTHAN

PM MODI ADDRESSED PARTY WORKERS 

AT BJP HQ IN NEW DELHI ON SUNDAY.

FULL COVERAGE ON

PAGES: 4-14, 2ND 

FRONT, CITY FIRST
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It is a matter of pride for 

every BJP worker that we 

have a wonderful leadership 

like Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Amit Shah, Union Home Minister

Under leadership of PM 

Narendra Modi, people of Raj 

have approved service, good 

governance and development.

JP Nadda, National BJP President

On behalf of Raj BJP family, I 

express my gratitude to 

Shah. Under his guidance, 

new dimensions of devp will be done.

CP Joshi, Rajasthan BJP President

Counting of votes for 199 

assembly constituencies 

held peacefully across state. 

1121 AROs were put on duty for counting.

Praveen Gupta, Rajasthan Chief Electoral Officer 

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, CP Joshi, Arun Singh, Anand Sharma, Vijaya Rahatkar, Shrawan Bagdi, Narayan Panchariya, 

Raksha Bhandari, Vikas Sharma and others celebrate at BJP Headquarters in Jaipur on Sunday.   SANTOSH SHARMA

PROMINENT WINNING FACES
PROMINENT LOSING FACES

Ashok Gehlot
Sardarpura

WIN MARGIN

26,396

Dr CP Joshi
Nathdwara

LOSS MARGIN

7,504

Sachin Pilot
Tonk

Pratap Singh
Civil Lines

WIN MARGIN

LOSS MARGIN

29,475

28,329

Vasundhara Raje
Jhalrapatan

WIN MARGIN

53,193

Rajendra Rathore
Taranagar

LOSS MARGIN

10,345

Shanti Dhariwal
Kota North

WIN MARGIN

 2,486

Satish Poonia
Amber

LOSS MARGIN

9,092

Diya Kumari
Vidhyadhar Nagar

WIN MARGIN

71,368

Dr BD Kalla
Bikaner West

LOSS MARGIN

20,194

Baba Balak Nath
Tijara

WIN MARGIN

6,173

Narpat S Rajvi
Chittorgarh

LOSS MARGIN

78,533

Diya Kumari’s victory from Vidhy-

adhar Nagar seat by 71,368 votes 

was the biggest margin in 2023 

Rajasthan Assembly polls. Ashok 

Gehlot and Sachin Pilot’s victory 

margin decreased, Vasundhara 

Raje’s increased. In 2018, Gehlot 

won by 35,000, this time by 

26,000 votes. In 2018, Pilot won 

by 54,000, this time by 29,000. 

In 2018, Vasundhara had won by 

34,000, this time by 53,000 votes.

DIYA KUMARI WINS BY 

HIGHEST MARGIN VOTES

GOVERNOR ACCEPTS RESIGNATION OF 

CM GEHLOT, URGES HIM TO WORK TILL 

FORMATION OF NEW GOVERNMENT

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur

As the Congress faced 

defeat in Rajasthan, out-

going CM Ashok Gehlot 

on Sunday said the poll 

results were “unexpected 

for everyone”. He, how-

ever, rejected the theory 

that bringing forward 

“new faces” would have 

helped the party retain 

power.
Gehlot submitted his res-

ignation to Governor 

Kalraj Mishra on Sunday 

evening after his Con-

gress party was defeated. 

He lashed out at PM 

Modi and HM Shah, al-

leging they incited peo-

ple in the name of reli-

gion during the election 

campaign. The Congress 

leader said that he had 

expected that the people 

of the state would take 

“revenge” on the BJP 

leaders but it did not hap-

pen. Governor accepted 

Ashok Gehlot’s resigna-

tion from the post of CM

but urged him to continue 

working till formation of 

the new government.

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot tenders his resignation to Governor 

Kalraj Mishra at the Raj Bhavan in Jaipur on Sunday.
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Academy Awards 2023 

was held at the Dolby 

Theatre in Los Angeles 

on Sunday. ‘Naatu Naa-

tu’ from SS Rajamou-

li’s RRR has won the 

Oscar in the Best Song category by beating 

the other nominees in the category which 

included Applause (Tell It Like a Woman), 

Hold My Hand (Top Gun Maverick), Lift Me 

Up (Black Pather Wakanda Forever), and 

This is a Life (Everything Everywhere All 

at Once). With this, the film became the 

first song from any Indian production to 

win the award. It is the second Indian song 

to win this prestigious award, after Jai Ho 

from Slumdog Millionaire won one in 2009 

in the same category.

Another Indian entry in the Academy 

Awards ‘The Elephant Whisperers’ also 

won an Oscar in the Best Documentary 

Short Film category. This 41 minutes short 

documentary movie of  filmmaker Kartiki 

Gonsalves and producer Guneet Monga, 

explores the bond between Raghu, an or-

phaned baby elephant, and his caretakers.

The Naatu Naatu craze has been taking 

over the Oscars this year. At the very start 

of  the ceremony, the audience saw a spoof  

performance when Jimmy Kimmel was 

driven off  stage by dancers performing the 

Naatu Naatu hookstep.

At the Dolby Theatre on Sunday, the au-

dience also witnessed an energetic perfor-

mance of  the song. The performance also 

received a standing ovation from the audi-

ence. RRR garnered several US awards, 

made it to the BAFTA 2023 longlist in the 

Film Not in the English Language category, 

won the Golden Globes in the Best Original 

Song category, and also bagged the Best 

Song at the 28th edition of  the Critics 

Choice Awards, along with Best Foreign 

Language Film, among others.

It is the first time that 3 India-made pro-

ductions earned Oscar nominations and 

we brought home 2 awards with huge pride!

95th

India creates history by winning 2 awards at 

Oscars 2023; Song ‘Naatu Naatu’ from film RRR 

wins ‘Best Original Song’ award, becoming the 

first ever Indian song to win in the category. 

‘The Elephant Whisperers’ bags award for the 

‘Best Documentary Short Film’

INDIA STANDS TALL ON 

THE WORLD STAGE

EXCEPTIONAL!
INDIA GETTING 2 OSCARS WILL BE 

REMEMBERED FOR YEARS: MODI

PM Narendra Modi on Monday con-

gratulated the entire team of song Naatu 

Naatu for its Oscar win. He said, The popu-

larity of ‘Naatu Naatu’ is global. It will be a 

song that will be remembered for years to 

come, adding, Congratulations to the entire 

team of ‘The Elephant Whisperers’. Their 

work wonderfully highlights the importance 

of sustainable development and living in 

harmony with nature.

EXCEPTIONAL!

OUR EDITIONS: 

JAIPUR & MUMBAI
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(R) MM Keeravaani and Chandrabose accept the award for 

best original song for “Naatu Naatu” from “RRR” at the 95th 

Academy Awards 2023 in Los Angeles on Sunday.

(L) Kartiki Gonsalves and Guneet Monga pose with the award 

for best documentary short fi lm for “The Elephant Whisperer” 

at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles on Sunday. 

Full report on 95th Academy Awards, 

Inside Jacket and City First P10-11

Jaipur, Thursday| August 24, 2023

RNI NUMBER: RAJENG/2019/77764 | VOL 5 | ISSUE NO. 78 | PAGES 12 | `3.00

Rajasthan’s Own English Newspaper

fi rstindia.co.in      fi rstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur       thefi rstindia      thefi rstindia       thefi rstindia

Emotions run over the moon after Chandrayaan-3’s Vikram Lander lands successfully 

on the moon’s surface making India first country to land on moon’s south pole

CHAND
MUBARAK!

To the moon and back...on the moon’s surface making 

CHANDCHAND
MUBARAK!MUBARAK!

To the moon and back...

LANDING
AUGUST 23RD, 2023 

@18:04 IST

LAUNCH
LVM3-M4/CHANDRAYAAN-3 

JULY 14TH, 2023 @14:35 IST

100km Circular 
Lunar Orbit

Lunar Orbit Insertion

Injection Orbit

Lunar Transfer Trajectory

INTERGRATED MODULE PHASE

EBNs

MONI SHARMA

JAIPUR/NEW DELHI

handrayaan-3 success-

fully soft-landed on the 

Moon's surface at 6.04 

pm Wednesday evening 

- a feat matched only by Russia 

(then the Soviet Republic), the 

United States and China - guaran-

teeing India pride of place in the 

global space race. Chan-

drayaan-3's nearly 4,00,000 km 

journey to the Moon culminated 

in a nerve-wracking final 20 min-

utes - the 'power descent' phase, 

which is an automated landing 

sequence carried out by the lander.

As the minutes ticked by - and 

the altitude counter on the live feed 

from the Indian Space Research 

Organisation's (ISRO) Mission 

Control near Bengaluru dropped 

slowly and steadily - a billion Indi-

ans' continued praying in unison, 

guarding the Vikram lander on its 

safe descent. The Chandrayaan-3 

mission was launched on July 14 

from Sriharikota.

Scientists have made 

history with the landing of 

Chandrayaan-3 which is an 

event that happens once in 

lifetime . I congratulate 

ISRO, everybody involved 

in Chandrayaan-3 mission 

and wish them greater 

accomplishments ahead.

Droupadi Murmu, 

President 

The new space odyssey 

flies India’s celestial 

ambitions to newer 

heights, setting it apart as 

the world’s launchpad for 

space projects.

Amit Shah, 

Union Home Minister

Chandrayaan-3’s successful 

landing shows its 

impressive progress in 

science & technology.

Vladimir Putin, 

Russian President 

Congratulations 

A screengrab shows a representation of the Chandrayaan-3’s 

successful landing on the Moon’s surface on Wednesday.

SEVERAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF 

INDIA UNDER MODI GOVERNMENT

GEHLOT WATCHES LANDING OF C-3 

WITH FAMILY, STUDENTS, OTHERS

M Ashok Gehlot, along with the students, witnessed the 

live landing of Chandrayaan-3 on Wednesday at CMR. 

Gehlot said that when man landed on the moon for the fi rst 

time, he was very excited as a student about this historic event. 

“Today, the result of the hard work of our scientists, hope and 

faith of the countrymen is that ISRO has created a new history 

by landing Chandrayaan-3 on the South Pole,” Gehlot congratu-

lated scientists of ISRO for this unprecedented achievement.  P5

C

INDIA IS NOW ON THE MOON: MODI 

ON C-3’S HISTORIC MOON LANDING
M Modi congratulated 

ISRO scientists after 

success of Chandrayaan-3 

mission and said ‘India is 

now on the Moon. This is a 

moment of pride for 140 crore 

Indians to cherish forever. We 

are witness to the new fl ight 

of new India.” PM Modi, who 

is in SA at BRICS Summit, 

watched the landing virtually.

P

HUMNE DHARTI PAR 

SANKALP KIYA AUR 

CHAND PE USSE 

SAKAR KIYA.

NARENDRA MODI, PM

CM Ashok Gehlot, Usha Sharma, Akhil Arora, Sunita Gehlot, Himanshi Gehlot, 

Kashwini Gehlot and others cheer on landing of C-3 on Moon on Wednesday.

C

MARS ORBITER SPACECRAFT:  In September 2014, it 

successfully entered into an orbit around planet Mars, 

putting India into a league of select nations which had 

sent a spacecraft to the Red Planet. 

ASTROSAT: India’s fi rst dedicated Space Astronomy 

Observatory launched 

CHANDRAYAAN-2:  Second lunar exploration mission 

was launched

CHANDRAYAAN-3  was launched to the moon on July 

14, 2023, from the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sri-

harikota, atop the medium-lift Launch Vehicle Mark-III 

(LVM3) rocket.

ADITYA-L1:   First observatory-class space-based solar 

mission from India is being developed. 

SCRAMJET ENGINE:   The fi rst experimental mission of 

ISRO’s Scramjet Engine towards the realisation of Air 

Breathing Propulsion System was also successfully 

conducted in 2016.

Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV)  has been devel-

oped to cater the launch of up to 500 kg satellites to 

Low Earth Orbits on ‘launch-on-demand’ basis. 

INDIA’S CHANDRAYAAN-3 LIGHTS 

UP DARK SIDE OF MOON: SOMNATH
SRO Chairman S 

Somnath addressed the 

media on Wednesday, prefac-

ing his remarks with a victori-

ous shout — ‘India is on the 

Moon’ — and Somnath was 

asked what, in his opinion, 

were most critical elements in 

Chandrayaan-3’s journey, he 

said, the most diffi cult part of 

mission is the launch itself.

I

The unsuccessful 

attempt made it 

possible for us to 

achieve this feat.

S SOMNATH, ISRO CHAIRMAN 

PM Narendra Modi with Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav 

releases a publications on tiger conservation at the inaugural session of 

commemoration of 50 years of Project Tiger, in Mysuru, on Sunday.

TIGER
ZINDA HAI

PROJECT 

Project Tiger turns 50: Started in 1973 with 9 

Tiger Reserves, India now has 53 Reserves

First India Bureau

Mysuru: Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi on 

Sunday said that the 

numbers revealed in the 

latest Tiger census are 

encouraging as the sur-

vey revealed that the 

total number of  tigers 

was pegged at 3167 in 

the year 2022. Taking to 

social media PM Modi 

tweeted, “The numbers 

of  the tiger census are 

encouraging. Congratu-

lations to all stakehold-

ers and environment 

lovers. This trend also 

places an added respon-

sibility of  doing even 

more to protect the tiger 

as well as other animals. 

This is what our culture 

teaches us too”.  P6

Tiger Census numbers very 

encouraging, says PM Modi

MODI LAUNCHES INT’L BIG CATS ALLIANCE ON 

COMMEMORATION OF 50 YRS OF ‘PROJECT TIGER’

Mysuru (ANI): With the aim to curb poaching and illegal wildlife trade, 

PM Narendra Modi on Sunday launched the International Big Cats 

Alliance (IBCA) in Karnataka. According to the PMO, the IBCA will 

focus on the protection and conservation of seven major big cats of 

the world — Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard, Puma, Jaguar and 

Cheetah. In July 2019, PM Modi called for an Alliance of Global Lead-

ers to fi rmly curb poaching and illegal wildlife trade in Asia.

PM MEETS ‘THE ELEPHANT WHISPERERS’ BOMMAN AND BELLIE

Mudumalai (PTI): Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on Sunday visited the 

Theppakkadu elephant camp at Mudu-

malai in the hilly Nilgiris district and 

interacted with Bellie and Bomman, 

the elephant caretakers who featured 

in an Oscar-winning documentary. He 

interacted with Bellie and Bomman, 

who have won accolades after they 

featured in the Academy award-wining 

documentary, “The Elephant Whisper-

ers.” “What a delight to meet the won-

derful Bomman and Belli, along with 

Bommi and Raghu (elephant calves),” 

he said in a tweet.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
 Tiger numbers increase 

substantially in Shivalik 

Hills-Gangetic Plains, dip in 

Western Ghats: Govt report

 PM Modi also released a 

booklet Amrit Kaal Ka Tiger 

Vision’, presenting the 

vision for tiger conservation 

in the next 25 years.

  PM said India’s tradition, 

culture, and biodiversity, 

were among the major rea-

sons for this achievement.

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on 

his way to Bandipur 

and Mudumalai 

Tiger Reserves., on 
Sunday. 

—PHOTO BY ANI

INDIA’S TIGER 
POPULATION

2006  1,411

2010  1,706

2014  2,226

2018  2,967

2022  3,167

CM’S VIRTUAL ADDRESS AT NSUI PROGRAMME

State government is taking decisions to provide better 

opportunities for higher education to youth: Gehlot

Bharat Dixit 

Jaipur: Rajasthan 

Chief  Minister Ashok 

Gehlot said that good 

education is the founda-

tion of  a better future. 

He said that the part-

nership of  institutions 

with the State govern-

ment for free coaching 

will provide better op-

portunities for higher 

education to the youth.

He said that the State 

government is taking 

decisions with full re-

sponsibility to pave the 

way for the youth.

Gehlot was address-

ing the launch ceremony 

of  free satellite classes 

by the Rajiv Gandhi Wel-

fare Society at the Ad-

ministrative Service Pre-

Entry Training Center 

(APTC) of  Rajasthan 

University through vid-

eo conference on Sunday.

He said that the fu-

ture of  the State lies on 

the youth. That’s why 

the State government is 

working with commit-

ment in the all-round 

development of  the 

youth.  More on P8

CM Gehlot virtually addressing launch ceremony of free satellite classes 

by the Rajiv Gandhi Welfare Society at the Administrative Service Pre-

Entry Training Center (APTC) of Rajasthan University, on Sunday.

—PHOTO BY MUKESH KIRADOO
“WILL TAKE STERN ACTION IN BARMER CASE”

Jaipur: Expressing grief over 

the death of Dalit woman 

who was raped and murdered 

in Rajasthan’s Barmer, Ra-

jasthan Chief Minister Ashok 

Gehlot said that it was a sad 

incident. Gehlot said in a brief 

interaction with the reporters 

on Sunday said that the ac-

cused has been arrested and 

stern action will be taken.  P2
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DALAI LAMA’S 
VIDEO WITH 
MINOR BOY 

TRIGGERS ROW

RAJAWAT LIFTS 
MAIDEN WORLD 

TITLE AT ORLEANS 
MASTERSWashington: Benjamin Ferencz, last surviving prosecutor from 

the Nuremberg trials of Nazis, has passed away at the age 

of 103, CNN reported on Sunday. Ferencz had participated in 

combat in Europe during the Second World War. New Delhi: A video showing Dalai Lama kissing a 

child on his lips and then asking him to “suck his 

tongue” has triggered a row. The video, that went 

viral, shows the Dalai Lama planting a kiss on boy’s 

lips when he leaned to pay respect to Buddhist monk.

Orleans: Indian shuttler Priyanshu Rajawat 

clinched his maiden BWF World Tour Super 300 

title after getting the better of Denmark’s Magnus 

Johannesen in the thrilling fi nal of the Orleans 

Masters 2023 on Sunday.LAST SURVIVING NAZIS’ PROSECUTOR DIES AT 103

AKALI LEADER INDER 

IQBAL SINGH ATWAL, 

OTHERS JOIN BJP

New Delhi: Prominent 

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 

leaders Sardar Inder Iqbal 

Singh Atwal and Sardar 

Jasjeet Singh Atwal, 

along with several others 

from Punjab, joined the 

Bharatiya Janta party (BJP) 

in New Delhi on Sunday. 

2 MILD EARTHQUAKES 

STRIKE ANDAMAN & 

NICOBAR ISLAND
Andaman & Nicobar: A 

5.3 magnitude second 

earthquake occurred around 

4:01 pm, Nicobar Island 

on Sunday, National Center 

for Seismology said. A few 

hours ago, an earthquake of 

4.1 magnitude occurred at a 

depth of 10 km, NCS said. 

NARROW ESCAPE FOR 

HARYANA EX-CM 

BHUPINDER HOODA

Chandigarh: Haryana ex-CM 

and senior Congress leader 

Bhupinder Singh Hooda on 

Sunday escaped unhurt after 

a ‘nilgai’ (blue bull) hit his 

SUV when the former CM’s 

vehicle was passing near 

Barwala in Haryana’s Hisar 

district, police said.

UP URBAN CIVIC BODY 

POLLS ON MAY 4, 11; 

COUNTING ON MAY 13

Lucknow: The State 

Election Commission (SEC) 

on Sunday announced the 

dates of Local Urban Body 

polls. The voting would be 

held in two phases on May 

4 and May 11. The results 

will be announced on May 

13, the SEC announced. 

READ
CrucialCrucial

GODHRA CASE: SC TO 

HEAR PLEAS OF GUJ 

GOVT, CONVICTS TODAY

New Delhi: The Supreme 

Court will hear on Monday 

bail pleas of convicts 

serving life imprisonment in 

2002 Godhra train burning 

case. A bench of CJI DY 

Chandrachud and Justices PS 

Narasimha and JB Pardiwala 

is scheduled to hear along 

with the bail applications.

PM Narendra Modi with BJP president JP Nadda at BJP CEC meet for 

Karnataka Assembly polls, in New Delhi on Sunday. —PHOTO BY ANI

Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde with Deputy CM Devendra 

Fadnavis offering prayers at Ram Temple, in Ayodhya on Sunday.

BJP meet on K’taka: 

Bommai to contest 

from Shiggaon seat

PM Modi fulfilled Balasaheb’s 

dream of Ram Mandir: Shinde

New Delhi (PTI): The 

BJP Central Election 

Committee met here on 

Sunday to finalise the 

party’s candidates for 

Karnataka assembly 

polls scheduled for May 

10. PM Narendra Modi 

and Union ministers 

Rajnath Singh and 

Amit Shah, BJP chief  

JP Nadda and other 

CEC members were 

joined by senior party 

leaders, including CM 

Basavaraj Bommai, as 

they deliberated on the 

names of  probable can-

didates. Sources said 

that CM Bommai will 

be contesting from 

Shiggaon constituency.

Senior leaders are 

holding talks for a cou-

ple of  days to winnow 

down the list of  proba-

bles before the CEC 

takes a final call. The 

BJP, which aims to come 

back to power again, has 

set a target of  winning 

at least 150 of  224 seats.

Ayodhya (ANI): In an 

apparent attack at the 

Uddhav Thackeray fac-

tion, Maharashtra CM 

Eknath Shinde, who ar-

rived in Ayodhya on 

Sunday, said that “some 

people” are allergic to 

Hindutva, saying only 

PM Modi has fulfilled 

Balasaheb Thackeray’s 

dream of  Ram Mandir.

“Some are not happy 

with our Ayodhya 

Yatra. Some are allergic 

to Hindutva... Shiv Sena 

and BJP have the same 

ideology...,” Shinde said 

while addressing the re-

porters in Ayodhya.

“GOT BOW & ARROW 

AS RAM’S BLESSINGS”
“IN 2024, SAFFRON FLAG 

WILL BE ALL OVER MAHA”

Ayodhya: Maharashtra Chief 

Minister Eknath Shinde, who 

arrived in Ayodhya on Sun-

day, said his faction of Shiv 

Sena got the symbol of ‘bow 

and arrow’ as the blessings 

of Lord Ram are with them.

Ayodhya: Maharashtra CM 

and Shiv Sena leader Eknath 

Shinde on Sunday said the 

ideology of his party and of 

the BJP is the same and they 

will unfurl the saffron fl ag all 

over the state next year.

BN CHANDRAPPA 

IS CONG’S K’TAKA 

WORKING PREZ
New Delhi: Days ahead 

of the Karnataka polls, 

the Congress on Sunday 

appointed BN Chandrappa 

as working president of 

its state unit. The ap-

pointment of Chandrappa 

comes after Karnataka 

Congress working presi-

dent R Dhruvanarayana 

passed away last month. 

OTHER TOP STORIES

ISRAEL LAUNCHES RETALIATORY 

AIRSTRIKES AGAINST TARGETS IN SYRIA

FINANCE MINISTER TO HOST G20 MEET, 

ATTEND IMF, WB MEETS IN UNITED STATES

Tel Aviv (ANI): Israel carried out artillery strikes in south-

ern Syria, in response to six rockets that were launched 

from its Islamic neighbour, The Times of Israel reported 

citing Israel Defence Force. The IDF did not immediately 

provide further details on the strikes. Earlier, 3 more rock-

ets were launched from southern Syria at Israeli towns in 

the Golan Heights, the Israel Defense Forces said.

New Delhi (PTI): Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will 

leave for the US to attend the 2023 Spring Meetings of the 

World Bank Group (WBG) and the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF), along with G20 meetings. She will host the 

second G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors 

(FMCBG) meeting under India’s G20 Presidency .

—PHOTO BY PTI
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4 TRACKS, 3 TRAINS

A DEADLY DISASTER

KAVACH
FAIL?
RAIL

MONI SHARMA 

Balasore/New Delhi:

At least 288 people were 

killed and around 1,100 

others got injured on 

Saturday, when 3 trains 

collided one after anoth-

er in a horrific sequence 

in Odisha’s Balasore 

district on late Friday. 

The train crash, one of  

the deadliest in the 

country, took place in 

Balasore district about 

250 km south of  Kolkata 

and 170 km north of  

Bhubaneswar around 7 

pm on Friday, prompt-

ing the Railway Minis-

try to order a probe. 

Three trains – the 

Bengaluru-Howrah Su-

perfast Express, Shali-

mar-Chennai Central 

Coromandel Express 

and a goods train were 

involved in the accident.

A South Eastern Rail-

way official on Satur-

day informed that the 

rescue operations at the 

site have been complet-

ed. An enquiry into the 

accident will be held by 

the commissioner of  

railway safety (CRS), 

South Eastern circle, 

the official said.

‘DISTRESSED’ PM NARENDRA MODI VOWS 

PUNISHMENTS OVER DEADLY CRASH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday visited 

Balasore train accident site to take the stock of the situ-

ation and met injured victims in the hospital. Modi said 

that those found guilty will be punished stringently and 

Railway is also working towards track restoration. He 

also reviewed relief works that are underway. He was 

briefed by Ashwini Vaishnaw, Dharmendra Pradhan 

and others. He also interacted with locals, personnel 

from the disaster relief forces and railways offi cials. 

PM Modi also visited a hospital to meet the injured.

GOOD SAMARITANS QUEUE UP 

AT HOSPS TO DONATE BLOOD

AIR FORCE DEPLOYS MI-17 

COPTERS FOR EVACUATIONS

COROMANDEL 

ENTERED WRONG 

LOOP LINE... After India witnessed one of its deadli-

est train accidents in Odisha’s Balas-

ore, large number of people came out 

voluntarily to donate blood to more 

than 1,100 injured in horrifi c accident. 

Locals have volunteered and tirelessly 

working to help in the search and res-

cue operations at the accident site.

IAF on Saturday deployed Mi-17 heli-

copters for the evacuation of deceased 

and injured in the Odisha triple train 

accident, informed Eastern Command. 

According to Eastern Command, IAF 

is coordinating the rescue efforts with 

civil administration & Indian Railways.

Preliminary investiga-

tions, have revealed 

that the Coromandel 

Express train entered 

an adjacent loop and 

collided with a station-

ery goods train which 

led to the derailment. 

Meanwhile, the other 

passenger train – 

Yashwantpur-Howrah 

Express – passed 

through the down 

main line, colliding 

with Coromandel 

Express thus leading 

to two of its coaches 

overturning, derailing.

The rescue 
operation has 

been complet-

ed and restoration work 

has started. We will 

thoroughly investigate 

this incident and will 

ensure such incidents 

don’t happen in future.

—Ashwini Vaishnaw, 

Railways minister
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MIN ASHWINI VAISHNAW INSPECTS TRAIN 

CRASH SITE, ORDERS HIGH-LEVEL PROBE

U
nion railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 

on Saturday reached the Odisha train ac-

cident spot in Balasore and announced that a 

high-level committee will be instituted to probe the 

incident. Reiterating that focus will remain on rescue 

ops and ensuring adequate medical help for victims, 

Vaishnaw added rail safety commissioner will con-

duct an independent probe. The inquiry will be led by 

AM Chowdhary, commissioner rly safety, SE Circle.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

 Anti-train collision 

system ‘Kavach’ was 

not available on route: 

Railway Spokesperson

 Odisha and TN 

declare one-day state 

mourning in view of 

the horrifi c train crash

 More than 48 trains 

cancelled, 39 diverted 

and 10 trains have

been short terminated 

It’s a painful, 

serious incident. 

Instructions have 

been issued for 

probe from every 

angle. Those 

found guilty will 

be punished 
stringently.

—Narendra Modi, 

Prime Minister

WORLD LEADERS  

CONDOLE...

Mishra, Birla, Gehlot condole  

kin of Odisha train victims

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Governor 

Kalraj Mishra, LS 

Speaker Om Birla and 

CM Ashok Gehlot have 

expressed grief  over 

the train accident in 

Balasore, Odisha in 

which 50 people were 

killed. They prayed to 

God to give peace to the 

souls of  the deceased 

and strength to family 

to bear this loss. “My 

deepest sympathies are 

with the families of  

those who lost their 

lives in this accident. I 

wish speedy recovery 

of  injured. May Lord 

Jagannath protect eve-

ryone,” Gehlot tweeted.

Om Birla said that 

there is a need to work 

seriously and take steps 

to prevent the recur-

rence of  such unfortu-

nate accidents. Speak-

ing to the media at the 

Speaker’s camp office 

during in Kota, Birla 

expressed condolences 

to dead and said that he 

is extremely saddened 

after receiving the news 

of  the accident.

Guv Kalraj Mishra CM Ashok Gehlot

THE MAJOR TRAIN 

TRAGEDIES IN INDIA

AUGUST 20, 1995

NOVEMBER 26, 1998

AUGUST 2, 1999

JULY 8, 1981

NOVEMBER 20, 2016

Firozabad Train Collision 

200 km from Delhi, claimed 

lives of over 358 people.

Jammu Tawi-Sealdah col-

lided with Kalindi Express 

near, Punjab; 212 killed.

Gaisal Train Disaster near 

Punjab resulted in tragic 

deaths of 290 people.

Island Express collided with 

passenger train near Kerala; 

150 people died in accident

More than 150 lives lost 

when Indore-Patna Express 

derailed near Pukhrayan, 

Uttar Pradesh

Please accept our deep 

condolences over tragic 

aftermath of the train 

collision in Odisha.

—Vladimir Putin,

President of Russia

My deepest condolenc-

es to President Murmu, 

PM Modi and people of 

India after tragic train 

accident in Odisha.

—Emmanuel Macron,

President of France

On behalf of the Chi-

nese govt and people, I 

express sympathies to 

bereaved kin, speedy 

recovery for injured.

—Xi Jinping,

President of China

Saddened by news of 

loss of many precious 

lives, injuries in train 

accident in Odisha. 

—Fumio Kishida,

Japanese PM

The train crash in 

Odisha broke my heart. 

I’m sending my deepest 

condolences to those 

who lost loved ones.

—Justin Trudeau, 

Canadian PM

Deepest condolence 

to the families and the 

Government of India for 

train crash in Odisha. 

—Csaba Korosi,

UNGA President 

LS Speaker Om Birla

288 DIE, MORE THAN 

1,100 INJURED AFTER 

TRAGIC ODISHA CRASH

MORE COVERAGE 

ON PAGES 4 & 11

FOR BETTER EDUCATION TO MINORITIES

Raj government 
to open hostels in 
different districts

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur

n order to pro-
vide better edu-
cation to the 

students of minority 

communities in the state, 

the state govt is going to 

open hostels in different 

dists. Along with this, a 

hostel for working wom-

en in Jaipur’s Mansar-

ovar and a Minority Citi-

zen Facilitation Centre in 

Jodhpur will be set up.

CM Gehlot has ap-

proved the proposal to 

increase the amount of 

Minority Development 

Fund to `200 crore in-

cluding its establishment 

and to get approved prog-

ress works done under 

the fund in 2022-23.

10 hostels in 9 districts:

Hostels of 50 beds each 

will be made in Jaipur at 

Kishanpole (girls), Dudu, 

Kuchaman City (girls) in 

Nagaur, Baran, Bharat-

pur, Bikaner, Ajmer, 

Bundi, Chittorgarh and 

Churu. The total cost of 

these will be `28 crore. 

100-bed working wom-

en hostel: A 100 beds 

hostel will be built for 

working women belong-

ing to minority commu-

nities in Mansarovar, 

priority will be given to 

low-paid women. P8
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RAINS OF 
CHAOS!

Moni Sharma

New Delhi/Jaipur

PM Narendra Modi dis-

cussed the issue of exces-

sive rainfall with Uttara-

khand CM Pushkar Singh 

Dhami and Himachal 

Pradesh CM Sukhvinder 

Singh Sukhu about the 

situation due to excessive 

rains and assured them of 

all help and support from 

Centre, sources said on 

Monday. Rains pounded 

several parts of N-India, 

killing atleast 100 people 

in cases of floods, land-

slides. Horrifying visuals 

were shared online from 

HP, Uttarakhand and 

Delhi, showing vehicles 

being washed away, 

roads, NHs and bridges 

collapsing as the water 

levels rose. MORE ON P7

l Heavy rains pummel 

North India; Army and 

NDRF step in for rescue

l Over 100 people die 

in cases of floods and 

landslides across nation

PM Modi speaks 

with Himachal 

& U’Khand CMs

Himachal Pradesh has not witnessed such 

“widespread heavy rains” in the past 50 years 

and the State has suffered a loss of about `

3,000 crore in this monsoon season so far.

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU, CHIEF MINISTER

HUNDREDS STRANDED IN HP, MANALI-LEH NH

4 more people died and more than 200 people 

remain stranded due to landslides in Shimla, 

Manali in worst-hit state Himachal Pradesh on 

Monday. The Shimla-Kalka highway remained blocked 

on Monday morning, as rains continued to beat down. 

A cloud burst in Thunag caused flash floods in Mandi. 

Rail operations on the Shimla-Kalka route suspended.

HUGE CHUNK OF NH COLLAPSES AMID RAIN

Several bridges and roads collapsed due to 

the sheer force of gushing water in HP. A huge 

chunk of the national highway caved in near 

Rohatang on Monday, leaving hundreds of vehicles 

stranded along the stretch. Officials said work is on to 

clear the debris. The traffic between Kullu and Manali 

has been affected due to the ongoing repair work. 

RPSC OFFICER SWEPT 

AWAY IN AJMER, DEAD 
7-YR-OLD BOY WASHED 

AWAY IN DRAIN IN CITY

Himachal 

Jaipur

Delhi 

Uttar Pradesh 

Ajmer: A RPSC 

section officer, 

Dilip Singh, died 

after being swept away in a 

drain during heavy rains in 

Ajmer on Sunday night. He 

had stopped near the drain 

to avoid rain but fell into 

the drain. People around 

tried to save him but could 

not. Later, his bike was 

found. Police and rescue 

team found his body in the 

afternoon.

Jaipur: A 6-year-old 

boy identified as 

Rishi Kumar was 

swept away in gushing wa-

ters of an overflowing drain 

in the Murlipura area of Jai-

pur on Monday. People saw 

the child floating in the drain 

& took him to a private hos-

pital where he was declared 

dead. RSCPCR chairman 

Sangeeta Beniwal has 

sought a report from Jaipur 

collector in the incident. 

Army personnel evacuate the locals stuck near flooded Gopal 

Colony as Badi Nadi river entered Patiala on Monday.  ANI

Debris of washed away trees, construction material floats through 

a street during flash floods at Thunag area in Mandi district.  PTI

People push an ambulance as it breaks down at a severely 

waterlogged road amid heavy showers in Jaipur on Monday. 

Swollen Beas river during heavy rainfall, in Kullu on Monday.  PTI

YAMUNA LEVEL RISES, 

KEJRI HOLDS MEETING
Delhi/NCR has seen 

more rain over the 

weekend than it 

usually does over the whole 

of July. After two days of 

heavy rain caused waterlog-

ging across the city, Delhi 

CM Arvind Kejriwal Monday 

held a meeting with senior 

officers to discuss ongoing 

issue and increasing water 

level of Yamuna River.

34 DEAD IN RAIN-

RELATED INCIDENTS
As many as 34 

people have been 

reported dead across 

UP in rain-related incidents 

in the last 24 hours. Official 

on Monday, deaths occurred 

due to lightning, drowning, 

and other causes as State 

was lashed by heavy rainfall. 

CM Yogi Adityanath has 

expressed his condolences 

over the loss of lives.

India to sign deal for 26 Rafale 

Naval Jets and 3 Submarines

In fresh affidavit in SC, Centre 

defends Article 370 abrogation

First India Bureau

New Delhi

India is likely to sign 

deals to buy 26 Rafale M 

naval jets and three addi-

tional Scorpene subma-

rines from France. These 

deals are expected to be 

announced during Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s 

visit to France scheduled 

between July 14 and 16. 

The defence procurement 

board (DPP) cleared the 

deals on Monday. The 

deals, worth approxi-

mately `90,000 cr, will 

include 26 Rafale M air-

craft, consisting of 22 

single-seater & 4 double-

seater trainer versions. 

First India Bureau

New Delhi

The Centre on Monday 

filed an affidavit before 

the SC defending its deci-

sion to scrap Article 370 

in J&K, stating that the 

move had brought “un-

precedented stability and 

progress”. It sais, through 

abrogation of Article 370, 

region is now getting ac-

customed to peace, pros-

perity and stability with 

substantial income.

French President 

Emmanuel Macron 

will host PM Narendra 

Modi for dinner at 

the iconic Louvre 

museum in Paris. PM 

Modi will attend 

France’s Bastille Day 

celebration as a 

guest of honour

PENSION: GEHLOT WILL 

TRANSFER `1,005 CR
Gehlot will transfer 

an amount of over 

`1,005 crore as 

pension for May and June 

to bank accounts of over 50 

lakh beneficiaries through 

Direct Benefit Transfer 

under the State Level Social 

Security Pension Scheme 

Beneficiary Dialogue Pro-

gram. Gehlot will interact 

with the beneficiaries via 

VC at 12 noon today.

TMC MP’S PLEA AGAINST 

CBI, ED PROBE REJECTED
The Supreme Court 

Monday rejected 

TMC MP Abhishek 

Banerjee’s plea against the 

Calcutta HC order directing 

the CBI and ED to probe 

him in connection with WB 

teacher recruitment scam.

Aditi Nagar, Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur

Congress on Monday ef-

fected a major rejig in its 

Rajasthan unit ahead of 

Assembly polls, appoint-

ing 21 VPs, a treasurer, 

48 gen secys, 1 gen secy 

org, 121 secys and 25 

district chiefs. Jitendra 

Singh, Naseem Akhtar 

Insaf, Kailash Meena, 

Rajkumar Jaypal & Dar-

shan Singh are among 21 

newly-appointed VPs. 

Lalit Tunwal is gen secy 

organization of Rajasthan 

PCC while Sitaram Agar-

wal is treasurer.  P8

First India Bureau

New Delhi

Foxconn and Vedanta are 

committed to semicon-

ductor mission & Make-

in-India programme of 

the country, Union Min-

ister Ashwini Vaishnaw 

said on Monday. Remarks

came against backdrop of 

Foxconn announcing 

pulling out of its semi-

conductor joint venture 

Vedanta Foxconn Semi-

conductors Pvt Ltd. P6

India just getting 

started: Min after

Foxconn blow

l SC issued notices to the 

LG and the Centre to make 

them parties in hearing. The 

prayer for stay on Ordinance 

will be heard on July 17.

l SC cannot be used as 

platform to escalate tension 

in Manipur. SC cleared that 

it can’t take law, order in its 

hand to douse the violence. 

CM Ashok Gehlot

External Affairs Minister S. 

Jaishankar files nomination 

for the forthcoming RS 

Elections in the presence of 

Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel 

in Gandhinagar on Monday.

President Joe Biden met 

British PM Rishi Sunak and 

King Charles on Monday as 

he began a four-day visit to 

Europe, including a trip to 

Lithuania for NATO summit.

IN BRIEF

Ad-hoc panel asks IOA 

to approach OCA again

With extended deadline of 

July 22 fast approaching 

to send athletes’ entries by 

names for the Asian 

Games, the IOA ad-hoc 

panel on Monday yet 

again failed to set the date 

for the trails to pick the 

Indian wrestling team, 

leaving fraternity baffled.

SENSEX

65,344.17
63.72 

BSE
19,355.90

24.10 

NIFTY

Raj Cong rejig: 
21 VPs, 48 gen 
secys, 121 secys

CM OKAYS TO INCREASE `200 CRORE 

FOR MINORITY DEVELOPMENT FUND

HOSTEL FOR WORKING WOMEN TO 

BE MADE IN JAIPUR’S MANSAROVAR

 MINORITY CITIZEN FACILITATION 

CENTRE TO BE SET UP IN JODHPUR

First India Bureau

Bengaluru

rime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
Modi took a 

sortie on the indigenous-

ly built light combat 

fighter aircraft Tejas in 

Bengaluru on Saturday. 

PM Modi visited 

Bengaluru-based de-

fence PSU Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited on 

Saturday and reviewed 

the ongoing work at its 

manufacturing facility, 

officials said.
“Successfully com-

pleted a sortie on the 

Tejas. The experience 

was incredibly enrich-

ing, significantly bolster-

ing my confidence in our 

country’s indigenous 

capabilities, and leaving 

me with a renewed sense 

of pride and optimism 

about our national poten-

tial,” PM posted on X.

Tejas is a single-

seater fighter aircraft 

but the Prime Minister 

took a sortie in the 

twin-seat trainer vari-

ant operated by the Air 

Force. The Indian 

Navy also operates the 

twin-seater variant. 

Tejas is the smallest 

and lightest aircraft in 

its class and the dimen-

sions and the extensive 

use of composite struc-

ture make it lighter.

Prime 

Minister 

Narendra 

Modi before 

taking a 

sortie on 

the Tejas, in 

Bengaluru, 

on Saturday.

P
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FATE OF 1862 CANDIDATES SEALED IN EVMs, FINGERS CROSSED TILL DEC 3

Rashpal Singh

Jaipur

ore than 74.13 

per cent of the 

electorate in Ra-

jasthan voted on Saturday 

in a bipolar contest in-

volving the Congress and 

the BJP to elect the next 

government. The polling 

percentage is tentative till 

late Saturday and is likely 

to increase by Sunday, 

said Chief Election Of-

ficer Praveen Gupta.

The polling passing 

off peacefully barring a 

few stray incidents of 

violence. Voters across 

the state were seen par-

ticipating enthusiastical-

ly and casting their fran-

chise in the festival of 

democracy.
Polling at more than 

about 51,890 polling 

booths in 199 assembly 

constituencies began at 7 

am and ended at 6 pm. 

Voters who reached the 

booths before 6 pm were 

allowed to vote beyond 

the deadline also.
Detailed and regular 

exhaustive reviews with 

Chief Secretaries/DGs of 

Police of neighboring 

States and other 

enforcement 
agencies by 
the Commis-
sion ensured 
smooth, free, 
fair, inclu-
s i v e 

and accessible elections 

in a single phase across 

199 ACs in Rajasthan on 

Saturday.
In the last assembly 

elections in 2018, the state 

recorded a voter turnout 

of 74.06 per cent. The 

Election Commission had 

set a target of at least 75 

per cent turnout in each 

constituency this time.

Nearly 10 per cent of 

the electorate cast their 

votes in the first two 

hours of voting and the 

figure went up to nearly 

25 per cent by 11 am and 

to more than 40 per cent 

by 1 pm.
Polling in the 

Karanpur assem-

bly constitu-
ency in Sri 
Ganganagar 
has been post-
poned due to the 

death of the Con-
gress candidate.

The votes will be 

counted on December 3.

 MORE ON 

 P2, 3, 8 & 12

M

“Sense of pride and optimism”

PM Modi after flying on Tejas Fighter Jet In Bengaluru

PM’S TEJAS SORTIE
`36,468 CR ORDERS 

FOR TEJAS JETS
Under the 
Narendra Modi 

government, an 

order of Rs 36,468 crore 

for the delivery of 83 

LCA Mk 1A Tejas aircraft 

has been placed with 

Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited, offi cial sources 

said on Saturday.

IN TELANGANA, MODI 

ATTACKS CONG & BRS
Addressing an 

election rally in 

Telangana’s Ka-

mareddy, PM Narendra 

Modi on Saturday said 

though the TRS and 

UPA have changed their 

names, their corruption 

and misrule can never 

be changed.  P6

OTHER 
TOP 

STORIES

Nation remembered and paid 

tributes to veteran Congress 

leader Late Ahmed Patel on 

his third death anniversary on 

Saturday (November 25).

 HAMAS WILL RELEASE 14 

ISRAELI HOSTAGES FOR ISRAEL 

FREEING 42 PALESTINIANS

 PAK MILITARY COURT SENTENCES 

TWO FORMER ARMY OFFICERS FOR 

ESPIONAGE THE SECOND SWAP

 AT LEAST 11 KILLED IN 

FIRE AT SHOPPING MALL IN 

KARACHI CITY OF PAKISTAN

 CBI BEGINS PROBE IN CASH-FOR-

QUERY CASE AGAINST TMC’S LOK 

SABHA MP MAHUA MOITRA

 IT MAY TAKE LONG TIME 

TO RESCUE 41 WORKERS 

TRAPPED IN SILKYARA TUNNEL

 ED SEARCHES REALTY MAJOR DLF 

IN MONEY LAUNDERING CASE AGAINST 

SUPERTECHTUNNEL: NDMA

 THREE CHARRED TO DEATH, 

TWO INJURED IN THE EAST 

CHAMPARAN DIST OF BIHAR

 INDIA-AUSTRALIA 2nd

INTERNATIONAL T20 MATCH TO BE 

HELD IN THIRUVANANTHAPURAM TODAY

RAJASTHAN

There seems to be an undercurrent. 

Looks like the (Congress) government 

will be repeated. The 

public has understood. It 

appears that the Congress 

government will come again.

Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister

BJP is coming to power with a huge 

majority. This time people will vote 

keeping in mind crimes 

committed against women, 

paper leak incidents and 

corruption during the five-year 

rule of the Congress.

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister

 No repolling on any booth 

 More than 61,000 voters 

above 80 years of age and 

disabled people voted from 

home 

 22.61 lakh voters in the 

age group of 18-19 years 

were registered 

 ECI had set a target of at 

least 75 per cent turnout in 

each constituency this time

 34,000 voters uploaded 

selfi es on CEO Rajasthan 

website 

Webcasting facility in 

over 26,393 Polling stations 

 12,433 booths identifi ed 

as vulnerable and critical 

 8 All-Women Managed 

Polling Stations, 8 All-Youth 

Managed Polling Stations 

and one All-Divyang Man-

aged Polling Stations were 

set up in each constituency

74.13%

VOTER 
TURNOUT

 In Sanwler village of 

Kaman in Deeg district, 

two persons including a 

policeman were injured in 

stone-pelting

 In Sikar’s Fatehpur, 

two groups clashed and a 

jawan was injured in the 

violence

 In Uniara of Tonk 

district, 40-50 people tried 

to enter a polling booth. 

However, the situation 

was brought under control, 

SP Rajarshi Raj said

SOME INCIDENTS

 An altercation occurred 

between a polling agent 

and a person outside 

a polling booth in 

Dholpur’s Bari assembly 

constituency

JAIPUR
DISTRICT 75.16%

 Polling held peacefully barring 

a few stray incidents of violence

 Results will be declared after 

the counting of votes on Dec 3

LS Speaker Om Birla votes in Kota. Guv Kalraj Mishra votes in Jaipur. Ashok Gehlot votes in Jodhpur.

Vasundhara Raje votes in Jhalawar.

Gajendra Shekhawat votes in Jodhpur.

Dr CP Joshi votes in Nathdwara. Sachin Pilot votes in Jaipur.

74.06% IN 2018HIGHER 
THAN

51,890 
Total polling 

booths

4.36 LAKH
87.79%

Voting was done through 

postal ballots

Highest polling in Pokran, 

Nimbahera 85.14%, Tijara 85.15%, 

Bari 83.15%, Bagidaura 82.05%

199
seats for 

Voting CR    SSED

15 years of 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks

CR    SSEDCR    SSEDCR    SSEDNOW FINGERSFINGERS INKED,

FIGURES TILL GOING TO THE PRESS

Moni Sharma

New Delhi

PM Narendra Modi on 

Saturday welcomed 

world leaders and foreign 

delegates to the 2-day 

G20 Leaders' Summit in 

New Delhi at Bharat 

Mandapam by standing 

in front of replica of the 

wheel from Konark Sun 

Temple in Odisha. The 

Konark Wheel symbol-

ises time, 

Kalachakra, and 

progress and con-

tinuous change.
Noting that In-

dia's G20 Presi-
dency has be-

come a symbol of inclu-

sion both inside and out-

side the country, PM 

Narendra Modi during 

first session of the sum-

mit under the theme 'One 

Earth' at Bharat Manda-

pam on Saturday said  

that it has become "Peo-

ple's G20" in India and 

crores of citizens are con-

nected with it.  PM Modi 

spoke of global challeng-

es and said 'Sabka 

Saath, Sabka Vi-
kas, Sabka 
Vishwas, Sab-
ka Prayas' can 
be the torch 
bearer to ad-
dress these.  

Konark Wheel symbol-

ises time, 

Kalachakra, and 

progress and con-

tinuous change.
Noting that In-

dia's G20 Presi-
dency has be-

es and said 'Sabka 

Saath, Sabka Vi-
kas, Sabka 
Vishwas, Sab-
ka Prayas' can 
be the torch 
bearer to ad-

34°C
25°C
Min

Humidity 67%

Max

Times of clouds and sun 

across State during day
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HAPPENINGSMAJOR
l PM Modi and Rishi 

Sunak agree to ‘work 

at pace’ towards FTA 

at G20 bilateral meet.

l India and Japan are 

keen to step up ties in 

connectivity and com-

merce, says PM Modi

l PM Modi on Satur-

day held bilateral talks 

with his Italian counter-

part Giorgia Meloni.

l Plans for an ambi-

tious India-Middle 

East-Europe Economic 

Corridor were unveiled.

l PM Modi joins hands 

with Biden, Da Silva & 

other leaders for ‘Global 

Biofuels Alliance’.

The theme for 

India’s G20 

presidency, 

‘Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam - 

One Earth, One 

Family, One 

Future’, is a 

global roadmap 

for sustainable, 

inclusive and 

human-centric 

development.

DROUPADI MURMU, 
PRESIDENT OF INDIA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shares a light moment with UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan during a meeting on margins of the G20 Summit, in New Delhi on Saturday.

DAY 1 OF G20 SUMMIT: FIRST SESSION - ‘ONE EARTH’ 

WORLD SEES 
INDIA’S GLORY!

FEATURES OF THE 
KONARK WHEEL 
BEHIND PM MODI

l NALANDA MAHAVI-

HARA was in operation 

between 5th century and 

12th century. Its legacy 

goes back to Buddha’s 

and Mahavira’s era 

refl ecting ancient Indias’ 

advancement towards 

disseminating knowl-

edge and wisdom.

l Its embrace of diversi-

ty, meritocracy, freedom 

of thought, collective 

governance, autonomy, 

and knowledge sharing 

all align with the core 

principles of democracy. 

Reputed as one of the 

earliest international 

universities in the world.

l Nalanda is a liv-

ing testament to the 

enduring spirit of India’s 

advanced educational 

pursuit and its commit-

ment to build a harmoni-

ous world community, 

aligning with India’s G20 

Presidency theme, Vas-

udhaiva Kutumbakam.

India’s G20 presidency has become 

symbol of inclusion inside, outside 

country, says PM in opening speech

Odisha basks in the glory as India 

showcases “Konark Wheel” while 

welcoming delegates in G20 Summit

PM Narendra Modi hugs President of the Union of the Comoros 

and Chairperson of the African Union (AU) Azali Assoumani as 

the latter takes his seat in the G20 Summit in Delhi on Saturday.

AFRICAN UNION BECOMES PERMANENT G20 MEMBER

The African Union became a full member of the G-20 

here on Saturday. Welcoming the African Union’s 

Chairperson Azaly Assoumani to the table of the G-20 

leaders, PM Narendra Modi said the inclusion of the African 

bloc will enhance the effectiveness of the G-20. After the EU, 

African Union is the second regional bloc to join the G20.

Huge win as India 

clinches consensus...

G20 LEADERS 

ADOPT ‘DELHI 

DECLARATION’

(Left) S Jaishankhar, Nirmala Sitharaman, PK Mishra and others 

apprise ‘Delhi Declaration’ as PM Modi looks on during Session-2.

T he New Delhi Lead-

ers’ Summit Decla-

ration was adopted on 

Saturday in a massive 

breakthrough as members 

of the G20 arrived at a 

“100% consensus” on the 

opening day of the Sum-

mit on Saturday. “Due to 

the hard work of our team, 

consensus has been built 

on New Delhi G20 Lead-

ers’ Summit Declaration. 

My proposal is to adopt 

this leadership declara-

tion. I announce to adopt 

this declaration. On this 

occasion, I congratulate 

my Sherpa, ministers, 

who made it possible,” 

PM Modi said while mak-

ing announcement. Decla-

ration adopted by leaders 

focusses on strong & sus-

tainable growth, acceler-

ating progress on sustain-

able development goals, 

green development pact.

WHY NEW ‘DELHI 
DECLARATION' IS 
CALLED ‘HISTORIC’?

India’s G20 Sherpa 

Amitabh Kant said 

tha today’s era must 

be marked as the golden 

age of human-centric 

globalisation and India’s 

G20 Presidency under the 

leadership of PM Narendra 

Modi has worked tirelessly 

towards this goal. The new 

geopolitical paragraphs are 

a powerful call for planet, 

people, peace and prosper-

ity in today’s world.

AMID NAME-CHANGE 

BUZZ, PM MODI’S CARD 

AT G20 READS ‘BHARAT’
The country’s name 

was displayed as 

‘Bharat’ on the name 

card in front of Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi, as he 

addressed the G20 Summit 

in New Delhi on Saturday. 

At the summit, PM Modi 

was also identifi ed as the 

leader representing ‘Bharat’.

“It is my proposal that 

this G20 declaration 

be adopted,” PM said. 

The declaration was 

welcomed with all the 

G20 members 

thumping their desksKNOW ABOUT G20 ‘ANTICS’... DINNER DIPLOMACY!

BIRTHDAY PLANS GO FOR A TOSS!

Amid heightened security in Delhi, a case of 

drone fl ying in the Patel Nagar area came to 

the fore. Police registered an FIR and upon 

probe, it was found that a birthday party was being 

celebrated, and the drone was fl own to cover the 

video of the event.

BOMB HOAX TESTS 

TIGHT SECURITY...
Delhi Police 

receives hoax 

bomb call near 

Jama Masjid. After 

further investigation, the 

police found that nothing 

was suspicious. A child 

saw an abandoned bag 

and informed the police, 

claiming that it may 

contain a bomb.

GUYS BEWARE OF 

BIDEN’S ‘BEAST’!
US President Joe 

Biden’s ‘beast’ 

makes appear-

ance on Delhi’s roads 

during G20. State car is 

known by several names, 

most popularly as ‘Beast’. 

There are at least 2 iden-

tical Beasts with match-

ing registration plates in 

every motorcade. 

AGENDRA 
FOR TODAY

PM Modi will have a 

working lunch meeting 

with French President 

Emmanuel Macron. 

He will be having a 

pull-aside meeting with 

Canadian PM Minister 

Justin Trudeau. He will 

have meetings with 

leaders from Comoros, 

Turkey, South Korea, 

UAE, Nigeria, Brazil, 

European Union and 

the European Council. 

The leaders will also lay 

a wreath at Mahatma 

Gandhi’s Samadhi. 

MORE ON PAGE 10

Prime Minister Narendra Modi holds hands with (L) World 

Bank President Ajay Banga, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 

Lula Da Silva, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and US 

President Joe Biden during the G20 Leaders' Summit, at Bharat 

Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, in New Delhi on Saturday. 

READY, STEADY 

VOTE
Rajasthan all set for 

battle royale today

PROMINENT 
FACES IN FRAY
CM Ashok Gehlot, 

Vasundhara Raje, Dr CP 

Joshi, Shanti Dhariwal, 

Sachin Pilot, Rajendra 

Rathore, Diya Kumari, 

Rajyavardhan Rathore, 

Baba Balaknath, Kirodi 

Lal Meena

QUOTE-UNQUOTE

A total of 10,501 polling stations 

have been set up in urban areas and 

41,006 in rural areas. Live webcast-

ing will be conducted at a total of 

26,393 polling stations. These polling centers will 

be monitored from the district level control room.

Praveen Gupta, Chief Electoral Officer

More than 70,000 Rajasthan Police 

personnel, 18,000 Rajasthan Home 

Guards, 2,000 Rajasthan Border 

Home Guards, 15,000 Home Guards 

of other states (Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, 

Madhya Pradesh), 120 RAC Companies will also be 

involved. Umesh Mishra, Director General of Police

VOTE
Rashpal Singh

Jaipur

ajasthan is all 
set to vote today 
to elect mem-

bers of a new assembly on 

199 out of 200 assembly 

constituencies. Due to the 

death of Congress candi-

date and sitting MLA in 

Sri Ganganagar’s Karan-

pur seat Gurmeet Singh 

Koonar, election in this 

constituency has been ad-

journed. Polling will be 

held amid tight security 

arrangements, said Chief 

electoral officer Praveen 

Gupta. The BJP is aiming 

to unseat the ruling Con-

gress, which is striving 

hard change the trend of 

alternate governments in 

the State.  P6, 7 & 10

VOTE
POLL-READY

Polling offi cials with EVMs and other election material leave for poll duty on 

the eve of voting for Rajasthan Assembly elections, in Jaipur, on Friday.

Election offi cials with EVMs at Bhawani 

Niketan in Jaipur on Friday.

Shekhar

  OPS law

  Caste census

  Gas cylinder for Rs 400

  Purchase of cow dung at Rs 2 per kg

  Rs 10,000 to female heads every year

GUARANTEES OF CM 

ASHOK GEHLOTGUARANTEES OF PM 
NARENDRA MODI

Reform of law & order 

Curb corruption 

Women safety 

Curb paper leaks 

Hindutva 

BIG ISSUES OF BJP 

AND CONGRESS5 R

5,25,48,105
199

51,890 

1862

1,70,99,334

22,61,008

VOTERS ON 199 SEATS

out of 
200 seats

Total polling 
booths

candidates 
in fray

Voters in age 

group of 18-30

New voters in age 

group of 18-19

7 AM 
TO

 6 PM

From 

Live webcasting on

polling stations
26,393 

1,02,290 700
Security personnel 

deployed 

Companies of 

CAPF deployed
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RNI NUMBER: RAJENG/2019/77764 | VOL 5 | ISSUE NO. 169 | PAGES 14 | `3.00

Rajasthan’s Own English Newspaper

fi rstindia.co.in      fi rstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur       thefi rstindia      thefi rstindia       thefi rstindia

CLICK & JOIN FIRST 

INDIA NEWSPAPER 

WHATSAPP CHANNEL

“RESPOND TO PROBLEMS OF 

COMMON PEOPLE PROMPTLY”

President Droupadi Murmu on Friday 

said it is the duty of civil servants to 

respond promptly to the grievances 

of the people.

PM MODI TO REVIEW HAL SITE 

IN BENGALURU TODAY
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 

visit the Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited (HAL) site in Karnataka’s 

Bengaluru on Saturday morning.

ALL SAMPRADAYAS NEED TO 

FOLLOW DISCIPLINE: BHAGWAT

Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh 

Chief Mohan Bhagwat on Friday said 

that all ‘Sampradayas’ in Bharat need 

to be purifi ed to follow discipline.

JAILED EX-PM OF PAK IMRAN 

TO BE GRILLED IN GRAFT CASE

A Pakistani court has granted four 

more days to the anti-graft body to in-

terrogate jailed former PM Imran Khan 

in the Al-Qadir Trust corruption case.

A man walks past a 

billboard calling for return 

of 240 hostages who were 

abducted during the Oct 7, 

Hamas attack on Israel, in 

Jerusalem on Friday.  P9

IN BRIEF

Satwik-Chirag duo 

enters semis of China 

Masters Super 750
Shenzhen: India’s HS 

Prannoy made unforced 

errors galore to make an 

exit but Satwiksairaj 

Rankireddy and Chirag 

Shetty stormed into the 

men’s doubles semifinal 

at the China Masters 

Super 750 badminton 

tournament here on Fri-

day. Satwik and Chirag 

are India’s top seeds.

Ex-Indian navymen on 

death row: Qatar court 

admits convicts’ appeal

New Delhi: A Qatari 

court has admitted the 

Indian govt’s appeal 

against the death penal-

ty handed down to eight 

former Indian Navy per-

sonnel in that country, 

according to media re-

ports, even as there was 

no official word from 

the Ministry of External 

Affairs here on Friday.

Filmmaker Rajkumar 

Kohli passes away
Mumbai: Veteran film-

maker Rajkumar Kohli 

has died at 93. He was 

famous for directing 

several Bollywood films 

such as ‘Dulla Bhatti’ 

(1966), ‘Lootera’ 
(1970), ‘Nagin’ (1976), 

‘Jaani Dushman’ (1979), 

‘Naukar Biwi Ka’ and 

‘Raaj Tilak’ (1984).

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

Defying odds, 2 men tie ‘nuptial knot’ in Udaipur First India Bureau

Jaipur

A half-burnt body of a 

25-year-old woman was 

found on Friday morning 

under Kalwar police sta-

tion area. Prima facie, 

investigation revealed 

that the girl was mur-

dered elsewhere and the 

body was brought here 

and burnt. Locals spotted 

some stray dogs fighting 

to eat the body. Soon, vil-

lagers gathered and in-

formed the police. The 

Kalwar police has col-

lected evidence with the 

help of FSL team. 

First India Bureau

Churu/ Gangapur City

Seven people died and four 

were seriously injured in 

two separate accidents in 

State on Friday. The first 

accident, involving an 

SUV and a car, was report-

ed from Sardar city of 

Churu. Here,  three people 

died on the spot. Six in-

jured were taken to Sardar-

shahr govt hospital. They 

were referred to PBM 

Hospital in Bikaner. On the 

way, the condition of two 

became serious and they 

were admitted to the Govt 

hospital in Dungargarh, 

where both died. Four de-

ceased are Muralidhar Pa-

reek (55), Noparam Pareek 

(60), Madanlal Pareek 

(60), Bhom Singh (26). 

One deceased could not be 

identified. In second acci-

dent in Gangapur City, a 

mother-son duo died when 

their bike was hit by a jeep.

Half-burnt body 
of woman 
found in Jaipur7 die, 4 injured in two 

accidents in Rajasthan

TWO GIRLS OF AJMER 

HAD COME TO GET 
MARRIED LAST YEAR, 

THERE WAS A RUCKUS
Last year in June, 

two adult girls had 

come to Udaipur 

court with the police after 

fl eeing from Ajmer. The fam-

ily members fi led a case and 

when the police searched, 

they were found in Jh-

adol area. When the police 

brought them to the court, 

both of them said that they 

wanted to get married and 

live together like husband 

and wife. But later these two 

girls were taken away by 

their parents.

Pankaj Soni

Jaipur

eyond all the 
controversies 
like opposition 

from Hindu organizations 

and opposition to homo-

sexual relations, American 

youth Taylor and NRI 

youth Nilay completed all 

the wedding rituals in a 

royal style. Last night the 

ring ceremony of both of 

them took place and be-

fore that the mehendi cer-

emony took place. After 

this, guests from the coun-

try and abroad attended 

the dinner. The marriage 

and other rituals took place 

on Friday. NRI Nilay Gup-

ta and Taylor Flachett ex-

changed vows in the even-

ing and tied the knot. Ear-

lier in the afternoon, both 

of them had haldi ceremo-

nies. After this, late in the 

evening both the family 

members and guests start-

ed preparing for the wed-

ding procession. Nilay and 

his family dressed as 

groomsmen and reached 

Taylor’s family and then 

completed the remaining 

wedding rituals.
VHP had opened a 

front against the gay mar-

riage taking place in the 

private resort of Lake 

City. The workers of the 

organization on Friday 

submitted a memoran-

dum to the District Col-

lector demanding to stop 

this marriage and take 

strict action against all the 

accused who organized 

the marriage ceremony. 

B
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CM Gehlot’s big decision for poor

Abhishek Shrivastava 

Jaipur: The Ashok Gehlot 

government has taken a 

big decision to provide re-

lief  to economically weak-

er people who possess 

lands in cities. Now the 

people of  the Economical-

ly Weaker Section (EWS) 

and Low IG class will not 

have to pay less lease 

amount for their plot than 

before.
The Urban Development 

and Housing department 

has issued an order in this 

regard. The government 

has changed the formula 

for calculating the lease 

amount of  the plot.

In order to make the 

patta of  plots easily avail-

able to the urban popula-

tion and to settle the daily 

works related to the civic 

body, the state government 

started Prashasan Shah-

ron ke Sang campaign on 

October 2, 2021, with a tar-

get to distribute more than 

10 lakh pattas.

However, many people 

do not make the full depos-

it of  the lease amount. The 

entire lease amount has to 

be deposited at the time of  

the issuing of  the lease.

To get a freehold lease, 

the plot holder has to de-

posit ten years of  lease 

amount but due to the high 

lease amount, the poor 

people were not able to de-

posit the amount.

Sensitive for the poor, 

the Ashok Gehlot govern-

ment then took a major 

decision to provide relief  

in the matter.  Turn to P8

CM Ashok Gehlot

CAN’T ALLOW ISLAMIC 

RULE IN INDIA: GOVT
‘SIMI has links with Al Qaeda, LeT, JeM, ISIS’, Centre tells SC 

First India Bureau

New Delhi: The central 

government filed a coun-

ter-affidavit in SC justify-

ing its eighth successive 

ban on the SIMI as an ‘un-

lawful association’.

Centre told SC that ‘any 

organisation that has ob-

jective of  establishing Is-

lamic rule in India cannot 

be permitted to exist. They 

should not be allowed to be 

perpetuated in our secular 

society.’ The Centre has 

filed an affidavit pertaining 

to a petition challenging 

the ban on SIMI saying, 

“SIMI objectives are con-

trary to the country’s laws 

as it aims to mobilize stu-

dents and youth in the 

propagation of  Islam and 

obtain support for ‘Jehaad.’

PAKISTAN-BASED HARKAT-UL ANSAR 

PLANNED TERROR ATTACKS IN DELHI 

New Delhi: Two terror suspects arrested recently by Delhi Police for 

allegedly planning targeted killings in India were in direct contact 

with Pakistan-based terror organisation Harkat-ul Ansar and Hizbul 

Mujahideen. Both Naushad Ali and his associate Jagjit Singh alias 

Jagga arrested last Thursday, were in touch with Nazeer Bhat, Nasir 

Khan and Nazeer Khan and Nadeem. The two arrested terrorists 

were tasked to carry out targeted attacks on “right-wing Hindu lead-

ers,” Delhi Police had said.

Chhota Shakeel’s 

relatives “visited 

Karachi”: NIA
Mumbai: Fugitive under-

world gangster Dawood 

Ibrahim’s gang member 

Salim Qureshi’s family en-

tered Pakistan illegally 

three times since 2013 via 

United Arab Emirates to at-

tend Chhota Shakeel’s func-

tions, a NIA chargesheet 

has revealed. Sazia Qureshi 

said that they were allowed 

entry and exit to and from 

Pakistan’s Karachi Airport 

without the stamp of  their 

arrival or departure on 

their passports. The NIA 

has come to know during 

interrogation that Karachi 

airport is under the control 

of  D-company.

SAANSAD KHEL MAHAKUMBH

Set targets, achieve 

new records: Modi 

asks sportspersons
First India Bureau

New Delhi: PM Narendra 

Modi on Wednesday said 

that sporting environment 

in country has significant-

ly improved, adding that 

sportspersons should now 

scout for new targets to 

script new records.

Hailing the performanc-

es of  the country’s sports-

men in international tour-

naments, the PM remarked 

that Indian sportspersons 

performing well in the in-

ternational arena is only 

the beginning and said that 

India has a long way to go 

in the field of  sports. PM 

Modi’s remarks came 

while inaugurating the 

second phase of  Saansad 

Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23 

organised in Basti district, 

Uttar Pradesh, via VC.

READ
CrucialCrucial

MALIK’S DAUGHTER-

IN-LAW BOOKED 

Mumbai: Mumbai police 

have registered a cheating 

case against NCP leader 

Nawab Malik’s son, Faraz, 

in a case of submission of 

fake documents for his wife 

Hamleen’s visa extension. 

COURT GRANTS BAIL TO 

KAMAL NATH’S NEPHEW

New Delhi: A Delhi court 

on Wednesday granted bail 

to Ratul Puri, nephew of 

former MP CM Kamal Nath, 

in money laundering case 

linked to an alleged fertiliser 

scam for which Rs 685 crore 

was claimed to have been 

paid as kickback.

YOGI ORDERS ROADMAP 

FOR PRAYAGRAJ 

MAHAKUMBH 2025

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief 

Minister Yogi Adityanath on 

Wednesday directed offi cers 

to prepare a roadmap for 

holding the Mahakumbh 2025 

in Prayagraj. The CM issued 

various directions while 

reviewing preparations for the 

Mahakumbh. 

INDIA SCORES 349, 

WINS BY 12 RUNS

India won the opener ODI 

against New Zealand riding 

high on opener Shubhman 

Gill’s knock of 208 runs, 

accumulating 349 runs. 

However, Kiwis fought hard and 

fell short by merely 12 runs.

Modi govt never makes 

appeasing policies: Shah
Former minister Manpreet Singh 

Badal quits Congress, joins BJP

Chandigarh: Former 

Punjab finance minister 

Manpreet Badal joined the 

BJP in New Delhi on 

Wednesday, owing to dif-

ferences with the current 

state party leaders, having 

resigned from Congress. 

Manpreet had differences 

with Punjab Congress 

chief  Amarinder Singh 

Raja Warring. Addressing 

his resignation to Rahul 

Gandhi, he said that seven 

years ago, he “merged the 

People’s Party of  Punjab 

with the Congress with 

hope, and expectation of  

being integrated into an 

organisation, that would 

allow me to serve both the 

people of  Punjab. Initial 

enthusiasm gradually 

gave way to disillusion-

ment.”

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah took a 

sharp dig at the previous 

governments at the Centre 

and said that, unlike the 

predecessors whose every 

step was ruled by vote bank 

politics, the policy-making 

principles of  the Centre 

under Narendra Modi is 

not dictated by the need “to 

please people” rather their 

betterment is the BJP gov-

ernment’s only aim.

He noted that some deci-

sions of  the Central gov-

ernment might appear to 

be “tough” but were for 

“people’s good”.

“There has been a big 

change in this country af-

ter Narendra Modi became 

Prime Minister. Earlier, 

policies were made with a 

view at vote banks. Naren-

dra Modi government has 

never made policies to 

please the people, but for 

the good of  the people,” 

Shah said addressing a 

function. Citing instances 

of  some of  moves includ-

ing GST and Direct Benefit 

Transfer, the Home Minis-

ter said that opposition to 

these decisions was obvi-

ous and understood.

CLOUDS CLEARED: 

JAIRAM RAMESH
J-K CONGRESS 

LEADER RESIGNS 

“Man who left Akali Dal to 

make his own party, joined 

Congress, was 

Finance Minister, 

lost by record 

margin, now joins 

BJP.” “Punjab 

Congress par se 

badal chhat gaye hain,” Jairam 

Ramesh said.

 Jammu and Kashmir Congress 

spokesperson Deepika Pushkar 

Nath has resigned 

from the party 

after its state unit 

“allowed” former 

BJP leader and 

minister Choud-

hary Lal Singh to join Rahul 

Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra.

EC ANNOUNCES ASSEMBLY POLLING DATES FOR 

NAGALAND, MEGHALAYA AND TRIPURA

YAMUNA BECAME ‘200 PER CENT POISONOUS’ 

SINCE AAP CAME TO POWER: BIDHURI

New Delhi: Assembly elections will be held in the north-eastern 

States of Tripura, Meghalaya and Nagaland in February-March 

and results in the three states will be declared on 2 March. 

“Voting for Assembly elections in Tripura will be held in a 

single phase on February 16 and in Nagaland and Meghalaya 

on February 27. The results will be declared on March 2,” Chief 

Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar said.

New Delhi: LoP in the Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh Bidhuri on 

Wednesday claimed that the Yamuna river 

has become “200 per cent poisonous” 

after the formation of CM Arvind Kejriwal’s 

AAP government in Delhi. “Thousands 

of acres of land around Yamuna have 

become poisonous, and both crops and 

vegetables being grown there have become 

poisonous,” he stated. Bidhuri stated that 

as an opposition, the BJP will raise the 

issue of the pollution of Yamuna in the House.

OTHER TOP STORIES

Former Cong leader Manpreet Singh Badal joins BJP in the presence of 

Union Minister Piyush Goyal, at BJP HQs in New Delhi on Wednesday.

MODI IN MUMBAI 

TODAY, TO GIFT 

PROJECTS WORTH 

39,000 CRORE
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi will be on one-day 

visit to Mumbai on Thursday 

where he will inaugurate 

many projects worth 39k 

crores related to Municipal 

Corporation. he will also 

address a public meeting at 

Bandra’s BKC.
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NOW, THERE ARE 

MORE INDIANS 

THAN CHINESE!

5 million Till 2050

1.423 bn

is now India’s population, 

more than the Chinese

Nation’s population is 

expected to grow

which is nearly half of 

India, are people under 

30 years of age 

 The South Asian nation’s annual population 

growth has averaged 1.2% since 2011, down 

from 1.7% in the previous 10 years.

 The use of family planning methods in 

India increased to 66.67% in 2019-21, up 

from 53.5% in 2015-16.

 India’s total fertility rate - the number of 

children per woman - fell to 2 in 2019-2021, 

down from 3.4 in 1992-93

JAIPUR l THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2023 

is now India’s population, 

more than the Chinese

UP, with a 

projected popu-

lation of 230 

mn people, is 

country’s most 

populated state, 

while Lakshad-

weep, with only 

68k people, is 

least populated.

NO CLARITY FROM GO 

FIRST ON RESUMPTION

OF FLIGHTS, SAYS DGCA

New Delhi: Crisis-hit 

airline Go First on Tuesday 

told the DGCA it hopes to 

resume fl ight operations at 

the “earliest” but has not 

given any tentative date 

by when it plans to do so. 

Undergoing insolvency, 

airline has replied to 

showcause notice issued by 

the regulator DGCA.

GYANVAPI: VARANASI 

COURT TO HEAR ALL 7 

PETITIONS TOGETHER

Varanasi: The Varanasi 

District Court on Tuesday 

ruled that all the seven 

cases related to the 

Gyanvapi dispute will be 

heard together. The district 

judge, who had reserved 

his verdict after the hearing 

ended on Monday, said that 

all 7 related cases would be 

clubbed and heard together.

GONNA BLAST MUMBAI 

SOON: POLICE RECEIVE 

THREAT, ACCUSED HELD

Mumbai: Mumbai Police 

on Tuesday said they have 

received an online threat 

from an unknown person 

who claimed to blast the city. 

The accused has been taken 

into custody. The police 

came across the message 

on Twitter. “I am gonna blast 

Mumbai very soon,” it read.

READ
CrucialCrucial

GUJ COURT SUMMONS 

KEJRIWAL, SINGH IN 

MODI’S DEGREE CASE

Ahmedabad/New Delhi: A 

court on Tuesday issued a 

fresh summons to Delhi CM 

Arvind Kejriwal and AAP’s 

RS member Sanjay Singh 

to appear before it on June 

7 in a criminal defamation 

case lodged by Guj Varsity 

over PM Modi’s degree.

AIR FORCE OFFICER’S DAUGHTER ISHITA 

KISHORE BECOMES TOPPER WITH AIR 1

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Greater 

Noida resident Ishita 

Kishore, an alumna of  

Air Force Bal Bharti 

School and SRCC in 

Delhi, has emerged as 

the topper of  UPSC CSE 

2022 final results. Her 

outstanding achieve-

ment in the prestigious 

examination is a testa-

ment to her hard work 

and determination.

The Union Public 

Service Commission re-

leased the UPSC CSE 

2022 final results on 

Tuesday and Ishita’s re-

markable achievement 

as the topper, securing 

AIR 1, highlights excep-

tional performance.  P3

UPSC CSE 2022 FINAL RESULTS OUT

UPSC 2022 exam topper Ishita Kishore celebrates with her family 

and friends at her residence, in Greater Noida on Tuesday.

1st 4 ranks by women

Garima Lohia, Uma Harathi 

N and Smriti Mishra secured 

2nd, 3rd and 4th ranks resp. 

933 candidates — 613 men 

and 320 women — have 

qualifi ed civil services exam 

2022 from 5,73,735 candi-

dates, the commission said.

Chaos...Confusion...FIRST DAY OF `2,000 NOTE EXCHANGE
GEHLOT-PILOT DILEMMA

Congress high command wants to 

replicate K’taka model in Raj but…

Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: After the 

success of  Siddaramai-

ah-DK Shivakumar pair-

ing in Karnataka, Con-

gress supremo Sonia 

Gandhi and Rahul Gan-

dhi want similar unity in 

Rajasthan. With this in 

focus, high command is 

making another attempt 

to bridge the differences 

between CM Gehlot and 

his former deputy Sachin 

Pilot. For this an impor-

tant meeting is being 

held in Delhi on May 26, 

which many senior 

leaders will attend. But 

will this divine dream 

come true? According to 

informed sources, it’s 

very unlikely as noth-

ing can happen in Ra-

jasthan which Gehlot 

does not approve of. So, 

this meeting can also 

prove to be a “futile ex-

ercise”.
Before the meeting, 

the high command will 

have to find a perma-

nent solution to the Ge-

hlot-Pilot issue. Other-

wise, after the meeting, 

Pilot may again start 

some new yatra or rally.

More on P8

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Chaos and 

confusion were report-

ed from several parts of  

Delhi on the first day of  

exchange of  `2,000 cur-

rency notes on Tuesday 

with people complain-

ing that banks were in-

stead asking to deposit 

them and also demand-

ing ID proofs. While 

notes will still be con-

sidered legal tender, 

people have been in-

structed to either de-

posit existing `2,000 

notes in accounts or ex-

change them at banks. 

1st day saw long queues, 

disgruntled customers 

and growing concerns 

among elderly citizens.

Women and her daughter pose for selfi e with the `2,000 currency 

notes prior to exchanging it at a bank in Dhanbad on Tuesday. 

NOT DEMONETISATION: RBI DEFENDS BEFORE 

DELHI HC `2,000 NOTE EXCHANGE EXERCISE

RBI on Tuesday told Delhi HC that withdrawal of `2000 notes 

is not demonetisation but a statutory exercise and decision to 

enable their exchange was taken for operational convenience. 

Bench of CJ Satish Chandra Sharma & Justice Subramonium 

said it will look into it and pass an appropriate order.

 The party has to resolve 

differences between Gehlot-Pilot 

before May 26 crucial meeting

 Effort likely to prove a ‘futile 

exercise’ as nothing can happen in 

Raj which Gehlot does not approve of

COUGH SYRUPS TO 

BE TESTED FOR 

EXPORT AFTER 

OVERSEAS DEATHS

First India Bureau

New Delhi: India will 

allow the export of 

cough syrups only after 

samples are tested in a 

government laboratory, 

a government notice 

showed on Tuesday, 

after Indian-made 

cough syrups were 

linked to the deaths of 

dozens of children in 

Gambia and Uzbekistan. 

Any cough syrup must 

have a certifi cate of 

analysis issued by a 

government laboratory 

before it is exported, 

effective June 1, the 

government offi cials 

said in a notice and 

shared by the health 

ministry on Tuesday.

PM Modi to address public 

meeting in Ajmer on May 31

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi will ad-

dress a public meeting 

in Ajmer on May 31, 

BJP state president CP 

Joshi said on Tuesday. 

The rally is being or-

ganised to mark 9 years 

of  the Modi govt, Joshi 

said. PM Modi will 

highlight the achieve-

ments, policies & pro-

grammes. The BJP will 

also officially launch its 

month-long ‘Maha Jan 

Sampark’ programme 

across Raj. LoP Rajendra 

Rathore said, 10-mem-

ber committee has been 

constituted for preps. P8

Though the exchange or deposit facility will be available 

till Sept 30, people rushed to banks in signifi cant numbers

1 of 4 Cheetah 

cubs born in 

MP’s Kuno dies

First India Bureau

Bhopal: A two-month-

old cheetah cub died on 

Tuesday in Kuno Na-

tional Park, MP. Prima 

facie, the cub died of  

weakness, a forest de-

partment official said.

The latest fatality 

took the death toll of  

cheetahs in Kuno to four 

in 2 months, including 3 

cheetahs translocated 

from African nations. 

Of  24 cheetahs, includ-

ing four cubs born in 

India, the Kuno now has 

17 adults and 3 cubs.

Cheetah Jwala (Siyaya) gave 

birth to four cubs on March 24.

Ishita Kishore’s father, 

Wing Commander 

Sanjay Kishore was an 

Indian Air Force officer

Once when I had 

asked my mother 

to guess the rank. 

Today, her words came 

true. Getting selected for 

the UPSC civil services is a 

big deal. I am very happy to 

have been given this oppor-

tunity to serve this country.

—Ishita Kishore, 

UPSC topper

MODI, BIRLA TO 

INAUGURATE NEW 

PARL ON MAY 28

Amid Opposition objec-

tion to PM Narendra 

Modi inaugurating new 

Parl building on May 28, 

offi cial invitation put out by 

LS Secretariat shows that 

ceremony to be performed 

by PM Modi in presence of 

LS Speaker Om Birla.  P6
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MODI IS THE 

BOSS
Moni Sharma

Sydney/New Delhi: 

PM Narendra Modi on 

Tuesday addressed a 

special community 

event in Sydney to cel-

ebrate country’s dy-

namic and diverse In-

dian diaspora. Speak-

ing after a receiving a 

rousing welcome, PM 

Modi said that India’s 

relationship is often 

characterized by the 

“3Cs”, “3Ds” and “3Es”, 

adding that they have 

now gone beyond these 

labels. “I believe rela-

tion between India-Aus-

tralia is beyond this, it 

is mutual trust, mutual 

respect,” PM said.  P6

...says Australian Prime Minister Anthony 

Albanese at the diaspora event in Sydney

India and Australia 

ties have gone far 

beyond 3Cs, 3Ds, 

3Es, says PM Modi 

PM MODI GETS 

‘ROCKSTAR 
RECEPTION’ 
WHEREVER HE 

GOES: ALBANESE

ALBANESE SAYS...

Australian Prime 

Minister Anthony 

Albanese said on Tues-

day that his Indian 

counterpart Narendra 

Modi gets a “rock star 

reception” wherever he 

goes, as he welcomed 

his “dear friend” at an 

event here and com-

pared him to American 

singer Bruce Springs-

teen. Albanese pitched 

for greater cooperation 

between India and Aus-

tralia as he welcomed 

PM Narendra Modi.

 I want see the rela-

tionship between the 

two countries continue 

to grow, including in the 

business and education 

sectors.

 I thank my “dear 

friend” Modi for 

“bringing the spirit of 

the world’s biggest de-

mocracy to Australia”, 

he has helped “make 

our democracy stronger 

and more inclusive.

 More business 

leaders and artists and 

families sharing Modi’s 

experiences and his 

knowledge and ideas.

 Centre’s location in 

western Sydney was a 

“testament to the vitality 

of the Indian-Australian 

experience”, giving a 

shout-out to the new 

Parramatta Lord Mayor 

— Sameer Pandey.

 When I came here in 2014, I 

made a promise to you that you 

will not have to wait for 28 years 

for an Indian PM. So, here I am in 

Sydney once again.

 New Indian consulate will be 

opened in Brisbane soon.

 Our cricket-based relation-

ship has completed 75 years. As 

intense as the on-fi eld match is, 

our relationship is equally deep off 

the fi eld.

 Last year when Shane Warne 

died, hundreds of Indians were also 

mourning. We felt like we have lost 

someone very close to us.

 Our lifestyles may be differ-

ent but now Yoga also connects 

us. Now tennis and fi lms are also 

connecting us. We might prepare 

food in different manners but Mas-

terchef is connecting us now.

 Our dream is to see India be-

come a developed nation. IMF and 

the World bank consider India a 

bright spot in the global economy.

 Banking system in several 

countries are in trouble today but 

on the other hand, the strength of 

India’s banks are being appreciated 

everywhere.

 Back in 2014, I had promised 

that India’s poorest will also have 

their own bank accounts. Today, 

about 500 million bank accounts 

have been opened.

MODI 
SAYS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi exchanges greetings with Australian 

PM Anthony Albanese during an Indian community event, at 

Qudos Bank Arena, in Sydney on Tuesday. —PHOTO BY ANI
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ALBANESE’S GIFT TO PM NARENDRA MODI: A 

‘LITTLE INDIA’ IN THE HEART OF AUSTRALIA
PM Modi and 
Albanese, on Tuesday 

announced renam-

ing of Harris Park in 

Parramatta, as ‘Little 

India’. Harris Park, 

located, is home 

to a large Indian 

community. It is a 

destination for Indian 

cuisines and several 

Indian-owned busi-

nesses and shops.

AS MODI ASKS...
CROWD REPLIES 

‘INDIA’...AFTER 
EVERY QUESTION...

 Which country is the 

fastest growing economy 

today? Which country 

is the second largest 

mobile manufacturer? 

 Which country 

launched the most mas-

sive Covid vaccination 

programme? 

 Which country is the 

largest smartphone data 

consumer? 

PLANE TRACES 

‘WELCOME MODI’

‘Welcome Modi’ spelt by 

a recreational aircraft’s 

contrails posed a mesmeris-

ing sight in the clear blue sky 

over Sydney ahead of the 

community event organised 

to greet Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi in Australia.

With the aim to 

curb poaching and 

illegal wildlife trade, 

PM Narendra 

Modi on APRIL 10

launched the Inter-

national Big Cats 

Alliance (IBCA) in 
Mysuru. 

Rains wreaked 

havoc on several 

parts of India on 

July 11, killing 

over 100 people 

in fl oods and 
landslides. 

Several vehicles 
were also 

washed away, 

and roads and 

bridges collapsed 

as the water 
levels rose.

India kicked off 

the two-day G20 

summit in the 

national capital 

on SEPT 9-10, with 

a galaxy of world 

leaders gathering 

at the sprawling 
Bharat 

Mandapam for 
the mega 
conclave.

Year 2023 saw 

PM Narendra 

Modi once again 

emerge as the 

Vishwa Guru and 

the most popular 

global leader, 

with Australian 

PM calling PM 

Modi, The Boss, 

on May 24, to the 

US President 

seeking his 
autograph and 

the PM of Papua 

New Guinea 

touching his feet!

Rajasthan voted on 

November 25 to elect 

members of a new 

Assembly on 199 

out of 200 Assem-

bly constituencies, 

of these a total of 

1,862 candidates 

were in the fray.

Rajasthan 
created a record 

by 74.13 percent 

polling as fate of 

candidates was 

sealed in EVMs. 

On NOVEMBER 26

PM Modi took a 

sortie on indig-

enously built light 

combat fi ghter 

aircraft, Tejas, in 

Bengaluru.

On MARCH 14, India wins two Oscars. Song 

‘Naatu Naatu’ from RRR wins ‘Best Original 

Song’ award, while ‘Elephant Whisperers’ 

gets ‘Best Documentary Short Film’ award.

On JANUARY 19, India’s population 

surpassed 1.428 billion, slightly 

higher than China’s 1.425 billion.

A devastating crash involving three 

trains in the eastern state of Odisha 

killed nearly 300 people on JUNE 4.

Memorable news events mean memorable newspaper covers!  First India 

curates the most noteworthy front pages, with headlines that became the 

talking point, offering a comprehensive view of 2023’s defining occurrences 

COVETED 
COVERS!

On AUGUST 24, India makes history 

by landing Chandrayaan-3 near 

Moon’s south pole successfully.

Naresh Sharma, 

Shivendra Parmar and 

Mukesh Sharma

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 

Ashok Gehlot said on 

Monday that mandato-

ry FIR, reception room 

and other innovations 

have been made in the 

police department, 

which has resulted in 

reduction in 156 (3) 

CrPC cases, research 

time and cases of  

women atrocities. 

“In various inci-

dents of  Udaipur, 

Sikar, Jaipur, 

quick and effec-

tive action has 

been taken to 

nab the 

criminals. 

In order to 

keep the repu-

tation of  the 

police high 

in the state, make every 

possible effort to con-

trol crime and increase 

the faith of  the common 

man in the police,” Ge-

hlot said while address-

ing the meeting of  In-

spectors General of  Po-

lice and District Super-

intendents of  Police 

through video confer-

ence at Chief  Minister’s 

residence on Monday.

 Turn to P8

REVIEW MEETING OF POLICE DEPARTMENT

FEAR-FREE ENVIRONMENT AND SAFETY 

OF PEOPLE OUR MAIN PRIORITY: GEHLOT

Gehlot chairs review 

meeting with IGs and 

SPs, instructs to take 

strict action against 

organised criminals

CM UPSET OVER AJMER INCIDENT

In a rare display of emotions, Chief Minister 

Gehlot was visibly angry over the Ajmer 

incident and expressed his displeasure in the 

law and order review meeting. Gehlot said, 

“SP’s children are beating SHO, this is 

serious Incident. Such incident will 

not be tolerated in the state.”

GEHLOT HAILS DHOLPUR POLICE

CM Ashok Gehlot praised Dholpur police 

in the meeting, Gehlot said, "Pro active 

policing has been conducted in Dholpur. 

They wiped out Keshav Gurjar's gang in 6 

days. Under the direction of IG Bharatpur 

Range Gaurav Srivastava, SP Dharmendra 

Singh did a very commendable job."

11 advs, 2 judicial 

officers made addl 

judges of 3 HCs

First India Bureau

New Delhi: A total of  11 

advocates and two judi-

cial officers were on 

Monday appointed as 

additional judges in the 

high courts of  Alla-

habad, Karnataka and 

Madras. Those appoint-

ed include 6 for the Al-

lahabad HC, 5 for the 

Madras HC and 2 for the 

Karnataka HC. 2 of  the 

additional judges ap-

pointed to the Madras 

HC are judicial officers. 

The names of  some of  

them were recommend-

ed by the Supreme Court 

Collegium last month.

SC GETS 5 NEW JUDGES;  

STRENGTH RISES TO 32

The fi ve new judges 

appointed to the SC took 

the oath of offi ce on Monday. 

CJI DY Chandrachud 

administered the oath to 5 

judges in a ceremony held at 

SC’s auditorium. The names 

are Justice Pankaj Mithal, 

Justice Sanjay Karol, Justice 

PV Sanjay Kumar, Justice 

Ahsanuddin Amanullah and 

Justice Manoj Misra. The 

total strength of judges in 

the SC now reached 32. P6 

SC HEARING ON ADV’S 

APPT AS JUDGE TODAY

In a signifi cant development, 

the Supreme Court on 
Monday 
advanced 
to Tuesday, 
the hearing 
on a plea 
challenging the 

appointment of 

lawyer Lekshmana Chandra 

Victoria Gowri as a judge of 

the Madras High Court, soon 

after the central government 

notifi ed her judgeship.

PM MODI'S BIGGEST DEFENCE PUSH!

INDIA’S ‘ONE-STOP’

CHOPPER SOLUTION

First India Bureau

Tumakuru: Prime 

Minister Narendra 

Modi on Monday inau-

gurated Hindustan Aer-

onautics Limited’s 

(HAL) helicopter manu-

facturing unit — India’s 

largest such factory — 

in Karnataka’s Tumak-

uru. The greenfield 

helicopter factory of  the 

defence PSU has been 

planned to become “a 

one-stop solution” for 

all helicopter require-

ments of  the country.

Speaking after laying 

the foundation stone of  

the factory, PM Modi 

hailed Karnataka as a 

“land of  innovation” 

and pointed out how the 

state has pioneered var-

ious important defence 

projects over the years.

“From drones to 

Tejas aircraft manufac-

turing is being done in 

the state. The state has 

become the first choice 

for investors. From 

modern assault rifles, 

aircraft carrier, to fight-

er jets are being manu-

factured by India,” PM 

Modi said. PM also 

ripped into Opposition 

for “spreading misinfo 

about HAL”, referring 

to the Rafale deal row. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the unveiling of light utility 

helicopter at HAL’s helicopter manufacturing factory, in Tumakuru 

on Monday. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is also seen here.

NGHM TO GIVE 
DIRECTION TO 
INDIA IN 21ST 
CENTURY: PM

Karnataka: PM Narendra Modi on Monday said that National Green 

Hydrogen Mission would give a new direction to India in the 21st 

century. While addressing people at the India Energy Week 2023 

event, PM Modi said, “We are working on mission mode to increase 

our Energy Mix Natural Gas Consumption by the year 2030.”  P5

False allegations 

were made 
against our govt 

and many working hours 

of Parl were wasted over it. 

HAL’s helicopter factory 

and its rising power will 

expose those who levelled 

these false allegations. Cong 

and other Oppn parties 

alleged a scam in India’s 

Rafale jet deal with France.

 —Narendra Modi, PM

PM Modi opens 

India’s largest 
helicopter-making 

plant in Karnataka

Congress rakes 

up #AdaniMess
Both the Houses of Parliament adjourned 

following ruckus over Adani Group issue

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Both Hous-

es of  Parliament ad-

journed for the day fol-

lowing opposition’s pro-

test over the Adani 

Group issue. This was 

the third consecutive 

day when the Lok Sab-

ha and Rajya Sabha 

could not transact any 

substantive business 

due to disruption by the 

Opposition parties. In 

Lok Sabha, when the 

House reassembled af-

ter the first adjourn-

ment at 2 pm, members 

from Congress, DMK 

and others trooped into 

the well demanding 

JPC probe into the mat-

ter. In the Rajya Sabha, 

when the House reas-

sembled at 2 PM after 

the first adjournment, 

Opposition members 

again tried to raise the 

Adani Group issue.  P6

LS Speaker Om Birla conducts 

Parl proceedings on Monday.

RS Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar 

in the Parl House on Monday.

RaGa: CENTRE TRYING 

TO AVOID DISCUSSION 

IN PARL ON ADANI ROUT

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi 

spoke to the reporters on 

Monday and said, “PM Modi 

ji will do his best to avert 

a discussion on Adani in 

Parliament. There is a reason 

for it and you know that. 

There should be a discussion 

on Adani issue and the truth 

should come out.” 

NATIONWIDE PROTESTS 

OUTSIDE SBI, LIC OFFICES

Congress on Monday 

demanded the Centre 

to seize the passport of 

Gautam Adani to prevent 

him from escaping the 

country as the party held 

nationwide protests outside 

the LIC, SBI offi ces over 

explosive charges of stock 

manipulation by Hindenberg.

ADANI GROUP PROMOTERS PREPAY $1.1 

BILLION TO RELEASE PLEDGED SHARES

In continuation of promoters’ 

commitment to reduce overall 

leverage backed by Adani Listed 

Company shares, we are pleased 

to inform that promoters have paid 

amounts to prepay $1,114 mn 

ahead of its maturity of Sept 2024,” 

the Adani Group said on Monday.

BILLION TO RELEASE PLEDGED SHARES

BAJRANG DAL 

ACTIVIST SHOT 

DEAD IN UDAIPUR 

Udaipur (FIB): A Bajrang 

Dal activist was shot 

dead in Amba Mata area 
of Udaipur 
on Monday. 
Police 
informed the 
deceased 
has been 
identifi ed 

as Raju alias Rajendra 

Parmar. “Raju was 

standing at a shop when 

he received a call from 

someone. As he reached 

near his car, armed mis-

creants fi red gun shots 

at him. He suffered bullet 

injuries in his head and 

died on the spot. It is sus-

pected that Raju has been 

killed owing to a property 

dispute,” police said. 
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TURKEY AND SYRIA 

JOLTED IN A DAY
MORE THAN 2,300 

PEOPLE KILLED
3 QUAKES INJURED 

MORE THAN 7,000
THE MOST POWERFUL 

QUAKE IN A CENTURY
THE QUAKES HIT THE 

WAR-TORN REGIONS
 MORE THAN FIFTY 

AFTERSHOCKS FELT

WORLD
‘POWERS’

Moni Sharma

Istanbul: The most powerful 

earthquake to strike Turkey 

and Syria in nearly a century 

killed over 2,300 people on 

Monday, sparked frantic res-

cues and was felt as far away 

as Greenland.

The 7.8-magnitude ear-

ly morning quake, fol-

lowed by dozens of  af-

tershocks and 2 more 

quakes, wiped out 

entire sections of  

major Turkish 

cities in a re-

gion filled with 

millions who 

have fled Syria's 

civil war and 

other conflicts.

Rescuers used 

heavy equipment 

and their bare 

hands to peel 

back rubble in 

search of  survi-

vors, who they could 

in some cases hear beg-

MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS

 I have directed my team to continue to 

closely monitor the situation in coordination 

with Turkey and provide any and all needed 

assistance: US President Joe Biden.

 Russian President Vladimir Putin sent 

messages to Syrian President Bashar al-

Assad conveying Russia’s condolences and 

offering aid to the quake-hit Turkey, Syria.

 President Emmanuel Macron said France 

stood ready to provide emergency aid and all 

possible assistance to Turkey and Syria.

 Ready to provide the necessary as-

sistance to overcome the consequences 

of the disaster in Turkey, says Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

 Ready to help provide urgent relief to the 

survivors through our fi eld teams wherever 

possible to Turky & Syria, says UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi.

 NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg voiced 

“full solidarity” with ally Turkey, saying 

“NATO allies are mobilising support now”.

 Iran is ready to provide immediate relief 

aid to these two friendly nations: Prez Raisi.

 European Union has mobilised search 

and rescue teams for Turkey after the 

stricken country requested EU assistance.

 Germany — home to about three million 

people of Turkish origin — will “mobilise all 

the assistance we can activate”: Min Nancy.

RUSH TO HELP!

(From Top) Morning walk ‘shocker’ 

for a dog as the caretaker dies under 

debris. A man rescues a girl after 

earthquake in Jandaris. Mother gets 

emotional looking for her family.

INDIA READY TO PROVIDE HELP TO EARTHQUAKE-

AFFECTED PEOPLE IN TURKEY, SAYS PM MODI

New Delhi: The PMO said on Monday that a meeting was 

held and it was decided that India would dispatch “search 

& rescue teams to Turkey. “2 teams of 

NDRF, comprising 100 personnel with 

specially trained dog squads and necessary 

equipment, are ready to be fl own. Medical 

teams are also being readied. Relief material 

will also be dispatched,” PMO said. PM 

Narendra Modi said, “India is ready to 

provide all possible help to the earthquake-

affected people in Turkey. We are all looking 

at the destructive earthquake that hit Turkey.” 

FIRST

7.8 Magnitude

4:17 am (IST)

900 Killed

SECOND

7.5 Magnitude

1:24 pm (IST)

1300 Killed

THIRD

6.0 Magnitude

3:54 pm (IST)

100 Killed

SEVERE WEATHER 

HAMPERS RESCUERS

The rescue was being 

hampered by a winter blizzard 

that covered major roads in 

ice and snow. Offi cials said the 

quake made three major airports 

in the area inoperable, further 

complicating deliveries of vital aid.

The biggest earthquake 

recorded in the history of the 

centre. Monday’s first quake 

struck near the Turkish city of 

Gaziantep, which is home to 

around 2 million people.

—Raed Ahmed, 

Head Syria’s National Earthquake Centre

ging for help under the debris. 

At least 810 people died in rebel 

and government-controlled 

parts of  Syria, state media and 

medical sources said, while 

Turkish officials reported an-

other 1,498 fatalities.

provide all possible help to the earthquake-

affected people in Turkey. We are all looking 

at the destructive earthquake that hit Turkey.” 

hampered by a winter blizzard 

complicating deliveries of vital aid.

7.8 Magnitude

7.5 Magnitude
6.0 Magnitude

Nine hours apart and with magnitudes of 7.8 and 
7.5 on the Richter scale, the multiple earthquakes 

rocked Turkey and Syria and were the region’s 
strongest in nearly a century on FEBRUARY 7.

Ex-Congress leader 

Kesavan joins BJP

� RAJAGOPALACHARI’S GREAT-GRANDSON

First India Bureau

New Delhi: CR Kesa-

van, great grandson of  

noted freedom fighter 

and India’s last gover-

nor general C Rajago-

palachari, joined BJP 

on Saturday as the party 

aims to boost its pres-

ence in southern India.

Kesavan, who was in 

Congress earlier, heaped 

praise on PM Narendra 

Modi for ushering in 

“tectonic” transforma-

tion in India with his 

people-centric policies, 

and corruption-free and 

inclusive governance.

CR Kesavan joins BJP in the presence of Union Minister VK Singh, 

Anil Baluni at the party headquarters, in New Delhi on Saturday. 

MODI’S 2-DAY VISIT TO TELANGANA AND TAMIL NADU

All work, no week ‘ends’ for PM!
Moni Sharma

Chennai/Hyderabad: 

PM Narendra Modi in-

augurated the new Inte-

grated Terminal Build-

ing (Phase-1) of  Chen-

nai International Air-

port and flagged off  the 

Chennai-Coimbatore 

Vande Bharat Express 

in Chennai on Saturday.

During the day, Modi 

also flagged off  the Se-

cunderabad-Tirupati 

Vande Bharat Express 

and laid the foundation 

stone for about five pro-

jects during his visit to 

Hyderabad. PM Modi 

also launched a scath-

ing attack on Telanga-

na’s ruling BRS and its 

chief  K Chandrashek-

ar Rao, popularly 

known as KCR, , accus-

ing them of  obstruct-

ing centre’s develop-

ment projects. Upon his 

arrival in the city, PM 

Modi held a roadshow 

and participated in the 

125th anniversary cel-

ebrations of  the Sri 

Ramakrishna Math. P5 

(L) PM Narendra Modi with MK Stalin in Chennai on Saturday. PM Narendra Modi being greeted by G Kishan Reddy in Hyderabad on Saturday.

I am pained at the 

non-cooperation of State 

govt in Centre’s projects. 

This is affecting the 

dreams of the people of 

Telangana. I appeal to 

State govt to not allow 

any obstruction in devel-

opments being planned 

for Telangana people.

A few days ago some po-

litical parties went to the 

court seeking protection 

that no one should seek to 

inquire our books filled 

with corruption. They 

went to court, but court 

gave them a jolt.

—NARENDRA MODI,

PRIME MINISTER

 Modi fl ags off Chennai-Coimbatore 

Vande Bharat, opens new airport terminal

 Airport, Highway and Railway projects 

worth over `5,200 crore inaugurated here

 PM’s roadshow, participation in 125th 

Anniv celebrations of Ramakrishna Math

CHENNAI 
 PM  fl ags off Secunderabad-Tirupati 

Vande Bharat, lays foundation for 5 projects

 AIIMS Bibinagar, the National Highway 

projects worth over `7,850 cr inaugurated

 Over 13 new Multi-Modal Transport 

Service (MMTS) services fl agged off here

HYDERABAD

MURMU’S 
‘SORTIED’
SATURDAY!

800 km/hr
The Sukhoi 30 MKI 

aircraft flew at a speed

2 km
The aircraft flew at a 

height above sea level

 The aircraft of President Murmu 

was fl own by Group Captain 

Naveen Kumar, Commanding 

Offi cer of the 106 Squadron

 Murmu was received at the air 

base by Air Marshal S P Dharkar, 

Governor Gulab Chand Kataria 

and CM Himanta Biswa Sarma

 President Droupadi Murmu is the 

third President after APJ Abdul 

Kalam and Pratibha Patil to take a 

sortie in a fi ghter aircraft

PRESIDENT WRITES 

A BRIEF NOTE 
resident expressed 

her feelings by writing 

a brief note in which 

she said, “It was an 

exhilarating experience for 

me to fl y in the mighty Suk-

hoi-30 MKI fi ghter aircraft 

of the IAF. It is a matter of 

pride that India’s defence 

capabilities have expanded 

immensely to cover all the 

frontiers of land, air and 

sea. I congratulate 

IAF and the entire 

team of Air Force 

Station Tezpur for 

organising this 

sortie.”

P

25 minutes
Prez, who is Supreme Commander 

of the Indian Armed Forces, flew 

for approx 1/2 an hour covering 

Brahmaputra and Tezpur valley

Achcha laga 

(felt good).
—President 

Droupadi Murmu
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President 
Droupadi  

Murmu fl ies 

maiden sortie 

in the Sukhoi 

30 MKI fi ghter 
aircraft at 
Tezpur Air 

Force Station, 

on Saturday. 

STAY HUMBLE AND DO 

NOT LOOK FOR FAME 

WHILE DOING SOCIAL 

SERVICE: BHAGWAT 
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UNION LAW MINISTER 

KIREN RIJIJU’S CAR 

HITS TRUCK ON WAY TO 

SRINAGAR, ALL SAFE

TOP UKRAINE 
MINISTER TO VISIT 

INDIA, MAY SEEK 

HUMANITARIAN AID
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CM Gehlot approves new police offices, 

police stations & outposts in Rajasthan

Naresh Sharma 

Jaipur: The state gov-

ernment is taking im-

portant decisions to fur-

ther strengthen the law 

and order in the state 

and to ensure easy ac-

cess to the common 

man. In this sequence, 

Chief  Minister Ashok 

Gehlot has given approv-

al to open new police of-

fices, police stations and 

outposts in the state. He 

has also approved about 

Rs 201 crore for the crea-

tion of  1369 posts for the 

offices and necessary 

resources.
With the decision of  

CM Gehlot, Additional 

Superintendent of  Po-

lice offices will be 

opened in Weri (Bharat-

pur), Parbatsar (Na-

gaur), Khairwada 

(Udaipur), ADF (Dhaul-

pur) and Lalsot (Dausa). 

For these offices, 1-1 

post each of  Additional 

Superintendent of  Po-

lice, Assistant Sub-In-

spector and Junior As-

sistant and 3-3 posts of  

constable and driver 

will be created in total 

30 posts per office.

 Turn to P8

`201 crore for creation 

of 1,369 posts for the 

offices and necessary 

resources also approved

3 WOMEN POLICE 

STATIONS WILL OPEN

For Mahila Police Sta-

tions in Didwana (Na-

gaur), Nawan (Nagaur) 

and Kotputli (Jaipur), 1 

Sub Inspector, 4 Assistant 

Sub Inspector, 3 Head 

Constable and Constable 

with Driver, totalling 90 

posts will be created.

CM Ashok Gehlot

Mukesh Mathrani and

Ashok Shera

Barmer: A 30-year-old 

Dalit woman who was 

allegedly raped and set 

afire by a man in Bar-

mer district died during 

treatment at a govern-

ment hospital in Jodh-

pur late on Friday night, 

police said on Saturday. 

The charge of  murder 

was added to the FIR 

registered against the 

accused, Shakoor Khan 

who was arrested.

Opposition slammed 

CM Gehlot-led govern-

ment over the incident 

and termed it ‘jungle raj’ 

in the state. The woman 

was allegedly raped and 

set ablaze by Khan at her 

house on April 6 and she 

had sustained around 50 

per cent burns.

According to a com-

plaint lodged by the vic-

tim’s husband, Khan 

broke into his house on 

Thursday and raped his 

wife when she was alone 

at home. The accused 

poured an acid-like 

chemical on the woman, 

a mother of  two, and set 

her on fire before flee-

ing, said SP Barmer Di-

gant Anand. More on P3 

Dalit woman raped & set afire 

in Barmer dies, protests erupt

YOU READ IT IN FIRST INDIA

APRIL 8, 2023

KIN, VILLAGERS STAGE 

DHARNA IN JODHPUR

Jodhpur: There is tremendous 

anger among family members 

and people after the rape 

victim died during treatment 

on Saturday. The relatives 

and villagers of the deceased 

are sitting on a dharna in 

Jodhpur. 

OTHER TOP 

RAJ STORIES

The operation of Vande 

Bharat Express between 

Delhi-Jaipur-Ajmer will 

begin on April 12. Modi 

will inaugurate the train 

virtually from New Delhi, 

stated offi cial release. P3

Two children burnt alive 

in Jalore as hut catches 

fi re in Jalore’s Raniwada 

tehsil area on Saturday. 

Parents were working in 

the farm nearby, they tried 

to save kids but could not 

be saved, police said.  P7

Mutilated pieces of the 

body of an 11-year-old 

boy were found in the 

fi eld, police offi cer said 

on Saturday. The missing 

case was registered four 

days back at Batoda 

police station. P7

President and Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces Droupadi Murmu took a sortie in an Indian 

Air Force (IAF) Sukhoi-30MKI fi ghter aircraft at 
the Tezpur Air Force Station in Assam on APRIL 9.
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33%
RESERVATION 

FOR WOMEN IN 

PARLIAMENT MAHILA 
IN ‘RAJYA’!

After an 11-hour debate, Rajya Sabha 

passes the Women’s Reservation Bill by 

creating history after 27 years of lapses

215ayes, 0 Noes, 0 Absentations

Moni Sharma

New Delhi

In a historic move, the 

Rajya Sabha on Thurs-

day unanimously passed 

the women's reservation 

bill after an 11-hour de-

bate. The bill was passed 

by the Lok Sabha on 

Wednesday, Now 33% 

reservation for women in 

Parliament and in the 

state assemblies will be-

come a law and will be 

implemented after cen-

sus and delimitation, a 

point that the Opposition 

questioned.
This is the first bill to 

have been passed in the 

new Parliament building. 

After the bill was cleared 

by the Upper House, Ra-

jya Sabha chairman and 

Vice President Jagdeep 

Dhankhar congratulated 

the members and said it 

is a historic achievement.

DOUBLE DELIGHT!
HISTORIC FEAT ON 

PRIME MINISTER 

NARENDRA MODI’S 

HINDU CALENDAR 

BIRTHDAY

DAY 4
PARLIAMENT 
SPECIAL SESSION

In women-related matters, we (BJP) do not 

play any politics. It is an article of faith for 

the PM and therefore we do everything 

that we have done whether it is Article 370, 

triple talaq, or women's reservation bill.

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN, UNION FINANCE MINISTER

Where there is a will there is a way. By 

fulfilling a long-pending demand, PM Modi 

has sent a powerful message of gender 

equality, inclusive governance across world. 

My heartfelt gratitude to every citizen.

AMIT SHAH, UNION HOME MINISTER

Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam! 

Heartfelt gratitude to Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi. 

#9YearsOfSeva

VASUNDHARA RAJE, 

FORMER CM AND NATIONAL VP BJP

I stand in support of this 

Bill. My party and INDIA 

parties wholeheartedly 

support this Bill.

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE, 

CONGRESS PRESIDENT 

DHANKHAR'S HISTORIC MOVE  CONGRATULATIONS TO 140 CR INDIANS 

Jagdeep Dhankhar conducts 

the proceedings of the House.

Vice-President 

and Rajya Sabha 

chairman Jagdeep 

Dhankhar in a historic 

move on Thursday re-

constituted the panel of 

vice-chairpersons compris-

ing 13 women Rajya Sabha 

members for the day as the 

house discusses the Nari 

Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam 

Bill, 2023.

PM Narendra 

Modi hailed the 

passage of the 

historic women’s reserva-

tion bill. PM Modi said 

that with the passage of 

the Nari Shakti Vandan 

Adhiniyam in Parliament, 

we usher in an era of 

stronger representation 

and empowerment for the 

women of India. This is 

not merely a legislation; 

it is a tribute to the count-

less women who have 

made our nation.
Historic achievement, congratulations. It is 

also a coincidence that today is Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s birthday by Hindu calendar.

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR, RAJYA SABHA CHAIRMAN

PM Narendra Modi greets after the voting in the Rajya Sabha.

A defining 

moment in

our nation’s 

democratic 

journey! Such 

unanimous 

support is 

gladdening.

NARENDRA MODI, 
PRIME MINISTER

LS Speaker Om Birla 

addressed the spe-

cial session of Parl 

and delivered the address of 

peace and India’s long stand-

ing history with ‘non’violence’. 

Om Birla further urged all the 

MPs to conduct business of 

the House with dignity and 

complete determination.

BIRLA GIVES MESSAGE 

OF PEACE IN SANSAD

BJP president JP 

Nadda on Thursday 

said that with the 

passage of ‘Nari Shakti 

Vandan Adhiniyam’ by both 

houses, we have moved 

towards providing a long-

pending right to our women. 

I thank Modi for his constant 

efforts to empower women.

‘I THANK MODI FOR HIS 

EFFORTS FOR WOMEN’

CM’S AMBITIOUS PROJECTS TAKE CENTRE STAGE

Geh-Lot’s 
Blitzkrieg!

CHIEF MINISTER ASHOK GEHLOT

LAYS THE FOUNDATION STONE AND 

INAUGURATES THE DEVELOPMENT 

WORKS WORTH `1,410 CRORE IN CITY

Naresh Sharma, Abhishek 

Shrivastava and Shivendra Parmar

Jaipur

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot travelling by metro with Shanti 

Dhariwal, Govind Singh Dotasra and Pratap Singh Khachariyawas 

from Ramnagar to Badi Chaupar during foundation stone-laying 

ceremony for Metro Rail Phase 1C in Jaipur on Thursday. 

hief Minister 

Ashok Gehlot 

said on Thurs-

day that State govern-

ment is working dedicat-

edly for the development 

of the entire state includ-

ing Jaipur. “Rajasthan 

has emerged as a model 

state in all sectors includ-

ing education, health, 

roads, electricity, water 

and the development 

works of Rajasthan are 

being discussed across 

the country. A vision doc-

ument is being prepared 

under Mission-2030 to 

include Rajasthan among 

the leading states of the 

country for which sug-

gestions have been taken 

from over 2 crore people 

so far,” Gehlot said.

Gehlot was addressing 

the foundation stone-in-

auguration ceremony of 

development works of 

`1,410 crore on Thurs-

day. During this, he inau-

gurated and laid the foun-

dation stone of Phase 1-C 

of the important metro 

project in Jaipur costing 

`980 crore and 9 devel-

opment works of JDA 

costing about ̀ 430 crore. 

CM laid foundation stone 

of Phase 1C from Badi 

Chaupar to Transport 

Nagar via Ramganj (2.85 

km). “This phase, costing 

`980 crore, will provide 

direct and easy connec-

tivity to Jaipur boundary 

from Delhi Road and 

Agra Road. It is a matter 

of pride that Metro is ex-

panding in Jaipur. It is 

also our dream to com-

plete the second phase of 

metro from Sitapura to 

Ambabadi. Governments 

all over the world fulfill 

their social responsibility 

regarding transportation. 

There is no profit or loss 

seen in this,” CM said.

C
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7 kg gold worth `4 crore 

seized at Jaipur Airport 

Jaipur: Customs team 

seized 7 kg of gold paste, 

valued at over `4 cr from 

2 passengers arriving 

from Dubai. Both passen-

gers are said to be the res-

idents of Sikar. The gold 

has been confiscated un-

der Customs Act, and the 

accused individuals are 

currently under interroga-

tion.  ZIAUDDIN KHAN

Union Govt issues fresh 

advisory to TV channels

New Delhi: In an adviso-

ry to all private satellite 

TV channels on Thursday, 

the I&B ministry said it 

has come to its notice that 

“a person” in a foreign 

country who faces serious 

cases of crime including 

terrorism was invited for a 

discussion on a television 

channel.

INDIA-CANADA RIFT: CROSSROADS OF DIPLOMACY

BILLIONS AT STAKE!
Moni Sharma

New Delhi/Ottawa

Economic and social 

talks between India and 

Canada have taken a hit 

as tension rises more af-

ter Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau said authorities 

were investigating “cred-

ible allegations” linking 

Delhi’s agents to the 

murder of Sikh separatist 

leader, Hardeep Singh 

Nijjar. However, on 

Tuesday, New Delhi dis-

missed the allegations as 

“absurd”, and asked Can-

ada instead to crack down 

on anti-India elements 

operating in its territory.

People of the State can help us in 

preparing the ‘Mission-2030’ vision 

document by giving their suggestions.

ASHOK GEHLOT, CHIEF MINISTER

INAUGURATED

 Nehru Garden-

Lakshmi Temple Tiraha 

Underpass and statues 

of freedom fi ghters at a 

cost of `81 crore.

 Ram Niwas Bagh 

underground parking for 

1530 vehicles at a cost 

of `85 crore.

 Sylvan Park on 113 

hectare land on Agra 

Road at a cost of `8 cr.

FOUNDATION LAID

 Development work in 

Govind Dev Ji area at a 

cost of `120 crore.

 Beautifi cation and 

development work in 

Idgah area at a cost of 

`10 crore.

 2-storey underground 

parking in front of HC at 

a cost of `50 crore.

 Satellite hospital in 

Shivdaspura, Kanota, 

Balmukundpura at a 

cost of `25 crore each.

 FULL REPORT ON P8

TRADE: Canada said this month it had 

paused talks on the proposed treaty with 

India. Steady growth has seen goods trade 

rising to $8 billion in 2022, with Indian 

exports to Canada touching $4 billion.

STUDENTS: India is largest source coun-

try for international students in Canada. In 

2022, data rose 47% to nearly 3,20,000, 

40% of total overseas students.

SIKHS: Analysts say the worsening ties 

could affect economic interests of thou-

sands of Sikhs in India’s Sikh-majority 

Punjab, since they have relatives in 

Canada, who remit millions back home.

TRAVEL PLANS: Travellers, globe trot-

ters & transportation sector have been 

rattled by the sudden ramp-up in ten-

sions between Canada and India. 

HERE ARE THE CHALLENGES 

FOR BOTH COUNTRIES

I CALL UPON INDIA TO 

WORK WITH US: JUSTIN
Canadian PM Justin 

Trudeau on Thurs-

day said, “I had a 

direct talk, with PM Modi, I 

shared my concerns in no 

uncertain terms. We call 

upon GoI to take seriously 

this matter and to work with 

us to shed full transparency 

and ensure accountability 

and justice in this matter.”

INDIA SUSPENDS VISA 

SERVICES IN CANADA
India on Thursday 

suspended visa ser-

vices in Canada with 

immediate effect. “Important 

notice from Indian Mission: 

Due to operational reasons, 

with effect from 21 Septem-

ber 2023, Indian visa ser-

vices have been suspended 

till further notice,” reads a 

notice on BLS website.

Biswa: Fuel cheaper 

in Assam than Raj
Bhanwar S Charan

Kota

Assam Chief Minister 

Himanta Biswa Sarma 

targeted the Gehlot govt 

in Rajasthan over high 

fuel prices in the state. 

Sarma quoted figures 

from RBI Bulletin, re-

vealing an inflation rate 

of 8.5% for Rajasthan 

compared to 4% for As-

sam. Speaking at a public 

meeting at Ummed Singh 

Stadium in Nayapura, 

Sarma said that if the 

Kanhaiyalal incident had 

happened in Assam, he 

would have settled ac-

counts hand in hand. 

“Second breaking would 

have run in the media 

within 5 minutes of the 

news of beheading. The 

question of life and death 

is before us every day in 

Assam,” he said. Biswa 

also attended Yatra in 

Jodhpur where Gajendra 

Singh Shekhawat and 

Keshav Prasad Maurya 

were also present.

Himanta Biswa addresses people 

in Nayapura on Thursday.

The Women’s Reservation Bill or the ‘Nari Shakti 
Vandan Adhiniyam’, guaranteeing 33% quota for 
women in legislative bodies, was passed in the 
Special Parliament Session on SEPTEMBER 22.

Nepalese rescue workers and civilians gather around the wreckage of a passenger plane that crashed near the Pokhara International Airport in Nepal on Sunday.

THE ILL-FATED
DEADLIEST AIR CRASH IN NEPAL SINCE YEARS...

10 SECONDS
CRASH RESCUE OPS HALTED,

TO RESUME TODAY; 68 AMONG

5 INDIANS OF 72 REPORTED DEAD

NEPAL GOVT ANNOUNCES 

A PUBLIC HOLIDAY TODAY 

TO MOURN NATIONAL TRAGEDY

Moni Sharma

Pokhara/New Delhi: 

At least 68 people died on 

Sunday in Nepal after a 

plane carrying about 72 

people from Kathmandu 

crashed in Pokhara dur-

ing morning, police said. 

There were 68 passen-

gers and 4 crew mem-

bers on board the  plane 

that crashed just 10 to 20 

seconds between the old 

and new airports in the 

city, located in western 

Nepal. The twin-engine 

ATR 72 aircraft operated 

by Yeti Airlines was en 

route from Nepal's capi-

tal Kathmandu. Rescue 

operations have been dif-

ficult because of  a rag-

ing fire at the wreckage.

 The search operation 

was halted late evening 

for Sunday and bodies 

are yet to be retrieved, 

said Army officials.

PRECIOUS LIVES 

LOST, SAYS MODI
PM Modi condoled loss 

of lives in the devastat-

ing plane crash in Nepal. 

“Pained by the tragic air 

crash in Nepal in which 

precious lives have been 

lost, including Indian 

nationals. In this hour 

of grief, my thoughts 

and prayers are with the 

bereaved families,” PM 

Modi wrote on Twitter 

tagging the PM of Nepal.

PM Prachanda calls 

emergency meeting

Nepal PM Pushpa Ka-

mal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ 

called an emergency cabi-

net meeting. Nepal govt 

has formed a fi ve-mem-

ber commission of inquiry 

to probe the incident. 

Prachanda expressed 

his sorrow and appealed 

for an effective rescue of 

passengers of the Yeti 

Airlines ANC ATR 72 plane 

crash in Pokhara.

INDIAN EMBASSY 

ISSUES HELPLINE

Helpline issued by the 

Indian Embassy are... 

KATHMANDU
Diwakar Sharma:  

977-9851107021

POKHARA
Lt Col Shashank Tripathi: 

977-9856037699

Key highlights

l EAM S Jaishankar, 

Jyotiraditya Scindia 

condoles loss of lives 

l Yeti has cancelled 

all fl ights for today

l Pokhara Int’l airport 

inaugurated 2 weeks 

ago is on China belt.

RAMPUR

BANDIPUR

GORKHA

MANBU
DHUNCHE

BENIGHAT

KATHMANDU

POKHARA

10:33 am

10:58 am

Crash spot — bank 

of the Seti River, 

just before landing

-7°C in Mount Abu,

lowest since 1994 

First India Bureau

Mt Abu/Jaipur: Cold 

wave conditions pre-

vailed in parts of  Ra-

jasthan where Mt Abu 

and Fatehpur recorded 

the coldest with -7°C 

and 4.7°C on Sunday, 

MeT dept said. Mt Abu 

recorded the lowest 

temperature since De-

cember 12, 1994.  P3

Miss USA R’Bonney Gabriel celebrates after being crowned Miss Universe during fi nal round 

of 71st Miss Universe pageant, in New Orleans. It was the fi nal question that sealed her faith.

MISS USA CROWNED 

MISS UNIVERSE 2022

INDIA CELEBRATES 75TH ARMY DAY

SALUTING OUR 
BRAVEHEARTS!

First India Bureau

Bengaluru: The Indian 

army is maintaining a 

strong defence posture 

along the Line of  Actu-

al Control (LAC), and is 

ready to deal with any 

contingency, Chief  of  

Army Staff, General 

Manoj Pande said on 

Sunday. In his address 

at the 75th Army Day 

celebrations at Parade 

Ground, MEG & Centre 

here, he said northern 

border region has been 

peaceful and steps have 

been taken to maintain 

peace through estab-

lished protocol and ex-

isting mechanism. 

Pointing to the at-

tempts to smuggle arms 

and drugs into Jammu 

and Punjab border re-

gions using drones, 

General Pande said 

counter drone jammers 

were being used against 

such activities.”I re-

quest our Armed forces 

to develop adaptation 

capabilities according 

to time. We should bring 

into practice what we 

have learned from con-

flicts like Ukraine and 

keep ourselves updat-

ed,” Rajnath said.  
More on P6

Army chief General 

Manoj Pande: Strong 

defence posture being 

maintained at LAC

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh greets Chief of Army Staff, Gen 

Manoj Pande at Shaurya Sandhya event in Bengaluru on Sunday.

Ceasefi re at LOC 

continues and 

there has been 

a substantial reduction in 

violations. However, ter-

ror infra still remains on 

other side. Our counter 

insurgency mechanism is 

effectively foiling infi ltra-

tion bid from Pakistan.

—General Manoj Pande, 

Chief of Army Staff 

With technology 

acquiring centre 

stage in today’s 

world, the majority of 

the weapons are oper-

ated through artifi cial 

intelligence, thereby 

eliminating the need for 

any in-person human 

presence.
—Rajnath Singh, 

Defence Minister
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ARMY DAY PARADE CELEBRATED OUTSIDE 

NEW DELHI FOR FIRST TIME SINCE 1949

For the fi rst time, the Army Day parade, which used 

to take place in Delhi, was moved out of the national 

capital and took place in Bengaluru at Parade Ground, 

MEG & Centre. The 75th Army Day was fi rst-of-its-kind 

event, taking place outside Delhi ever since the celebra-

tions started in 1949.

SALUTE ALL BRAVE SOLDIERS: PRESIDENT 

MURMU, PM MODI, OTHERS EXTEND WISHES 

President Droupadi Murmu, PM Narendra Modi, Rajnath 

Singh, S Jaishankar and others conveyed wishes on 

Army Day. “Let us recall countless stories of IA soldiers’ 

sacrifi ces! They have always pushed frontiers of valour 

and courage and also acted as saviours in times of ca-

lamities,” tweeted Rashtrapati Bhavan. PM Modi said that 

the countrymen are proud and grateful to the soldiers.

MP CM’S CHOPPER 

SUFFERS TECH GLITCH, 

LANDS SAFELY: POLICE

Dhar: A helicopter carrying MP Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

on Sunday landed in Manawar town of Dhar dist from where it had 

taken off sometime back due to a technical glitch, police said. CM’s 

chopper took off from Manawar, said SDOP Dhiraj.

TIME TO MOVE ON: 

LALIT MODI NAMES 

SON HIS SUCCESSOR

London: Former IPL Chairman and member of the Modi family 

trust, Lalit Modi, on Sunday announced his son, Ruchir Modi as 

the successor of the Lalit Kumar Modi (LKM) Branch of the KK 

Modi Family Trust (KKMFT).
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Vaishya community has very important 

contribution in country’s economy: CM

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Highlighting 

the contribution of  the 

Vaishya community in 

the country’s economy, 

CM Ashok Gehlot said 

that the community has 

created its own identity 

in whole country with 

its entrepreneurship.

“Vaishya community 

has an important con-

tribution in country’s 

economy. Many person-

alities like Jamna Lal 

Bajaj, GD Birla worked 

closely with Mahatma 

Gandhi. In natural ca-

lamities, community 

has always gone ahead 

and cooperated in relief  

works,” he said. Turn to P8
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot felicitates Sanjay Agarwal in presence 

of Dr Subhash Garg, Ashok Lahoty and others during International 

Vaishya Mahasammelan at Birla Auditorium in Jaipur on Sunday.

Industrial houses from 

Rajasthan have made 

their own identity 

globally, says Gehlot 

READ
CrucialCrucial

8TH AND LAST NIZAM 

OF HYDERABAD DIES

Istanbul: Mukarram Jah, 

titular Nizam VIII, passed 

away at 89 in Istanbul, 

Turkey. As per his desire 

of being laid to rest in his 

home land, his kids will 

travel to Hyderabad with 

mortal remains.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS NOT 

PRIORITY: TALIBAN

Kabul: The Taliban 

said that overturning 

restrictions on women 

is not a priority for the 

administration in Af, days 

after denying there would 

be a permanent university 

education ban on women.

J&K: WEAPONS SEIZED 

FROM TERRORISTS

Jammu: Security forces on 

Sunday busted a terrorist 

hideout in Jammu and 

Kashmir’s border district 

of Poonch, leading to the 

recovery of a huge quantity 

of arms, ammunition and 

explosives, offi cials said.

RECORDS TUMBLE AT 

GREENFIELD AS INDIA 

THRASH SRI LANKA BY 

MAMMOTH MARGIN

India’s captain Rohit 

Sharma holds the winner 

trophy after winning the 

3rd ODI match against 

Sri Lanka, at Greenfi eld 

International Stadium, in 

Thiruvananthapuram on 

Sunday. P6

2 more hotels lean on 

each other in Joshimath

Joshimath: Two more 

hotels were dangerously 

leaning towards each 

other while wider cracks 

have appeared near Auli 

ropeway and in other ar-

eas of  land subsidence-

hit Joshimath on Sunday.

Also, the flow of  water 

increased from a suspect-

ed underground channel 

burst in JP Colony in 

Marwari area of  the 

town after a temporary 

decline a couple of  days 

back. Muddy water has 

been percolating down 

from it constantly since 

Jan 2 but experts are not 

sure about its origins.

SC TO HEAR PLEA 

ON JOSHIMATH 

SUBSIDENCE TODAY

VANDE BHARAT 
SHOWS THAT INDIA 

WANTS BEST: MODI

PM Narendra Modi fl agged 

off Vande Bharat Express, 

connecting Secunderabad 

via VC and said the Vande 

Bharat shows India wants 

‘the best of everything’.

MODI WILL BE RE-

ELECTED AS PM IN 

2024: AMIT SHAH 

HM Amit Shah on Sunday 

seeks blessings of Jain 

Acharya Ratnasundar 

Surishwarji in Ahmedabad. 

He said Modi will be re-

elected as PM in 2024. 

INSIDE P5

Yeti Airlines ATR-72 crashed on January 16 while 
heading from Kathmandu to Pokhara. The massive 
crash claimed 72 lives, including that of 5 Indians 

and 4 crew members who were onboard. 
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As the numerical year turns over a new page, celebrate 
yourself as you are even as you look within to draw on 
reserves for some positive changes in the coming year. 

Dr JagDeesh ChanDra, CMD & Editor-in-Chief

THOUGHT OF THE DAY
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Educated, young ‘team 
Bhajan’ with RSS imprint

Sushma Arora gets NCDFI eMarket Award from Amit Shah

‘Scorpions’ missing amid representation from 
11 zodiac signs in newly formed State cabinet

17 out of 22 become ministers for first time

A powerful tribal leader 
of Eastern Rajasthan. 
Presently MLA from 
Sawai Madhopur seat, 
Meena has been MLA 
5 times before. Elected 
LS MP twice and Rajya 
Sabha MP once. He 
contested current polls 
as Rajya Sabha MP.

MLA from Pushkar 
seat of Ajmer district 
for third consecu-
tive terms. A Rash-
triya Swayamsewak 
Sangh’s face, Rawat 
has a good influence 
in the society and has 
also been a former par-
liamentary secretary.

MLA from Lohawat seat 
of Jodhpur, Khimsar 
was a cabinet minister 
twice in the Vasundha-
ra government. He took 
responsibility of impor-
tant departments like 
industry and energy. 
He has become MLA 
for the fourth time.

MLA from Jaitaran 
seat of Pali district, 
Gehlot comes form 
Mali society. He is 
considered to have 
a good grip in this 
society. MLA for two 
consecutive terms, 
is considered a good 
speaker.

While being an MP 
from Jaipur Rural, 
Rathore became MLA 
from Jhotwara seat of 
Jaipur. He came into 
politics after taking 
VRS from rank of Army 
Colonel. He is Olympic 
medalist, Padma Shri 
and Arjuna awardee.

MLA from Sumerpur 
seat of Pali, Kumawat 
has been MLA for two 
consecutive terms. He 
has a good hold on the 
Kumawat community 
which is considered 
to be the core voter of 
the safforn party, Bhar-
tiya Janata Party.

Fourth time MLA 
from Jhadol, Udaipur 
district, Kharadi is a 
very honest and spot-
less face of BJP in the 
tribal areas. Last time 
he was elected the 
best MLA of Rajasthan 
Assembly. He became 
minister for first time.

Elected MLA for the 
first time from Prata-
garh seat, Meena is 
tribal leader of Udaipur 
division & is handling 
legacy of Nandlal Mee-
na, a veteran leader. 
Long experience of 
politics. Very strong 
hold in tribal region.

MLA from Ramganj 
Mandi of Kota, Dilawar 
reached the Assembly 
for sixth time. He car-
ries the image of Dalit 
Hindu leader and is 
close to RSS. He was 
a minister in the govts 
of Bhairon Singh and 
Vasundhara Raje.

MLA from Malpura 
seat of Tonk district. 
Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) 
loyal face of Bhartiya 
Janata Party. MLA 
for three consecutive 
terms. Hindtva and 
considered leaders 
with sharp attitude.

MLA from Luni assem-
bly constituency, Jodh-
pur, Patel has a lot of 
influence in the society 
and is a strong orator 
and is considered 
close to many leaders 
of the organization. He 
has become MLA for 
the third time.

MLA from Alwar city seat re-
mained very strong as a Brahmin 
face. He has been the District 
President of BJP thrice. Sharma 
has been elected MLA from Alwar 
city assembly of Alwar district for 
the second consecutive time.

Won from Badi Sadri assembly 
seat of Chittorgarh district for 
the second time. Gautam Kumar 
Dak is considered close to the 
State President of BJP, CP 
Joshi. He has good hold in Jain 
community of Mewar.

MLA for the second time from 
Srimadhopur seat of Sikar. He 
comes from a Jat family estab-
lished in the politics of Shekha-
wati. Father Harlal Singh Kharra 
has also been a minister. Has 
been MLA twice.

BJP’s MLA candidates from Sri 
Karanpur. He has been MLA from 
here twice. Established face of 
BJP in Sikh society. The party 
has expressed confidence by 
making him a minister without 
becoming an MLA. He has also 
been a minister in Raje govt.

Two-time MLA from Sangod seat 
of Kota district, Heera Lal Nagar 
is leader with strong grassroots. 
He comes from Dhakad caste 
and  he is counted among the 
leaders, who are close to Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla.

MLA from Lunkaran-
sar seat of Bikaner. A 
familiar face among 
the Jats. MLA twice. 
He is considered close 
to Union Minister 
Arjunram Meghwal. 
Established leader 
among the Jats of  
the area.

KIRODI LAL MEENA

SURESH SINGH RAWAT

VICTORY MARGIN: 22,510 VOTES

VICTORY MARGIN: 13,869 VOTES

VICTORY MARGIN: 35,805 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 1,565 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 23,948 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 15,217 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 1,531 VOTES

VICTORY MARGIN: 25,586 VOTES

VICTORY MARGIN: 14,459 VOTES

VICTORY MARGIN: 11,832 VOTES

VICTORY MARGIN: 9,087 VOTES

VICTORY MARGIN: 13,526 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 27,382 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 25,109 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 16,189 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 8,869 VOTES

VICTORY MARGIN: 10,549 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 50,167 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 6,488 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 18,422 VOTES VICTORY MARGIN: 24,678 VOTES

GAJENDRA S KHIMSAR

AVINASH GEHLOT

RAJYAVARDHAN RATHORE

JORARAM KUMAWAT

BABULAL KHARADI

HEMANT MEENA

MADAN DILAWAR

KANHAIYALAL CHAUDHARY

JOGARAM PATEL

SANJAY SHARMA

GAUTAM KUMAR DAK

JHABAR SINGH KHARRA

SURENDRA PAL SINGH TT

HEERA LAL NAGAR

SUMIT GODARA

CABINET MINISTERS

MoS (IND CHARGE)
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He has been MLA 
from Sirohi seat thrice. 
Religious leader of 
Dewasi community. He 
has been the minister 
of Devasthan and Cow 
Husbandry Depart-
ment in the Raje govt.

OTARAM  DEWASI
Second time MLA from 
Jayal seat of Nagaur, 
Baghmar has been 
professor at Mohanlal 
Sukhadia University, 
Udaipur. She has been 
BJP candidate for four 
consecutive terms.

MANJU BAGHMAR
Twice MLA from 
Nagaur’s Nawan seat, 
Choudhary is consid-
ered to have a good 
influence among Jat 
voters. He has held all 
the important positions 
from Pradhan to MLA.

VIJAY SINGH CHAUDHARY
He has won from Gud-
hamalani seat. After 
a long time, Bishnoi 
has breached this 
stronghold of Cong. 
Before this, his father 
had also once been 
MLA from this seat.

KK VISHNOI
First time MLA from 
Bharatpur city seat. He 
is the only face of Gur-
jar commnity in Bhajan 
Lal cabinet. Social 
engineering was taken 
care of as he has good 
hold in the society.

JAWAHAR SINGH BEDHAM

BJP has made its candidate Surendra Pal Singh TT a minister from Sri Karanupar seat, where election is to be held on January 5, 
however this is first such case in Rajasthan. Interestingly, Kalicharan Saraf became MLA from Malviya Nagar seat for the 8th time 

and Pratap Singh Singhvi of BJP from Chhabra became MLA for the 7th time but they are still out of the race of ministership

Pankaj Soni

Jaipur

A fortnight after becoming 
the Chief Minister, CM 
Bhajan Lal Sharma an-
nounced his 22-member 
team. It was already pre-
dicted that names of edu-
cated, young people in-
cluded in RSS-branded 
‘Team Bhajan’ would be 
surprising and that is ex-
actly what happened. In 
the formation of team, 
every effort has been made 
to maintain a clean image 
and caste equations along 
with Lok Sabha equations 
of Mission-25. 12 OBC 
MLAs were given place. 

In this, the original 
OBCs, who are consid-
ered the traditional vote of 
BJP, have also been given 
participation. Currently, 
five places have been kept 
vacant to rectify some 
shortcomings. The Coun-
cil of Ministers was kept 
away from the influence 
of former CM Vasundhara 
Raje. No MLA, who was 
among her special sup-
porters, was given a place 
in the team. Surendra Pal 
TT was a surprising name 
in the team and his inclu-

sion has surprised even 
Cong. With regards to to 
Karanpur poll, this is be-
ing considered as a master 
stroke of BJP to reduce 
sympathy factor in polls.

Veteran and experi-
enced faces like Jogesh-
war Garg, Kalicharan 
Saraf, Pushpendra Singh, 
Pratap Singhvi,  Srichand 
Kripalani, Ajay Kilak & 
Anita Bhadel were kept 
away from the Council of 
Ministers. At the same 
time, famous faces Vish-
varaj Mewar, Balaknath, 
Mahant Pratappuri (who 
have won for first time) 
Siddhikumari (who has 
won elections for 3 con-
secutive times) and youth 
leader Deepti Maheshwari 
(who became MLA for 

second time) could not get 
a place. But even after 
this, ‘Team Bhajan’ seems 
to be completely energetic 
and to the liking of central 
leadership.

First India Bureau

Gandhinagar

Amit Shah, Union Min-
ister of Home Affairs 
and Minister of Coop-
eration, handed over the 
NCDFI eMarket Award 
2022-23 to Sushma Aro-
ra, IAS Managing Direc-
tor Rajasthan Coopera-
tive Dairy Federation 
Limited, at the National 
Forensic Science Uni-
versity in Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat on Saturday.

The award recognises 
the  Rajasthan Coopera-

tive Dairy Federation 
Limited’s (RCDF) out-
standing performance in 
the dairy sector and un-
wavering support as a 
valued member of the 
dairy sector, contribut-
ing significantly to fos-
tering a spirit of coop-
eration. 

Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel was 
also present at the cere-
mony. Representatives 
of cooperative and pri-
vate dairies from across 
the country were also 
present on this occasion.

Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur

There has been a repre-
sentation of 11 zodiac 
signs in the state cabinet, 
but Scorpio could not 
get a place in the cabi-
net. The Sagittarius zo-
diac sign CM Bhajan Lal 
Sharma has got the 
prime seat in the cabinet, 
but maximum 6 minis-
ters have been made 
from Aquarius zodiac 
sign i.e. Gajendra Singh 
Khimsar, Surendra Pal 
Singh TT, Gautam Ku-

mar, Sanjay Sharma, Su-
mit Godara and Suresh 
Rawat. 

Meanwhile, the zodi-
acs of Gemini and Cap-
ricorn have three minis-
ters each. Dr Kirodi Lal 
Meena, Kanhaiyalal 
Chaudhary and KK Vish-
noi are Geminines while 
Jawahar Singh Bedham, 
Joraram Kumawat and 
Jogaram Patel are of 
Capricorn zodiac sign. 

Whereas Deputy Chief 
Minister Diya Kumari 
and Jhabar Singh Kharra 
are Pisceans. 

Meanwhile, the cabi-
net has two members 
each from Aries, Leo, 
Taurus and Cancer zodi-
ac signs with Avinash 
Gehlot and Oatram De-
wasi from Aries zodiac 
sign, Madan Dilawar and 
Dr. Manju Baghmar 
from Leo zodiac sign and 
Babulal Kharadi and Vi-
jay Singh being Tauri-
ans. Additionally, Hiralal 
Nagar and Hemant Mee-
na are Cancerians while 
Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore is represented in 
the cabinet by Libra sign.

Meal in Field!

Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, along 
with other leaders, relishes Punjab’s special food on a cold, 
foggy morning in Bathinda on Saturday. His absence was 

felt at the Cabinet swearing-in, in Jaipur on Saturday.

SURESH S RAWAT IS  
YOUNGEST WHILE  KIRODI 
LAL MEENA IS OLDEST 
MINISTER IN CABINET

‘Team Bhajan’s’ 
average age is 55 
years six months. 

40 year old Suresh Rawat 
is the youngest minister. 
Whereas 72 year old Kirodi 
Lal Meena is the oldest 
minister in the cabinet. 
Six ministers are below 
50 years of age. The age 
of 12 ministers is be-
tween 51 to 59 years. At 
the same time, there are 
seven ministers whose 
age is more than 60 years. 
Deputy Chief Minister Prem 
Chand Bairwa and Manju 
Baghmar are the most 
educated ministers in the 
team. Both have done PhD. 
The least educated minister 
is Zoraram Kumawat. Jora 
Ram is fifth pass. Whereas, 
Minister Babulal Kharadi 
is 10th pass while Gautam 
Kumar is 12th pass. Seven 
ministers have graduate de-
grees. Two ministers have 
postgraduate degrees.

CM Bhajan Lal Sharma inviting 
Governor Kalraj Mishra for the 
oath ceremony of the ministers. 

Sushma Arora receiving award from Amit Shah in Gandhinagar on Saturday. Guj CM Patel is also seen.

  SANTOSH SHARMA
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SLAYING IN STYLE!
rom shimmering runways to heartfelt 
moments of triumph, these pageants 

showcased more than just physical beauty; 
they were showcases of inner strength, 
intelligence, and the pursuit of excellence.  P10-11
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s the year draws 
to a close, it’s 
time to bid adieu 
in style and usher 
in the new year 

with a bang. Whether you’re 
planning a romantic date, a 
lively night out with friends, 
or a cozy family gathering, 
the key to slaying your 
New Year’s party look lies 
in the perfect blend of 
glamour and comfort. 
And what better way to 
do that than with pretty 
shimmery attire that 

adds a touch of sparkle to 
your celebrations?

If you’re 
stepping out 
for a romantic 
evening, opt 
for an outfit 
that strikes 
the right 

balance be-
tween ele-

gance and al-
lure. A sequined 
slip dress in a soft 
pastel shade is a 
timeless choice. 
The gentle shim-
mer will catch 
the candlelight, 
creating a 

dreamy ambiance. Pair it with 
strappy heels and minimalistic 
accessories to let the dress take 
center stage. Consider a sleek 
updo or loose waves to com-
plete your enchanting look.

For a night of revelry with 
friends, go all out with bold and 
vibrant shimmery pieces. A se-
quined jumpsuit or a metallic 
mini dress will ensure you stand 

out in the crowd. Experiment 
with rich jewel tones like em-

erald green, sapphire blue, or 
ruby red for an extra dose of 
drama. Complement the look 
with statement earrings and 
killer heels. Opt for loose waves 
or a playful ponytail to keep the 
vibe fun and carefree.

If your New Year’s plans in-
volve a cozy family gathering, 
you can still slay in shimmery 
attire while keeping it comfort-
able. Choose a subtle sequined 
sweater paired with tailored 
trousers or a metallic pleated 
skirt. This chic yet cozy ensem-
ble strikes the right balance be-
tween festive and relaxed. Add 
ankle boots or stylish flats for a 
laid-back vibe. Keep your 
makeup soft and natural to 
maintain a relaxed family-
friendly atmosphere.

Mitali
Dusad

mitalidusad@firstindia.co.in

A

Whether you’re counting down the seconds with 
a special someone, dancing the night away with 
friends, or sharing laughter with family, the key 
to a memorable New Year’s look is confidence. 
So, slip into your shimmery attire, raise a glass 
and welcome 2024 in style. City First brings to 
you ideas for a year filled with love, laughter 

and of course, fabulous fashion!
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THE REMARKABLE RISE OF 

Pageant Queens
FROM TIARA TO TRIUMPH

MISS NETHERLAND 2023 
The pageant Miss 
Netherland Rikkie 
Valerie Kolle has made 
history by becoming the 
first transgender model 
to win the prestigious 
title of 'Miss 
Netherlands'. The 
22-year-old Dutch-
Moluccan model and 
actress from Breda 
triumphed over other 
contestants and secured 
her spot as the 
representative from the 
Netherlands for the 
highly anticipated 72nd 
'Miss Universe 2023' 
pageant. The 
announcement was 
made during a glitzy 
ceremony held in 
Amsterdam, where 
Rikkie was crowned 'Miss Netherlands 2023' by the reigning queen. The event 
showcased the beauty, talent, and intelligence of the contestants, with Rikkie 
shining as an exemplary role model. 

MISS UNIVERSE 2023 
In a glittering spectacle that captivated the Miss Universe 
2023 pageant unfolded, the 72nd edition of the pageant 
showcased not only the outer beauty of contestants but also 
their intelligence, charisma, and commitment to social 
causes. This year’s event transcended traditional beauty standards, 
emphasizing the importance of empowering women to make a 
positive impact on the world. Contestants from around the globe 
converged on the stage, representing their nations with elegance and 
pride. The pageant, held at Gimnasio Nacional José Adolfo Pineda, 
San Salvador, El Salvador, captivated audiences worldwide as the 
contestants competed in various categories, from the stunning 
evening gowns to the intellectually challenging question-and-answer 
segment. 

The Miss Teen International 2023 
pageant marks a global celebration 
of youthful elegance, intellect, and cultural 
diversity. Teen contestants from various 
corners of the world converge to showcase 
their talents, poise, and commitment to 
positive change. Against the backdrop of 
international camaraderie, these young 
ambassadors embody the spirit of unity and 
shared aspirations. The pageant not only 
crowns a deserving winner but fosters 
cross-cultural understanding and 
empowers the next generation of leaders 
who, through their grace and charisma, 
leave an indelible mark on the global 
stage. Sweezal Furtado, an 18-year-old 
Indian teenager has made all Indians 
proud by clinching the coveted title of 
‘Miss Teen International Princess’ at the 
recently concluded Miss Teen Universal 
2023 pageant held in Peru, South 
America.

MISS ASIA 2023
The Miss Asian Global Pageant 
captivates audiences with a 
kaleidoscope of beauty, intelligence, 
and cultural richness. The 38th Annual 
Miss Asian Global Pageant, held at the 
Palace of Fine Arts Theatre, brought 
together a diverse and accomplished 
group of 22 delegates from various 
corners of the world. Each delegate 
illuminated their heritage with their 
unique strengths and talents. Kylie 
Chang, an 18-year-old from Cupertino, CA, 
emerged as Miss Asian Global, also clinching 
the titles of Miss Asian Best in Cultural Attire 
and Miss Imagine Talks. As contestants from 
diverse Asian backgrounds grace the stage, they 

not only showcase their charm but also embody 
the tapestry of traditions that define the 

continent. The pageant is a vibrant mosaic, 
highlighting the unique stories and talents of 

these exceptional women. 

The Miss Supranational 2023 
pageant unfolds as a dazzling 
spectacle of global allure, 
where extraordinary women 
from across the world 
converge to compete for the 
prestigious title. The 14th 
edition of the Miss 
Supranational pageant was 
held on 14 July 2023 at 
Strzelecki Park Amphitheater, 

Nowy Sącz, Maąopolska, 
Poland. Lalela Mswane of 
South Africa crowned her 
successor, Andrea Aguilera of 
Ecuador, at the end of the 
event. This edition marks the 
first time in history that 
Ecuador won the Miss 
Supranational pageant, the 
second South American country 
and the third Latin American 

country to do so. The Miss 
Supranational Organization 
had raised its age limit from 28 
to 33, citing a survey conducted 
among the pageant's national 
license holders. This esteemed 

competition transcends 
borders, showcasing not only 
the physical beauty but also 
the intellect, charisma, and 
philanthropic endeavours of its 
contestants. 

MISS SUPRANATIONAL 2023 

The Miss Diva Pageant 2023, a 
dazzling spectacle of beauty, 
grace, and empowerment, 
unfolded with grandeur as aspiring 
contestants from across the nation 
showcased their charisma on the 
coveted stage. The 11th edition of 
the Miss Diva beauty pageant was 
held on 27 August 2023. At the end 
of the event, Divita Rai crowned 
her successor Shweta Sharda while 
Pragnya Ayyagari crowned her 
successor Sonal Kukreja. Sharda 
represented India at Miss Universe 
2023 in El Salvador on 18 
November 2023, where she 
finished in the top 20 and Sonal 
Kukreja will represent India at Miss 
Supranational 2024 in Poland on 
17 July 2024. The event, a 
celebration of diversity and poise, 
saw these remarkable women 
competing not only in glamour 
but also in intelligence and talent. 

MISS DIVA INDIA 2023MISS DIVA INDIA 2023
GLAMANAND SUPERMODEL INDIA 2023

The Glamanand Supermodel India 2023 
showcased a dazzling fusion of beauty and 
talent, with contestants gracing the runway 
in a mesmerizing display of style and 
grace. This national beauty pageant in 
India annually selects a 
representative to compete in Miss 
Grand International. The 
pageant also selects 
representatives for Miss 
Multinational, an international 
pageant organised by the 
Glamanand group. Nikhil Anand, the 
founder and CEO of Glamanand Group, 
serves as one of the National Directors. The 
reigning Glamanand Supermodel India 2023 
(Miss Grand India) is Arshina Sumbul, who was 
crowned by the outgoing titleholder Praachi 
Nagpal. The competition not only celebrated the 
physical allure of the participants but also 
emphasized their intelligence and commitment 
to societal causes. 

MISS PUNE 2023 

The vibrant city of Pune recently set the 
stage for the highly anticipated Miss Pune 
2023 event, marking a milestone with its 
5th edition. Showcasing a harmonious 
collaboration between Sandeep Dharmas 
Runway House and Deepak Chopra of DC 
World Studios, this spectacular pageant 
unfolded as a true celebration of beauty, 
grace, and style. Phoenix MarketCity Pune, 
in association with Red FM India, added its 
esteemed support to create an 
unforgettable evening that mesmerized 
attendees. On the grand night of June 10, 
2023, all eyes were on the magnificent 

Drome Arena as it 
played host to 

the crème de la 
crème of Pune 
City. 

ELITE MISS RAJASTHAN 
Elite Miss Rajasthan, a dazzling spectacle of 
elegance and charisma, unfolds as a 
prestigious platform that celebrates the 
beauty and grace of Rajasthan’s finest. The 
pageant Elite Miss Rajasthan-2023 
season-10 was announced at Hotel Shakun, 
26 girls were selected for the finale and the 
pageant was organised by director Gaurav 
Gaur. This pageant goes beyond the 
superficial to highlight the intelligence, 

talent, and societal contributions of its participants, embodying 
the rich cultural tapestry of the state. As contestants grace the 
stage with regal poise, Elite Miss Rajasthan becomes a beacon of 
empowerment, showcasing not only the external allure but also 
the inner strength and convictions of these exceptional women.

MISS EARTH 2023
Miss Earth 2023 was the 23rd Miss Earth pageant held at Vąn Phúc City in Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam, on 22 December 2023. Drita Ziri of Albania won and was 
crowned by Mina Sue Choi of South Korea. It is the first time Albania has won the 
pageant, and its first crown in the Big Four international beauty pageants. At 18, 
Ziri became the youngest winner of Miss Earth. Crowned in the same event are 
Yllana Aduana of the Philippines as Miss Earth-Air, ąą Thą Lan Anh of Vietnam as 
Miss Earth-Water, and Cora Bliault of Thailand as Miss Earth-Fire. Contestants from 
eighty-five countries and territories participated, which was hosted by James 
Deakin for the seventh consecutive time, along with Huąnh Thą Thùy Dung. 
Barbadian singer Shontelle, and Vietnamese singers Jaykii, MONO, and Sara Luu 
also performed. The competition also featured the debut of the Long Beach Pearl 
crown, which is made of gold and eighty-seven pearls and gemstones. 

MISS INTERNATIONAL 2023 
Miss International 2023 was the 61st Miss International pageant, held at the 
Yoyogi National Gymnasium in Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan on 26 October 2023. 
Jasmin Selberg of Germany crowned Andrea Rubio of Venezuela as her successor 
at the end of the event, marking the ninth time that Venezuela won the 
competition the most wins in the pageant's history. The Miss International 
Organization announced that the pageant will take place at the Yoyogi Gymnasium 
No. 2 in Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan, instead of the usual Tokyo Dome City Hall, on 26 
October 2023. According to Stephen Diaz, head director of the International Cultural 
Association, the non-profit organization that organizes the pageant, the 
organization has set the limit of the number of contestants competing to eighty. 

MISS EUROPE 2023 
Miss Europe is a beauty 
pageant for women from all 
over Europe. It was 
established in February 1927 
by Fanamet, the European 
distributor of Paramount, as 
a one-off event where the 
winner was to star in a film 
directed by Friedrich 
Wilhelm Murnau. After the 
initial twelve-person jury 
couldn't decide between 
10 contestants, a 
runoff election was 
held where Murnau 
chose the winner. 
Murnau ended up 
choosing ątefica 
Vidaąią of 
Yugoslavia as the 
winner and the first-ever 
Miss Europe. Miss Europe 
was later re-established in 
December 1928 by French 
journalist Maurice de Waleffe 
(1874–1946), who also 
created, in 1920, what by 
1927 had become the 
Miss France pageant. 
Miss Europe, under de 
Waleffe, was first held 
at the Paris Opera 
with participants 
from 18 countries. 
The first contest 
under de Waleffe did 
not occur until 
February 1929.

MISS HARYANA 2023 
Ruchi Gujjar, the esteemed winner of Miss Haryana 2023, adds another 
feather to her cap as she receives the prestigious National Dynamic 
Awards (NDA) under the esteemed category of Best Actress given by 
actor Sunil Shetty. The NDA ceremony, presented by Mind Blowing Film 
Promotion, took place on 9th June 2023 at the grand venue, The Palace, 
Jaipur. Ruchi Gujjar's remarkable talent and undeniable charm have 
earned her recognition and accolades in the entertainment industry. 
Winning the National Dynamic Award for Best Actress is a testament to 
her exceptional skills and dedication to her craft. Her captivating 
performances have resonated with audiences, making her a deserving 

recipient of this esteemed honour. 

MISS MAHARASHTRA 2023
Ketki Raut clinches the Miss Maharashtra 2023 title, with Akshata Madane as the first runner-up and 
Priyanshi Kashyap as the second runner-up, as three exceptional women were crowned in a dazzling 
finale held at St. Andrews Auditorium. The event showcased the poise and elegance of the 
contestants through two captivating walk rounds and a final question round, where their overall 
conduct and performance determined the winners. The show was impeccably hosted by the 
charismatic Simran Ahuja, creating an engaging atmosphere for both contestants and the 
enthusiastic audience. Adding to the allure of the evening, Marathi superstar Amruta Khanvilkar 
graced the jury panel and delivered a captivating performance on the stage, mesmerizing the 
audience with the soulful Chandra Song.

As the curtains draw close 
on another remarkable year, City First 
proudly reminisces on the dazzling array of 

beauty pageants that graced both national 
and international stages throughout 2023. 

Celebrating beauty, grace and resilience, these 
events stood as beacons of empowerment for women 

worldwide. In collaboration with First India and Bharat24 
- Vision of New India, we uphold the belief in 

empowering women, fostering a platform where their 
aspirations and dreams take flight. Together, we embark 
on a retrospective journey, revisiting the moments when 
remarkable women were crowned, not merely as queens 

but as ambassadors of change, leaving an indelible 
legacy that continues to inspire countless aspiring 

models and young minds. From shimmering runways to 
heartfelt moments of triumph, these pageants 

showcased more than just physical 
beauty; they were showcases of inner 

strength, intelligence, and the pursuit 
of excellence.

MISS TEEN INDIA 2023 MISS TEEN INDIA 2023 
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enowned supermodel Deepi-
ka Singh recently graced an 
event, embodying elegance 
and highlighting the timeless 

beauty of simplicity. Devesh Ahuja, the 
visionary behind Ahuja’s Production, em-
phasized the profound impact of simplic-
ity as the ultimate attire to showcase au-
thentic beauty. In a world often drawn to 
bold fashion choices, Ahuja advocates for 
the enduring charm of simplicity, espe-
cially through the cultural lens of India. 
Ahuja’s Production has consistently 
championed cultural values, aiming 
to inspire the younger generation to 
embrace and preserve the rich her-
itage of our sanskriti.

Carrying forward the cultural 
narrative, Deepika Singh ex-
emplified the grace and allure 
of sarees during the event. 
The traditional Indian attire, 
the saree, epitomizes cul-
tural richness and sophisti-
cation. Deepika’s choice to 
embrace this iconic gar-
ment not only pays homage 
to tradition but also reflects 
the versatility and timeless-
ness of sarees in enhancing 
one’s beauty. Ahuja’s Produc-
tion, through such showcases, 
aims to instill an appreciation 
for traditional attire, encourag-
ing individuals to gracefully 
carry the legacy of sarees in 
contemporary times.

SIMPLICITY 
PERSONIFIED!UNVEILING 

LITERARY GEMS
City First

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

r s h a d 
Khan Si-
kandar, a 
p r o m i -
nent poet 

and author, showcased 
his artistic brilliance at 
the ‘Lafz’ program held 
at ITC Rajputana, 
Jaipur. The event took 
place under the joint 
collaboration of Prabha 
Khaitan Foundation 
and Rekhta Foundation. 
It is an initiative to pro-
mote Urdu, Arabic and 
Persian languages. 
Lafz is supported 
under the CSR ini-
tiative of Shree 
Cement. It’s hos-
pitality partner 
is ITC Ra-
jputana and 
it’s support-
ed by Ehsaas 
Women of 
Jaipur.

The pro-
gram com-
menced with 

welcome remarks by 
Apra Kuchhal, the 
Honorary Convenor 

Rajasthan and Central 
India Affairs. 

Irshad Khan 
S i k a n d a r , 
through his 
recitations, 

captivated 
the audi-
e n c e , 
earning 

t h e i r 

appreciation. Sharing 
insights into his jour-
ney, Sikandar ex-
pressed, “If I would not 
have written poetry, I 
would have committed 
suicide. I didn’t want to 
commit suicide, so I 
chose poetry instead.” 
He also said, “Due to 
poetry, I faced a lot of 
criticism and people in 
my village ridiculed me suggesting me to do 

some actual mean-
ingful work. These 
taunts made me 

more determent to 
opt for poetry as my 

profession.” Towards 

the end Kulsum Malik, 
Ehsaas Women of 
Jaipur presented the au-
thor with a memento. 
Bakul Dev, a noted poet 
was in conversation 
with the poet.

I

Irshad Khan & Bakul Dev during the conversation Kulsum Malik greets Irshad Khan

Apra Kuchhal addressing the audience

(L-R) Vinod Bharadwaj, Kamla Poddar, Tilak Gitai
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In a distinctive farewell to 2023, Fit Body and Soul (FBS) enthusiasts celebrated their departure with a unique event. 
The Cavallo Horse Riding and Polo Club hosted an activity supervised by skilled riders, featuring horseback riding 
and quality time with adorable puppies from Paws. FBS Founder Megha Gupta highlighted the holistic benefi ts of 
horse riding, emphasizing its full-body workout targeting the back, legs, abs, and strength. FBS regularly introduces 
novel activities, and this winter focused on fi tness through expert-led sessions. Polo Player Shravan Singh Chauhan 
shared valuable tips, engaging members like Advaya Kansal, Kiaan Kansal, and others in this memorable event.

Chhavi Khemani, Diksha Khemani 
and Janvi Khemani

Surbhi Khandelwal, Gunjan Patodia, Megha Gupta, 
Suchita Manak Bohra and Aditi Khandelwal

Anushree Khandelwal, Megha Gupta, Ritika Jain, 
Neeti Baid and Pratibha Sharma

CONDOLENCES!

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra extended heartfelt condolences to 
Vikas Sharma of the First India family, during his visit to the 
Sharma family’s residence on Saturday. His presence was to 
offer solace and support following the deeply saddening loss 
of their beloved son, Advik Sharma, who departed from this 
world at the tender age of nearly 2 years on Friday. Dr Chandra 
honoured the memory of the departed soul and provided 
comfort to the bereaved family in their time of sorrow.

Renowned fi gure Dr Jagdeesh Chandra was warmly received by Lalit Soni, Director of 64facets House and his family during a 
gracious invitation for a meet and greet event held on Saturday. The atmosphere was one of hospitality as Dr Chandra was 
embraced with open arms, marking a memorable and engaging exchange between the  guest and the Soni family. The event, 
fi lled with warmth provided a platform for insightful conversations and connections, leaving a lasting impression on all.

Gokul Maheshwari, Director of Shakun Group, assumed the 
role of National Vice President at CAT. Recognized for his 
advertising expertise, Maheshwari’s appointment marked 
a signifi cant leap for CAT’s initiatives nationwide. CAT 
Rajasthan Chairman, Suresh Patodiya, expressed gratitude for 
Maheshwari’s inclusion, foreseeing a transformative impact. 
Aiming to amplify the consecration of Lord Shri Ram’s temple 
in Ayodhya, CAT launches a massive public relations campaign 
from January 1, mobilizing a ‘Har Shahar Ayodhya-Ghar Ghar 
Ayodhya’ drive and trade fairs until January 22, celebrating 
Diwali nationwide on the temple’s inauguration day.

In a concerted effort to prioritize the safety well minors across 
the nation the 37th Mine Safety Week was held on Friday. 
The event was organised under the auspices of the Mine 
Safety Directorate in Ajmer. This annual event, hosted by the 
Directorate of Mine Safety, Ajmer, aims to ensure the quality 
of work, adherence to regulations, and overall safety in mines. 
During this, Golchha Group’s Ghevariya Soapstone & Dolomite 
Mines received the 2nd award in the Overall category in the B1 
classifi cation of Mechanized Metal Mines. Apart from this, the 
Chief Guest for the event was RT Mandekar, Deputy Director-
General of DGMS North Zone Udaipur.

CAMPAIGN!

MINE DIRECTORATE!MEET & GREET! 

The West Zone Cultural Center’s Shilpgram Festival in Udaipur concluded on a high note, celebrating 
the triumph of Lord Rama’s devotion through the artistic brilliance of a dance drama. The 
mesmerizing portrayal of ‘Ram ki Shakti Puja,’ based on Nirala’s poem, captured the essence of 
Rama’s struggle against Ravana’s deceitful tactics in a poignant performance directed by renowned 
dancer Sangeeta Sharma. The festival’s crescendo saw Punjab’s lively Gidda, Kashmir’s elegant Rouf 
and a diverse array of folk dances enhancing the cultural mosaic. The grand fi nale, ‘Dharti Dhoran 
Ri...,’ orchestrated by 250 artists under Rajeev Bharti’s direction, left the audience spellbound. 
In a heartfelt farewell, Kiran Soni Gupta, the director of the West Zone Cultural Center and other 
dignitaries honoured the artists for their exceptional contributions to the festival’s success, 
presenting them with portfolios and shawls. The event not only showcased artistic excellence but 
also celebrated the rich heritage and spirituality embedded in the tale of Lord Rama’s triumph.

WHAT’S HAPPENING!
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Dr Jagdeesh Chandra with Ramawatar Soni, Aditya, Neeru,
Suman, Radha, Parikshit and Lalit Dr Jagdeesh Chandra with Zara
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Witnessing an outpouring of joy and unity, friends and family joined in jubilation for 
the naming ceremony of baby Amyra, the granddaughter of the Late Ram Chandra 
Prasad and Kamla Devi and daughter of Ranjeet and Aaysha. The heartwarming 
event took place on Friday at the AAIO (Airport Authority of India Offi cer’s Institute) 
Delhi Flying Club in New Delhi. Marking this special occasion, the ceremony was 
adorned with moments of pure happiness, heartfelt exchanges of thoughtful gifts 
and the harmonious laughter that fi lled the air as family and friends showered their 
loved ones with tokens of affection. Various dignitaries including Jayant Sinha, MP 
Loksabha, Hazaribagh were also present to bless the baby.

JOY & CELEBRATIONS!

A still from the joyful family dance

Jayant Sinha with 
the adorable baby

Aaysha shares a moment 
of joy with Aayra

Ranjeet Kumar,
Aaysha and Baby Aayra

Amidst joyous cheer and heartfelt 
well-wishes, Pradeep Kumar Tolani, 
the Managing Director of Vanshdeep 
Builders Pvt Ltd, commemorated a 
signifi cant milestone as he celebrated 
his birthday. The auspicious occasion 
was graced by the presence of 
prominent fi gures including Rajendra, 
Vishal, Abhishek along with Saurav 

Pradhan, Mahesh, Ajay and a host of others. The atmosphere was one of camaraderie and 
warm felicitations as friends, family and associates came together to extend their heartfelt 
greetings to Tolani on this special day.

Deepika Singh
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