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STORIES OF
ASCENT/.

City First spotlights the journeys of Jyoti Soni, Ankita Solanki and Kanishka
Bhargav—three inspiring women redefining success in fashion and pageantry ‘ |
through resilience, clarity, confidence and the courage to grow beyond limitations!

n today’s evolving
fashion and pag-
eantry space, suc-
cess stories are no
longer defined by
glamour alone but
by resilience, conscious choices,
and the courage to step beyond com-
fort zones. Jyoti Soni, Ankita Solan-
ki, and Kanishka Bhargav embody
this new generation of achievers—
women whose journeys are rooted
in self-belief, mentorship, and
steady personal growth.

Hailing from Bhilwara, Ra-
jasthan, Jyoti Soni, the 5th Runner-
Up of Elite Miss Rajasthan, repre-
sents quiet strength and adaptability.
Fashion was never a childhood
dream for her; instead, it entered her
life unexpectedly in 2024, demand-
ing courage and trust in the moment.
Growing up in India’s textile city
shaped her appreciation for consist-
ency, craftsmanship, and patience.
Her family’s steady, unwavering
support gave her the confidence to
explore unfamiliar territory. Men-
tored by Gaurav Gaur, Founder and
Director of Elite Miss Rajasthan,
Jyoti embraced growth through ex-
perience rather than comparison.
Each challenge strengthened her
self-belief, and today she envisions
herself on larger fashion platforms—
evolving steadily while staying au-
thentic to her roots.

Ankita Solanki, the 1st Runner-Up
of Veenus Miss India 2025, comes
from the culturally rich town of Lad-
nun, Rajasthan. For her, fashion is a
language of expression rather than
appearance. What began as a child-
hood fascination with the camera
gradually transformed into a deliber-
ate career choice, supported strongly
by her family—especially her broth-
er, who remained her emotional pil-
lar. Ankita’s discipline-driven life-
style, focus on self-care, fitness, and
learning define her personality to-
day. Under the mentorship of JJ
Kashyap, Managing Director,
Veenus Film and Events, she refined
her confidence and professional out-
look. National recognition, including
a feature in First India News and
multiple modelling awards, validat-
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THE STAR VISIT!
enowned Bollywood actress
Taapsee Pannu was accorded a
warm welcome by Pawan Arora, CEO and
Managing Editor of First India News, at the
channel's office on Tuesday.

Ankita Solanki Vi

Khunteta
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ed her efforts. Ankita now
aspires to expand her pro-
fessional footprint while
maintaining balance and
clarity in her personal
life.

Kanishka Bhargav,
crowned Miss India
Glam Star 2026, was
born near Shahpura /
and raised in /
Jaipur, a city that [
became the foun- |
dation of her |
identity. Once shy
and introverted,
her journey unfolded
through  resilience,
self-determination, and
countless trials—includ-
ing health struggles and
financial  limitations.
Modelling emerged as a
natural choice after
life’s many turns, align-
ing with her confidence
and passion. Initial hesi-
tation gave way to strong
family support, particu-
larly from her parents.
With consistent guidance
from Pawan Tank, Founder
and Director of Miss & Mrs
India Glam, Kanishka found
direction and purpose. Along
with her title, completing a
Cabin Crew diploma reflects
her discipline and profes-
sional growth. Looking
ahead, she envisions the
coming years as a phase of
learning, stability, and crea-
tive expansion.

00aVaDI HSDINW =




JAIPUR, THURSDAY | FEBRUARY 5, 2026
[ J [ J
6 clty/pws R firstindia.co.in
W firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur X thefirstindia f thefirstindia @thefirstindia
.

23 MUKESH KIRADOO

PL

| / e | - - | ‘ 7 ¥ J i 2 = ‘ E ‘ i 1 SB Singh fehutated Wlt the N B | ll : | . =< a1
Girraj Choudhary & Rakesh Naga felicitated with Lokesh Sharma along and team felicitated with the Anshul Kumar Agarwal & Pooja Agarwal felicitated with the Best Mohd Imteyaz felicitated with the Best Nutrition Chinmay AganNaI and Yash Mangal felicitated W|th the Most Most Trusted Small Finance I Rajesh Sa|n| and Jeetram Saini with their team felicitated W|th the Most Trusted Real Estate ':\ Pahal Nutrition felicitated with the :
the Best Gold-Plated Jewellery of Rajasthan award Best Hospitality Services of Jaipur award by Suniel Shetty Wellness & Lifestyle Coach of Rajasthan award by Suniel Shetty §  Shop of Delhi award by Suniel Shetty =S Trusted Jewellery Brand of India award by Suniel Shetty [ Bank of Rajasthan award by Suniel Shetty Investor Company of Rajasthan - Jaipur Green Developer award by Suniel Shetty IS B Best Nutrition Brand award by Suniel Shetty =

b

NEXTGEN ICON AWARDS 2026 HONOUR EXCELLENCE ACROSS RAJASTHAN SECTORS

Innovation InSpotligh

City First felicitating outstanding achiev-
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in ers. Mohit Sharma, the organ-
iser of the event, was also felici-
aipur recently tated during the ceremony. The
witnessed a night award recognised entrepre-
of grandeur as the neurs, corporate leaders, influ-
NextGen Icon encers, and emerging brands
Awards 2026, Ra- for their remarkable contribu-
jasthan’s largest award ceremo- tions to business growth and
ny, was held at Anant Mahal. progressive initiatives in the
Conceptualised by JEAP (Jeen state.
Events and Planners), the plat- Ahighlight of the evening was
eeksha Mehra f| Ni ‘srishti Rajpurohit feli i . I ; form celebrated excellence, in- a high-energy fashion showcase & & N 9 L 3% TV _ - { S — . — . A
| ishti Rajpurohit felici ‘ i - i i ; y - Ay = shok Kumar Joshi felicitated wi i

Best Event Manager award f i ‘ (orporateJ 2( Wwedding Anchor of Rajasthan aw: i nmol:/li:;)(ilel’ E;;lg:)iz:ie;il:;lp zf::;ls; gﬁf;ﬁ:xﬁz lll)e::‘:zttl(l):n(,}r:rgz | = - 5/ ; Sl Ry ici i  the Best Vaidik Astrologer award Qgstaéarh%susl Aitlrcfl)lgtgeg’ \IArIII Indtiaeaward
— partnership from First India Gaur, where supermodels lit up
News and Bharat24: Vision of the ramp with style. The event
New India. concluded by affirming Jaipur’s
Bollywood actor Suniel Shet- evolving status as a hub for
ty graced the event as the Celeb- business, fashion, and high-pro-
rity Guest of Honour, adding file celebrations. City First
star appeal and engaging brings you some more glimpses

warmly with awardees while of the event!
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CHAI, CINEMA AND CANDID TALKS: TAAPSEE PANNU VISITS FIRST INDIA NEWS CHANNEL OFFICE

FROM SCREEN TO STUDIO

Pawan Arora in conversatlon
= with Taapsee Pannu

RORKEY NOTE BY PAWA

AN ARORA KEY.NOTE BY PAWAN ARORA

¥ NOTE BY PAWAN AROF

Pawan Arora warmly greeted Taapsee Pannu Also seen are (L R) Jitesh, Rakesh, Prakash, Farukh Ahmad, Charvi Kumawat Shantnu Varshneua
Sanjeev Kumar, Dr Jayati Mishra, Hemant Sharma, Ghanshyam Karol, Jinendra Smgh Shekhawat Karina Sharma Pari T|kk|wal Abh|shek Happy, f
Shivangi Singh Rao, Rajat, Dlmple Sharma, Hanuman, Bharat Dixit, Hemant Katara, Kailash choudhary, Dharmendra & Deepak = "
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enowned Bol-
lywood actress
Taapsee Pan-
nu was ac-
corded a warm welcome
by Pawan Arora, CEO
and Managing Editor of
First India News, at the
channel's office on Tues-
day, ahead of a special
recording of KeyNote
with Pawan Arora. Her
visit generated a lively

Art, Cultureand
I/alues onPDisplay:

2
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aharaja  Sawai
Man Singh Vidy-
alaya Interna-
tional celebrated
its Annual Func-
tion with great enthusiasm on
Wednesday at the Birla Audito-
rium, Jaipur. The highlight of
the evening was a grand cultural
presentation titled “Odyssey —
Threads of Legacy,” in which
nearly 330 students participated.
The programme showcased a
vibrant fusion of music, dance,

\’»\/’

(L R)Jyothoshl Archana S Mankotia, Sweta Jain, | !
Damodar Prasad Goyal, Ambika singh and Mukul Goyal

and theatre, reflecting the rich
cultural essence of French, Chi-
nese, African, and Japanese tra-
ditions, thoughtfully woven
with language and heritage.

The performances also con-
veyed powerful messages
aligned with key Sustainable
Development Goals, including
hunger eradication, water con-

buzz across the news-

growing cultural influ-

fearless, people-centric jeev Kumar, Dimple Shar-

room, reflecting the ex-
citement surrounding the
interaction.

Prior to the formal re-
cording, Pawan Arora
and Taapsee Pannu en-
gaged in an insightful and
free-flowing “chai par
charcha”, where the two
discussed a wide range of
subjects including con-
temporary cinema, evolv-
ing audience sensibilities,
the role of regional and
Hindi journalism and the

ence of responsible media.
The informal conversa-
tion over a cup of tea set a
warm and engaging tone
for the episode, highlight-
ing the ease and depth of
their interaction.

During her visit, Taap-
see Pannu also appreciat-
ed the credibility and im-
pactful journalism of First
India Newspaper and
Sach Bedhadak Hindi
Newspaper, acknowledg-
ing their commitment to

reporting and meaningful
storytelling. She lauded
the group’s role in con-
necting diverse voices
across the country
through print, television
and digital platforms.
The occasion was
marked by the presence of
several senior members of
the First India News team,
including Editor Jinendra
Singh Shekhawat, Vikas
Sharma, Bharat Dixit,
Shantnu Varshneya, San-

ma, Shivangi Singh Rao,
Hemant Katara, Kailash
Choudhary, Dharmen-
dra, among others. The
episode promises a candid
and thought-provoking
exchange, offering view-
ers a closer look at Taap-
see Pannu’s perspectives
beyond the silver screen,
while reinforcing First In-
dia News’ commitment to
meaningful conversations
that bridge entertain-
ment, culture and society.

servation, and environmental
preservation, reinforcing the
age-old philosophy of “Vasud-
haiva  Kutumbakam”—the
world is one family.

Principal Jyoti Joshi present-
ed the Annual Report, high-
lighting the school’s academic
excellence, co-curricular
achievements, and significant
milestones. The event emerged
as a celebration of creativity,
global awareness, and social
responsibility, reaffirming the
institution’s commitment to
nurturing culturally sensitive
and globally conscious citizens.
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JAIPURTO HOST FASTING MOVEMENT

A unique spiritual initiative, #Harmas_
EkFasting, is set to reach Jaipur on
February 7, with a mass fasting program
and poet conference at Central Lodge
Entertainment, Paradise, Jawanhar Circle.
Guv Haribhau Bagade and CM Bhajan Lal
Sharma will grace the event as the chief
guest. Inspired by Sadhana Mahoddhi
Antarmana Shri 108 Acharya Prasanna
Sagarji Maharaj and Yoga Rishi Swami
Ramdev Maharaj, the event will see 2,000
participants fast collectively, while millions
worldwide follow the pledge. Scheduled from 2 PM-5:30 PM, the campaign emphasises purification
of body, mind and soul, inviting the public to join this transformative fasting revolution.

Guv Haribhau Bagade and (M thja_n Lal Sharma §

MEET & GREET!

Union Minister of Culture and Tourism Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat was warmly greeted by

First India News anchors Ayushi Maharshi

and Himadri Sharma during a courtesy visit

in Jodhpur on Wednesday, held as part of the
channel's special programme ‘Budget Aapke
Dwar'. During the interaction, discussions
focused on key issues related to the Union

and Rajasthan budgets, including tourism
development, infrastructure expansion in
Jodhpur and the Marwar region, employment generation, and central government schemes. The
Union Minister shared his budget priorities and highlighted the media’'s crucial role in regional
development. The First India News team stated that the initiative aims to amplify public voices
and strengthen dialogue on budget-related matters across the state.

City First
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aipur will witness
the grandeur of flo-
riculture as the 51st
All Rajasthan Rose
Show unfolds on February 7
and 8 at City Park, Mansarovar,
coinciding with International
Rose Day. Organised by the

Rose Society of Rajasthan with
support from Housing Board,
JDA, Rajasthan Mines and Min-
erals Limited, Jaipur Municipal
Corporation, RCDF (Saras),
and the Department of Tourism,
the event will be presided over
by Pawan Arora, President of
the Rose Society of Rajasthan
and CEO and Managing Editor
of First India News, with Chief

EXPERTS SHARE INSIGHTS ON PARENTING_

The book “Parenting Secrets for Raising
Rockstars" was successfully launched on
Wednesday at MGD Girls' School, Jaipur,
in an event organised by 2-Pages Book
Club. The programme was attended

by parents, educators, students, and
book lovers from across the city.
Distinguished speakers, including
senior paediatrician Dr Deepak
shivpuri, Dr S Sitaraman and Archana

S Mankotia, Director of MGD Girls'
school, emphasized the importance of
listening, patience, and maintaining
mental calm in effective parenting. A
panel discussion featuring co-author
Dr Mayank Gupta and psychologist
Ridhima Chaudhary, moderated by
2-Pages Book Club members Pranita
and Ankit Daga, explored practical
parenting solutions. Founding members Dr Ram Gulati, Pragya Ramjewal, and Mohit Batra also shared
insights on nurturing children through empathy and communication. The event concluded with an
interactive session between authors and attendees, making the launch a meaningful dialogue on
contemporary parenting, emotional connection, and mental well-being. =) SANTOSH SHARMA

Pranita, Priyal Khurana, RldhlmaaChaudhary,
Dr Mayank Gupta and Ankit nkit Daga launching the book
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PRESS CLUB FELICITATION CEREMONY

Chomu witnessed a grand
felicitation ceremony

for the newly appointed
office bearers of the Press
Club at Rao Hotel, Hadota,
on Wednesday. Press Club
President Dr KL Kumawat,
Vice President Vikas
Sharma and Treasurer
Sandeep Modi were
honoured with turbans, garlands and sweets in the presence of social workers, businessmen and
dignitaries. Speakers highlighted the role of the press as the fourth pillar of democracy. Dr Kumawat

expressed gratitude and assured committed, ethical journalism and the welfare of journalists.

Secretary V Srinivas as the
chief guest.

The exhibition will feature
nearly 300 varieties of roses
from domestic, government,
semi-government, and private
gardens, with around
200 prizes, includ-
ing 43 trophies, up
for grabs. High-
lights include
on-the-spot
painting, essay,
and quiz compe-
titions for school

students, cultural
programs, children’s
rides, a nitrogen
show, and astrono-
my viewing
through tele-

scopes. On February 8,
500 rose saplings
will be distributed
free. Schools and
students are requested

to send entries to Shantnu Var-
shneya at 7339784488 by Feb-
ruary 5.

Dignitaries, including Arun
Kumar, Retd. IAS; IC Srivas-
tava, Retd. IAS; former Chief
Secretary and former So-
ciety President Ashok
Jain; DB Gupta,
Retd. TAS; Ram

Mohan, Retd.
IAS; Principal
Secretary UDH
Debasish Prusty,
IAS;  Siddharth
Mahajan, JDA Comm;
Pragya Kewalramani,
\ Div Comm, Udaipur; Dr
% Rashmi Sharma, RHB
Comm.; Shruti Bhard-
waj, RCDF MD; Rukm-
ani Riar, Tourism Dept
Comm., and Gaurav
Saini, JMC
Comm. will
grace the event.
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