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GREEN WARRIORS OF NEW INDIA’

YADAV AND PAATIL CREDIT PM MODI FOR ERA OF
GOOD GOVERNANCE, TRUST AND TRANSPARENCY

NE

0ver 12 crore toilets have been constructed
across the country, bringing a transformative
change in the lives of nearly 60 crore people.

“

Hum toilet toh bana denge, lekin agar hum paani nahin
denge, toh Viksit Bharat sambhav hi nahin hai.
BHUPENDER YADAV, UNION MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of V|kS|t

68

Bharat @ 2047 is empowering every section of
society, even a woman in a village today has
the potential to become a “Lakhpati Didi" through the
government's empowerment initiatives.

CR PAATIL, UNION MINISTER OF JAL SHAKTI

First India Bureau
New Delhi

Bharat24 successfully or-
ganised “Viksit Bharat
Leadership Summit -
Green Warriors of New
India” at Hotel Taj
Mansingh, New Delhi,
on Wednesday. The sum-
mit emerged as an impor-
tant platform for mean-
ingful dialogue on sus-
tainability, environmen-
tal stewardship, water
security, green innova-
tion and inclusive devel-
opment as India advanc-
es towards the vision of
“Viksit Bharat 2047”
envisioned by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The event was attend-
ed by Union Minister of
Jal Shakti, CR Paatil and
Union Minister for Envi-
ronment, Forest & Cli-
mate Change Bhupender
Yadav as Chief Guests,
with Dr Jagdeesh Chan-
dra, CEO and Editor-in-
Chief of Bharat24, wel-
coming the dignitaries.
Union Minister CR Paatil
underlined the impor-
tance of water security in
achieving the dream of a
developed India. He stat-

Un|0n Ministers Bhupender Yadav & CR Paatil, CEO and Editor-in-Chief of Bharat24 DrJagdeesh Chandra, Advisor to UP (M Awanish K Awasthi and (BO & Strategic Advisor of
Bharat24 Manoj Jagyasi display the Editorial Compilation Part Il from the English daily First India (Edits No. 101-171) and Part | from the Hindi daily Sach Bedhadak (Edits
No. 1-71), titled “Modi Hai To Mumkin Hai - Untold Stories of PM Narendra Modi: The People's Choice, The People’s PM," during the “Viksit Bharat Leadership Summit - Green

Wwarriors of New India" at Hotel Taj Mansingh, New Delhi, on Wednesday. The collection and initiative was greatly appreciated.

ed that access to water is
fundamental to dignity,
health and national de-
velopment. Union Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav
highlighted the strong
and unwavering trust that
people of India have
placed in PM Modi’s
leadership. He observed
that earlier, development
funds often disappeared
before reaching the in-
tended beneficiaries, but
today governance has be-
come transparent and ac-
countable.  MORE ON P8

Dr CHANDRA LAUDS
YADAV AS ‘FITNESS
BRAND AMBASSADOR’

Adding a lighter

moment to the

event, Dr Jagdeesh
Chandra said Bhupender
Yadav has contributed not
only to the environment
and forest sector but also
to fitness awareness. He
described him as a “brand
ambassador” of fitness for
losing 22 kg in one year
under PM Modi’s Fit India
initiative, while noting JP
Nadda’s 18 kg weight loss.

(=) SANTOSH SHARMA

Dr Chandra hails Paatil’s execution, calls Yadav a silent performer

Welcoming Union Ministers CR Paatil and Bhu-

pender Yadav, Dr Jagdeesh Chandra lauded their

significant contributions to governance and nation-
building. Describing Paatil as “a man of delivery and a
silent performer,” he highlighted his exceptional leadership,
strong connect with grassroots workers, and pivotal role in
implementing transformative initiatives such as ‘Har Ghar
Jal, Har Ghar Nal’. Dr Chandra also commended his efforts
in fostering inter-state cooperation on water-sharing issues.
Speaking about Bhupender Yadav, he said the minister has

balanced organisational responsibilities and governance
with remarkable effectiveness. He praised Yadav as a
“silent performer” for his leadership in securing electoral
successes, maintaining harmony between development
and environmental conservation, and driving transformative
projects that have contributed to the growth of Rajasthan.

Modi to inaugurate Pachpadra Refinery,
launch Jaipur Metro Phase-11 on July 4

(M Bhajan Lal Sharma chairs meeting to review preparations for the Prime Minister's visit

First India Bureau
Jaipur

PM Narendra Modi will
visit Pachpadra in Balotra
on July 4, where he will
inaugurate the Pachpadra
Refinery, lay the founda-
tion stone for Jaipur Met-
ro Phase-II, and dedicate
and launch various devel-
opment projects across
Rajasthan.
During visit, ap-

pointment letters
will also be dis-

tributed to lu -

youths selected | T
© A7 tions related to the

for various
gov-

ernment jobs. CM Bhajan
Lal Sharma on Wednes-
day chaired a meeting at
the CMR to review prep-
arations for the PM’s pro-
posed visit and issued
directions regarding the
arrangements for what he
described as a historic
event.

The CM said Pachpa-
dra Refinery is an impor-
tant project for industrial

development, invest-
ment promotion and
employment gener-
> ation in the state.
He said all prepara-

J

inauguration pro-
gramme be
completed
on time.

' He in-
struct-

India-US conclude key
trade talks, eye first

phase deal by July 24
New Delhi: India and the
US on Wednesday con-
cluded two-day ministeri-
al-level talks on the pro-
posed first phase of the bi-
lateral trade agreement
(BTA), a framework for
which was announced in
February this year. The
talks were held between
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and
US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer in Delhi. P6

US Senate votes to halt
US and Iran war; Trump
calls move ‘unpatriotic’
Washington: In a signifi-
cant rebuke, the US Senate
on Wednesday passed a
resolution seeking to halt
further US military action
against Iran unless explic-
itly authorised by Con-
gress. Following that vote,
US President Trump criti-
cised lawmakers on Truth
Social, describing them as
“GRANDSTANDERS”
and calling their actions
“unpatriotic”. P7

Air India flight briefly enters Pakistani airspace
during go-around at Amritsar, probe underway

New Delhi: An Air India flight with number Flight
AT479, from Delhi to Amritsar briefly entered Pakistani
airspace while carrying out a go-around during its land-
ing approach at Amritsar airport on June 22, the airline
confirmed on Wednesday. The incident has been reported
to the DGCA, and Air India has launched an internal in-
vestigation. The plane crossed int’l border near Attari and
remained inside Pakistani airspace for less than 2 minutes.

CM Bhajan Lal Sharma showcases a model of Pachpadra Refinery & Petrochemical Project, during
a meeting in Jaipur on Wednesday. CS V Srinivas, ACS Aparna Arora and HPCL officials are also seen.

ed officials to strengthen
safety standards within
the refinery complex and
ensure an effective moni-
toring mechanism. All ar-
rangements during pro-
gramme should remain
fully streamlined and no

shortcomings should be
allowed, he said. The CM
said that Modi has always
shown respect for labour
and workers, and directed
that workers employed at
the refinery should also
be involved in the event.

According to sources,
there will be no massive
public rally and a maxi-
mum of 5,000 people will
attend PM’s program, and
arrangements are being
made to accommodate
exactly that number. P8

Iran invites PM Modi to Khamenel s funeral

Funeral ceremonies of
Ayatollah Khamenei to
be held from July 5-9

PTI

New Delhi/Tehran
ranian President
Masoud Pez-

0 eshkian is learnt
to have invited PM Naren-
dra Modi to the burial cer-
emonies for late Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, sources said
on Wednesday.

The funeral ceremo-
nies will be held from

July 5 to 9. There is no
confirmation from New

|

PM Narendra Modi

Delhi on the invitation to
PM Modi. Khamenei,
who ruled Iran for three
decades, was killed on
February 28, the first day
of massive US and Israe-

Iranian Prez Masoud Pezeshkian

li air strikes on Tehran.
The Indian Prime Min-
ister has been invited by
President Pezeshkian to
the burial ceremonies,
the diplomatic sources

Adani to invest

over32trmin5

years, target 45
GW capacity

First India Bureau
Mumbai

Laying down big plans in
the power sector, Adani
Group Chairman Gautam
Adani said Adani Power
is implementing a capital
expenditure programme
of over X2 trillion with
target of reaching 45 gi-
gawatts (GW) of capaci-
ty over next 5 years.
While addressing share-
holders during the annual
general meeting, Gautam
Adani said Adani Energy
Solutions’ transmission
order book has increased
to 72,000 crore. P5

Late Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

said. The funeral is slated
to be held in Tehran and
Qom on July 5, 6, and 7.
The final ceremony will
take place in the city of
Mashhad on July 9.

Kolkata: 5 die, 20 rescued
after warehouse collapses

Search and rescue operatlon underway at the site where an
under-construction godown shed collapsed in Taratala, in
Kolkata, West Bengal, on Wednesday.

PTI
Kolkata

Five workers perished and
around 20 others were res-
cued and hospitalised after
a three-storey under-con-
struction warehouse col-
lapsed in Kolkata’s Tarata-
la area on Wednesday.
CM Suvendu Adhikari
halts all construction pro-

MODI HAILS MINISTERS
FOR SMOOTH CONDUCT
OF NEET RE-TEST 2026

PM Modi praised

ministers during

Cabinet meeting for
collective efforts in ensuring
that NEET re-exam 2026
was conducted smoothly
without any issues. He said
entire process reflected a
“whole-of-govt” approach,
where different departments
worked together towards a
common goal. He said this
model should be adopted
on every occasion, adding,
when everyone works
together, any challenge can
be faced and overcome.

3 PTI

jects approved under the
erstwhile TMC regime
within the city’s civic
body area till July 31. Of-
ficials said the collapsed
warehouse is a private
leasehold property under
the Syama Prasad Mook-
erjee Port. Three people,
a construction site super-
visor and two labour sup-
pliers, were arrested.

MEA: Passport
is not a proof
of citizenship

First India Bureau
New Delhi

Amid growing public
confusion over the use of
passports as proof of citi-
zenship and eligibility
for government benefits,
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has clari-
fied that an Indian pass-
port is strictly a travel
document and should not
be treated as conclusive
proof of citizenship. The
clarifications came as
questions have earlier
been raised about other
documents as proof of
citizenship, including
Aadhaar, Voter IDs. P6
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Transport Dept announces new end-of=life vehicle policy, sets 180~-day fitness deadline

Unfit vehicles to face auto deregulation

First India Bureau
Jaipur

The Rajasthan Transport
Department has an-
nounced a significant
policy change regarding
End of Life Vehicles
(ELVs), under which cer-
tain vehicles will now be
automatically classified
as ELVs if they fail to
meet fitness require-
ments within a specified
period.

According to the new
provisions, any vehicle
whose fitness certificate
expires and is not re-
newed within 180 days
will automatically be de-
clared an End of Life Ve-
hicle on the department’s
online portal. The move
is aimed at improving
road safety and phasing

out unfit vehicles from

active use.

The dept has also clari-
fied that vehicles declared
unfit during a fitness in-
spection will similarly be
categorized as ELVs if
they do not obtain a valid
fitness certificate within
180 days of the inspec-
tion. Officials said the

decision is intended to
ensure compliance with
vehicle fitness norms and
reduce the number of un-
safe vehicles operating on
roads. Once classified as
an ELV, a vehicle may
face restrictions under ap-
plicable regulations gov-
erning registration, opera-
tion and disposal.

Swift police action ends traffic
mess in Jpr's Ramnagariya area

First India Bureau
Jaipur

Jaipur Police carried out
a swift enforcement drive
in the Ramnagariya area
on Tuesday night, clear-
ing congestion, removing
encroachments and act-
ing against violators after
repeated complaints. Ac-
cording to officials hun-
dreds of vehicles were
found parked haphazard-
ly on both sides of the
road while handcarts and
roadside stalls were con-
tributing to daily traffic
disruption and inconven-
ience. After complaints
were received at Police
Headquarters Special Po-
lice Commissioner Om
Prakash visited the local-
ity and reviewed the situ-
ation. He then deployed a
special team and directed
personnel to restore order
and ensure smooth move-
ment of traffic. Some in-
dividuals opposed the
action and their vehicles
were seized while two
youths were arrested.

SOG ARRESTS MIDDLEMAN IN FAKE DEGREE CASE

The Rajasthan SOG has arrested an

alleged middleman in the Physical

Education Teacher Recruitment Ex-
amination-2022 case. Investigators alleged
that Pankaj Jain arranged a forged mark-
sheet from a Uttar Pradesh university for a

2
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.

candidate who later secured a government teachmg job.
The SOG said the alleged deal was struck for Rs 1.30 lakh
and further investigation is underway.

MULTI-CR PLOT FRAUD
CASE UNDER SCANNER

A plot fraud case

has surfaced in Sri

Ganganagar, with
police registering an FIR
and investigating an alleged
illegal transaction network.
Authorities are probing
claims that agricultural land
was sold without required
approvals and buyers were
issued slips for amounts
lower than payments made.

MINOR RESCUED IN
HOTEL RAID, 3 HELD

Police rescued a

minor girl during an

operation at a hotel
in Sri Ganganagar after of-
ficers posed as customers.
Three persons, including
the alleged accused and
the hotel owner, were
arrested. Another suspect
was also detained. The
victim was taken into
police protection.

POLICE RAID HOOKAH BAR OPERATING AS CLUB

Jaipur Police raided an alleged hookah bar operating

under the guise of a club in the Airport area and ar-

rested the manager along with three employees. The
Special Team recovered hookahs and flavoured smoking
products from Oslo Club, while visitors were challaned. Spe-
cial Police Commissioner Om Prakash warned that licences
of clubs and restaurants found operating hookahs could face
cancellation following recommendations to civic authorities.

Township policy clarified,

Abhishek Shrivastava
Jaipur

Rajasthan has clarified
its township policy, mak-
ing it mandatory for de-
velopers to reserve land
for EWS and LIG hous-

ing, including in indus—
trial schemes where resi-
dential development is
not originally proposed.
Developers must earmark
plots equivalent to 5 per
cent of the saleable area,
subject to prescribed lim-

However, the depart-
ment has provided limited
flexibility in exceptional
cases. Registration au-
thorities may extend the
180-day deadline if they
are satisfied that special
circumstances justify ad-
ditional time for the vehi-
cle owner to obtain fitness
clearance.

SHRC takes suo motu

IRREGULARITIES FOUND AT HAZARDOUS GOODS
DRIVER TRAINING CENTRES; THREE SUSPENDED

A Transport Department probe ordered after direc-

tions from the Chief Minister's Office has uncovered

serious irregularities at driver training centres handling
hazardous goods transport. Three centres in Ajmer and Sikar
were suspended for allegedly issuing certificates without
mandatory training. Investigators found some certificates
were distributed through WhatsApp without attendance or
assessment. Questions have also been raised over alleged
irregularities at a Balotra-based institute, where no action has
yet been taken. The dep is expected to continue inspections
and initiate further action based on ongoing investigations.

TRAFFIC OFFENDERS TO PERFORM COMMUNITY
SERVICE BEFORE DRIVING AGAIN: TRANSPORT DEPT

Rajasthan Transport Commissioner Purushottam

Sharma has introduced a reform requiring motorists

whose licences are disqualified for serious traffic
violations to perform community service before restoration.
Offenders will be required to serve at hospitals and complete
a road safety refresher course. The initiative covers nearly 20
categories of violations and aims to promote responsible driv-
ing behaviour. The Transport Department has also proposed
stricter action against repeat offenders, including possible
cancellation of driving licences for subsequent violations.

Census 2027

‘ﬁw NEWS
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KHAIRTHAL, NAGAUR DISTS
WORKING WITHOUT SPs

wo districts in Rajasthan are currently

functioning without full-time Super-

intendents of Police. The post of SP
in Khairthal-Tijara has remained vacant for a
considerable period, with Bhiwadi SP Brijesh
Jyoti Upadhyay holding additional charge of the
district. Similarly, the SP’s post in Nagaur is also
lying vacant, with Additional Superintendent of
Police Asharam currently overseeing responsi-
bilities in the district.

TRANSFER PLEAS REACH
‘RAM DARBAR’ INJODHPUR

odhpur City
MLA Atul
Bhansali
has set up a unique
“Transfer Temple” at his
constituency office amid
the transfer season.
Government employees
seeking transfers are de-
positing applications in
a box placed before an image of Lord Ram.
Bhansali says he is only a messenger who
can convey requests to the government and

cognisance of burn
incident in Jagatpura

First India Bureau
Jaipur

The Rajasthan State
Human Rights Com-
mission has taken suo
motu cognisance of an
incident in Jaipur’s Jag-
atpura area in which a
young woman sustained
serious burn injuries af-
ter a handcart overturned
and hot water fell on her.
The case pertains to
Reeshu Gupta, a street
vendor, who was severe-
ly injured after being
scalded by hot water dur-
ing the incident. Acting
on media reports, the
Commission initiated
proceedings on its own
and sought a factual re-
port from the Police
Commissioner, the Dis-
trict Collector and other
concerned officials.
Commission Chairman
Justice G.R. Moolchan-
dani directed authorities
to conduct a thorough
investigation into the in-
cident and submit a de-

Female vendor scalded
pefore VIP movement

First India Bureat

Jaipur
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tailed report. He also or-
dered an examination of
CCTV footage related to
the case and directed that
appropriate action be
taken against those found
responsible.

The Commission fur-
ther instructed officials
to ensure proper medi-
cal treatment for the in-
jured woman and to pro-
vide suitable compensa-
tion. Authorities have
been directed to submit
a compliance report dur-
ing the next hearing of
the matter, scheduled
for July 14.

field staff told to
remove HLO
app after survey

First India Bureau
Jaipur

With fieldwork for the
first phase of Census
2027 completed in Ra-
jasthan, authorities have
directed enumerators and
supervisors to uninstall
the HLO application
from their mobile devic-
es after following pre-
scribed  data-security
procedures. The survey
concluded across the
state on June 14. Person-
nel have been instructed
to first log out of the ap-
plication and clear its
memory and cache be-
fore removing it from
their devices.

A formal communica-
tion has been issued to
Sub-District Census Of-
ficers to ensure compli-
ance with the directions.
The move is aimed at
safeguarding census-re-
lated information and
ensuring proper handling
of data collected during
the field exercise.

affordable housing quota made compulsory by govt

its. The government also
clarified that developers
will be responsible for
roads, footpaths, street-
lights and plantation
work falling within pro-
ject areas. However, ma-
jor city infrastructure

FERTILISER BOOKING THROUGH FARMER IDs

Fertiliser dlstrlbutlon goes digital

vinod Singh Chouhan
ajasthan will be-
gin distributing

Jaipur

@ subsidised ferti-
lisers through Farmer
IDs from June 25 under a
pilot project aimed at en-
suring transparency and
curbing black marketing
and hoarding. The initia-
tive will initially be
rolled out in Sirohi and
Rajsamand districts, cov-
ering nearly 2.5 lakh
farmers.

The move follows di-
rections from Chief Min-
ister Bhajan Lal Sharma
to ensure adequate ferti-
liser availability for

farmers and prevent mis-
use of subsidised fertilis-

ers. The system is being
implemented under the
Centre’s AgriStack initi-
ative, which links ferti-
liser distribution to the
Farmer Registry.
According to the Agri-

REPRESENTATIONAL

culture Department, Ra-
jasthan has already gen-
erated Farmer IDs for
86.66 lakh farmers.
Agriculture Commis-
sioner Naresh Kumar
Goyal will formally

such as trunk sewer lines
and stormwater drainage
systems will continue to
be developed by urban lo-
cal bodies. The clarifica-
tion has been issued to
ensure uniform imple-
mentation of the policy

According to the
Agriculture
department, the
Farmer ID has also
been linked with Jan
Aadhaar, enabling
verification of land
records and ensuring
that fertiliser is
distributed according
to the area of
agricultural land
owned or cultivated
by afarmer

launch the pilot project in
Rajsamand. Under the
new system, farmers will
be able to book fertilisers
through a mobile appli-
cation using their Farmer
ID. The booked fertiliser

and promote planned ur-
ban development with af-
fordable housing provi-
sions. The revised norms
are expected to strength-
en inclusive development
across upcoming town-
ship projects.

In state

must be purchased from
an authorised dealer
within 48 hours, failing
which a fresh booking
will be required.
Officials said the sys-
tem will allow real-time
monitoring of dealer
stocks and help prevent
diversion of subsidised
fertilisers for non-agri-
cultural use. A state-level
nodal cell has been con-
stituted to monitor imple-
mentation, address oper-
ational issues and review
fertiliser availability dur-
ing the Kharif 2026 sea-
son. The Agriculture De-
partment plans to gradu-
ally expand the system
across Rajasthan after
assessing the pilot pro-
ject’s performance.

ministers, not guarantee transfers.

TRANSFER SEASON REVIVES
OLD MEMORIES 1! IN THE BJP

s transfer

requests surge,

BJP workers

are recalling late Madan

Lal Saini and former
minister Ramkishore
Meena for their ac-

cessibility. Both leaders were known for readily
recommending transfer cases and helping work-
ers without repeated follow-ups. Their willingness
to assist party workers has become a point of
nostalgia during the current transfer season.

LAND, FOREST HURDLES
STALLING DEVP PROJECTS

and acquisition disputes and delays

in obtaining Forest Department

approvals are slowing several
development projects across Rajasthan. The
government has directed departments to
improve coordination, expedite land acqui-
sition cases and regularly review pending
forest NOCs. Officials have been instructed
to remove bottlenecks and ensure delayed
projects commence at the earliest.

MORE POLICE THAN PARTY
WORKERS IN CONG PROTESTS"

Raj Congress

A

tion is report-

edly facing organisational Mg
difficulties, with protests

and meetings attracting

frontal organisa- :,,«,r; -y

poor attendance. Despite frequent announce-
ments of demonstrations and marches, turnout
often remains minimal. Political observers note
that some events draw more police personnel and
media representatives than party workers, raising
questions about the outfit’s effectiveness.

Industry leaders push for
greater Women s workforce

First India Bureau
Jaipur

Industry leaders and
workforce experts reaf-
firmed their commit-
ment to increasing wom-
en’s participation in for-
mal employment during
a roundtable organised
by IPE Global under the
SheWorks initiative in
Jaipur. The discussion
focused on the role of
women’s economic par-
ticipation in driving
growth, productivity and
inclusive development
as Rajasthan pursues its
vision of becoming a
USD 350 billion econo-
my by 2030. Joint Direc-
tor of Employment Raj-
kumar Meena highlight-
ed government measures

IPE Global organised a roundtable conference under the Sheworks
initiative in Jaipur on Wednesday.

supporting greater work-
force participation by
women. Rekha Menon
of IPE Global said in-
creasing women’s em-
ployment requires col-
lective efforts to address
barriers related to mobil-

ity, workplace safety and
social norms. Partici-
pants emphasised creat-
ing an enabling ecosys-
tem to help more women
access and thrive in
quality formal jobs
across industries.
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Conservation milestone for Rajasthan

From orphaned cub to
wild tiger: RVT-7 free

First India Bureau
Bundi

In a significant milestone
for wildlife conserva-
tion, tiger RVT-7 was
released into the open
forests of Ramgarh Vish-
dhari Tiger Reserve on
the eve of Bundi Foun-
dation Day after spend-
ing more than 18 months
in a rewilding enclosure.

According to forest
officials, the enclosure
gate was opened at
around 6:15 pm on June
23 following the pre-
scribed protocol and ap-
proval process. During
the night, the tiger ven-
tured outside briefly to
explore its surroundings
but returned to the en-
closure after assessing
the unfamiliar environ-

Tiger RVT-7 steps out of the rewilding enclosure to explore its surroundings.

ment. The gate remains
open, allowing the ani-
mal to move freely into
its natural habitat when-
ever it chooses.

Chief Conservator of
Forests Sugna Ram Jat
said the tiger attempted
to leave the enclosure
twice during the night
and spent some time out-

Dr Rituraj Sharma &
Shivendra Singh Parmar

Jaipur

The Rajasthan govern-
ment has capped the
period for keeping any
government employee
“Awaiting Posting Or-
ders” (APO) at a max-
imum of 30 days, issu-
ing fresh guidelines
under Rule 25-A of the
Rajasthan  Service
Rules, 1951.

The Finance De-
partment said APO
status can be used only
in cases of administra-
tive necessity and
public interest, and not
as a substitute for dis-
ciplinary action. De-
partments have been
directed to clearly re-
cord reasons in writ-
ing while placing any
employee under APO.

As per the new
norms, APO may apply

Govt caps APO period
at 30 days, issues new
posting guidelines

Departments must now state in writing the reasons for

placing an employee under APO.

FILE

Ifan employee is
not posted within
30 days, the
concerned
administrative
department will
have to submit
details of the case
every month to
the Chief
Secretary’s Office

in cases such as return
from leave, deputation,
training, or transfer-re-
lated formalities. Any
extension beyond 30
days will require prior
approval of the Finance
Department with prop-
er justification.

The Chief Secretary
will review APO cases
quarterly, and reports
will be uploaded on
the CMIS portal to en-
sure transparency and
accountability.

First India Bureau
Jaipur
pportunities in

@ defence manu-
facturing, in-

centives under the Ra-

jasthan Aerospace and

Defence Policy-2026,

industrial infrastructure,

skill development and

MSME support were

discussed at a workshop

on “Self-Reliance in De-
fence Manufacturing”
held in Jaipur on

Wednesday.

The event was jointly
organised by the Ra-
jasthan government, RII-

side before returning.

Preparations for the
release had been com-
pleted earlier this month.
On June 7, forest officials
fitted RVT-7 with a radio
collar to enable continu-
ous monitoring of its
movements and behav-
iour in the wild.

The tiger, an orphaned

cub of Ranthambore ti-
gress T-114, was rescued
at just two to three months
of age and brought to Ab-
heda Biological Park in
Kota. Raised under spe-
cial care, RVT-7’s release
marks a significant
achievement in Ra-
jasthan’s tiger conserva-
tion efforts.

Ra: [Tl admission
process for
2026-27 to begin
from June 29

First India Bureau
Jaipur

The admission process
for the 2026-27 academic
session in government
and private Industrial
Training Institutes (ITIs)
across Rajasthan will
commence on June 29.
The Skill, Employment
and Entrepreneurship
Department will issue the
detailed admission noti-
fication on the same day.
Eligible candidates can
submit online applications
from June 29 to July 16
through their SSO IDs or
at nearby e-Mitra centres.
The department has set
a target of achieving 95
per cent average admis-
sions across ITTs. Institu-
tions have been directed
to ensure at least 75 per
cent admissions, with
higher-performing insti-
tutes asked to improve
enrolment further.

Govt to launch RPL training
for 5K construction workers

First India Bureau
Jaipur

The Rajasthan Govern-
ment has announced a
series of measures to
strengthen skill develop-
ment and employment
generation across the
state following a depart-
mental review meeting
chaired by the Additional
Chief Secretary, Skill,
Planning and Entrepre-
neurship Department,
Sandeep Verma.

A key decision in-
cludes the formation of
District Skill and Entre-
preneurship Committees
in all districts to improve
coordination, monitoring
and implementation of
skill development pro-
grammes. The commit-
tees will assess local
skill gaps, prepare Dis-
trict Skill Development
Plans and review the per-
formance of major
schemes, including PM-
KVY and DDUGKY.

Assembly Speaker Vasudev Devnani offers
prayers atﬁrst Smdhu Kumbh in Ladakh

First India Bureau
Leh

Rajasthan ~ Assembly
Speaker Vasudev Dev-
nani on Wednesday vis-
ited Sindhu Ghat during
the first Sindhu Kumbh
in Leh-Ladakh and of-
fered prayers for peace,
prosperity, and progress
of the nation and society.

Addressing devotees,
Devnani described the
Sindhu River as an eter-
nal symbol of Indian
civilisation, culture and
national identity. He

Assembly Speaker Vasudev Devnani prays during the first
Sindhu Kumbh in Leh-Ladakh, on Wednesday.

said the confluence of
faith, culture, and na-
tional unity on its banks

Courtesy meet

Former Chief Minister Vasundhara RaJe meets RaJya Sabha MP
and BJP national president Nitin Nabin at BJP headquarters in
New Delhi, on Wednesday.

Workshop focusses on investment, skill devp

RIICO GM Mukul Rastogi, Dy Director General Virendra Kumar Adhana (Department of Defence
Production, Ministry of Defence), RIICO ED Aakash Tomar, and DRDO Scientist Himanshu Deepak
during the workshop on ‘Self-Reliance in Defence Manufacturing’ in Jaipur, on Wednesdav.

CO and Invest India, and
saw participation from
the Ministry of Defence,
Department of Defence

Production, DRDO, in-
dustry bodies, startups,
academic institutions
and officials from vari-

ous departments.
Discussions focussed

on strengthening India’s

indigenous defence eco-

reflects India’s rich spir-
itual heritage.
He noted that the

Sindhu Darshan Yatra,
now in its 30th year, has
entered a new chapter as
the first Sindhu Kumbh,
being held from June 22
to 27. The event fea-
tures religious, cultural,
and national integration
programmes.

The Assembly Speak-
er also extended greet-
ings on Nirjala Eka-
dashi, highlighting its
message of self-disci-
pline, service, sacrifice,
and spiritual upliftment
for society’s moral and
cultural growth.

FOCUS ON GLOBAL-STANDARD TRAINING
THROUGH CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE

The Government is planning to establish Centres
of Excellence (CoEs) for construction workers in
12 districts, including Sikar, Jhunjhunu, Nagaur,

Jaipur, Udaipur, and Bharatpur. Each
centre is expected to cost around Rs 4.60
crore. The proposed facilities will provide
training in modern construction tech-
niques, workplace safety standards and
skills aligned with the requirements of Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries.
Workers will also receive assessment
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ACS Sandeep
verma

and certification support to enhance their
employability in domestic and international markets.

The meeting also ap-
proved plans to conduct
Recognition of Prior
Learning (RPL) training
for 5,000 construction
workers registered with
the Building and Other
Construction Workers
(BOCW) Board. The
programme, proposed at
a cost of Rs 3.26 crore,
aims to formally certify
workers’ existing skills
and improve their em-
ployability and wage

prospects.

Officials were direct-
ed to ensure the first
meetings of district
committees by July 15.
The review also covered
women’s skill develop-
ment initiatives, tribal
youth training pro-
grammes and new op-
portunities in caregiving
and water management
sectors under central
government-supported
training schemes.

293 fake fertiliser bags
seized in Bhilwara dist

First India Bureau
Bhilwara

A major fake fertiliser
racket has been exposed
in Mandal area of
Bhilwara district, where
the State Agriculture De-
partment seized 293 bags
of suspected counterfeit
and substandard fertiliser
during a late-night raid in
Keriya village.

Officials acted on Tues-
day at the Gram Seva Sa-
hakari Samiti’s GSS out-
let, recovering bags of al-
leged Sardar Bio NPK

fertiliser. ~ Preliminary
findings suggest the ferti-
liser, meant to be sold at
Rs 400 per bag, was being
illegally marketed at Rs
1,350 per bag, over three
times the approved price.

The case has widened
after Central Cooperative
Bank MD Alok Kumar
Choudhary earlier sus-
pended the Mandal branch
manager and a banking
assistant. In a fresh devel-
opment, Choudhary him-
self has been placed under
APO (Awaiting Posting
Orders) status.

Dotasra flags 2.43 cr’ seizure, raises
corruption allegatlons against Meena

First India Bureau
Jaipur

Rajasthan Congress pres-
ident Govind Singh Do-
tasra on Wednesday
launched a sharp attack
on the State Government,
demanding a probe into
alleged corruption linked
to raids involving per-
sons associated with Ag-
riculture Minister Kirodi
Lal Meena.

Dotasra alleged that the
recovery of Rs 2.43 crore
raised serious questions
and called for a time-
bound investigation by
agencies like the ACB or
SOG. He also questioned
the role of central agen-

system, promoting inno-
vation through DRDO,
enhancing industry—aca-
demia collaboration and
developing a skilled
workforce for the sector.
Investment opportunities
in drones, defence elec-
tronics, precision engi-
neering and maintenance,
repair and overhaul
(MRO) services were
also highlighted.

RIICO Executive Di-
rector Akash Tomar
said the workshop was
part of a national initia-
tive to boost self-reli-
ance through stakeholder
consultations.
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RPCC Chief GS Dotasra

cies and sought transpar-
ency in the matter.

He raised concerns
over maternal deaths,
alleged fake medicines
in hospitals and admin-
istrative actions in bor-
der areas, claiming lack
of accountability and

compensation for af-
fected families.

The Congress leader
also criticised remarks
on women’s healthcare
and alleged negligence
in treatment facilities.
He warned of a larger
agitation and said Con-
gress leaders would vis-
it Bikaner to meet vic-
tims’ families.

Dotasra further flagged
issues related to the Ra-
jasthan-Haryana water
agreement and demand-
ed clarity on border se-
curity measures and
demolition of religious
structures, urging an all-
party discussion on sen-
sitive matters.

MEENA COUNTERS
GRAFT ALLEGATIONS

Agriculture Minister

Kirodi Lal Meena on

Wednesday hit back
at his critics, accusing them
of misleading youth and
undermining transparency
in recruitment processes.
He said those who allegedly
indulged in corruption and
conspiracies during their
tenure are now attempting
to distract public attention
with false narratives. Meena
alleged that past actions had
compromised the fairness
of government recruitments
and harmed deserving
candidates. He further ques-
tioned allegations against
his family, asserting they
were politically motivated.

Govt expands Commercial Taxes
cadre, 100 new posts sanctioned

First India Bureau
Jaipur

The Bhajan Lal govern-
ment in Rajasthan has
approved an increase of
100 posts in the Com-
mercial Taxes Depart-
ment as part of a cadre
restructuring exercise
to strengthen tax ad-
ministration and reve-
nue collection.

The revised structure
includes 36 officer-level
and 64 subordinate posts,
raising the total sanc-
tioned strength from 777
to 813. One additional
post of Deputy Commis-
sioner has been created,

il
The revised structure increases
the total sanctioned strength
from 777 to 813 posts.

increasing the cadre from
51 to 52 posts. The gov-
ernment has also sanc-
tioned two additional
posts each of Assistant
Commissioner and Com-
mercial Taxes Officer,

along with 31 posts of
Assistant Commercial
Taxes Officer.

At the subordinate
level, 21 posts of Junior
Commercial Taxes Of-
ficer and 43 posts of Tax
Assistant have been ap-
proved. The move aims
to improve administra-
tive efficiency and en-
forcement capabilities
within the department.

Officials said appoint-
ments will be made
against the newly created
posts in a phased manner
to strengthen field-level
tax administration and
streamline revenue op-
erations across the state.
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‘MODI HAI TO MUMKIN HAL...” UNTOLD STORIES OF PM MODI — PART 185

MODI: INSPIRING MILLIONS,
ONE CONNECTIONATATIME

The narrators recall Prime Minister Narendra Modi's warmth, humour and ability to recognise the potential in others.
Their anecdotes offer a glimpse into the personal touch that defines his leadership and inspires those around him
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Modl jiisa leader
who recognises the
potential of others

rime  Minister

Narendra Modi

ji’s extraordinary

leadership lies in
his ability to recognise the po-
tential of others and highlight
it in a way that inspires every-
one around him. What makes
his leadership truly unique is
that he not only guides people
but also encourages them to
innovate, take initiative, and
contribute in meaningful
ways. I had the privilege of
experiencing this firsthand in
2017 while serving as a Mem-
ber of Parliament.

I'had gone to meet him re-
garding an issue from my
constituency. After patiently
listening to the matter and
discussing possible solutions,
he asked me to stay back for
a few moments. With genu-
ine curiosity, he wanted to
know what kind of work I
had been doing beyond rais-
ing constituency issues in
Parliament. During our brief
conversation, I shared details
of an internship programme I
had initiated. The idea was to
bring students from IITs,
[IMs, and other premier insti-
tutions to work closely on
developmental challenges
and contribute fresh perspec-
tives and innovative ideas.
For me, it was simply a short
conversation of about five
minutes.

However, what happened
afterwards left a deep impact

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Union minister

on me. At the very next
meeting with Members of
Parliament, Prime Minister
Modi ji mentioned the initia-
tive himself. He spoke about
it at the beginning of his ad-
dress and once again during
his concluding remarks. He
appreciated the value of such
efforts and encouraged other
MPs to think creatively and
adopt innovative approaches
in their own constituencies.

That moment revealed an
important aspect of his lead-
ership. He pays attention to
even the smallest construc-
tive efforts, acknowledges
them generously, and uses
them to inspire others. His
leadership creates an environ-
ment where every contribu-
tion matters, every good idea
receives encouragement, and
every sincere effort finds pur-
pose and meaning.
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“The birthday memory
[ will alway cherish’

still remember
my birthday on
September 29,
2013. It was a
day I had planned quietly,
just as I usually do. Over
the years, I had developed
a simple tradition of calling
a few people whom I deep-
ly respected and seeking
their blessings on my birth-
day. Narendra Modi ji was
always among the first peo-
ple on that list.

By then, he had already
emerged as a national lead-
er and was one of the most
prominent figures in public
life. Yet, despite his busy
schedule and growing re-
sponsibilities, T felt a per-
sonal connection that en-
couraged me to call him. In
fact, I often thought
that once he became
Prime Minister, I
would probably stop
calling him on such
occasions because of
the demands on his
time. But in 2013, I
picked up the phone as
I always had.

When he answered, I
said, “I know you do
not like celebrating
your birthdays, but I do,
and I am calling to seek
your blessings.” What
followed was some-
thing I never expected.
With his characteristic
smile and sense of hu-
mour, he responded,

MODI HAI TO MUMKIN HAL..' UNTOLD STORIES OF PM MODI — PA

Sunil Deodhar,
Former BJP national secretary

“What was the hurry for you
to be born on 29th Septem-
ber? Couldn’t you wait for
two more days so the whole
world could celebrate it?”

I burst into laughter. He

MORE THAN A PM: MODI

PM MODI'S
y CARING NATURE
Sl'i[\DS ouT
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MODI IS A LE: SSON
IN DISCIPLINE ANDY

then explained that if I had
been born on October 2, my
birthday would have coin-
cided with those of Mahat-
ma Gandhi and Lal Baha-
dur Shastri ji, and the entire
nation would have been
celebrating along with me.
It was such a simple re-
mark, yet it instantly trans-
formed an ordinary birth-
day greeting into a memo-
rable conversation.

What touched me most
was not just the humour,
but the warmth behind it.
Narendra Modi ji has never
been someone who pub-
licly celebrates his own
birthday, yet he took a mo-
ment to make mine special.
That brief exchange re-
flected his remarkable abil-
ity to connect with peo-
ple personally, make
them feel valued, and
create lasting memo-
ries through the sim-
plest of words.

Moments like these
explain why Narendra
Modi ji leaves such a
deep impression on
people. Not through

grand gestures alone,
but  through his
warmth, thoughtful-
ness, and unique abil-
ity to bring joy to eve-
ryday moments. Even
today, that birthday

You read PART 184 on

JUNE 18, 2026

conversation remains
one of my most cher-
ished memories.

| Prime Minister Narendra Modi
PR

Whoever Modl Ji
meets, he makes
him feel Valued

uring a visit to
Indore, my
home city, Prime
Minister Naren-
dra Modi ji took time out of
his demanding schedule to
meet my family. Naturally,
we were nervous. After all,
we were about to meet the
Prime Minister of India, a
leader admired not only
across the country but
around the world. We won-
dered what the interaction
would be like and how we
should conduct ourselves.
Yet, the moment we
stepped into the room, all
our nervousness disap-
peared. What struck us im-
mediately was the warmth
with which he greeted us. It
did not feel like meeting a
distant national leader. In-
stead, it felt as though we
were meeting someone we
had known for years. That
is one of the most remark-
able qualities of Modi ji.
Whoever he meets, he has a
unique ability to make them
feel comfortable, valued,
and genuinely important.
In his characteristic style,
he lightened the atmosphere
with humour. Looking at
me, he joked, “Your legs
never stay at home,” refer-
ring to my constant travels
and busy schedule. Every-
one laughed, and in that in-
stant, the formal distance
between the Prime Minister

Pradeep Bhandari,
BJP national spokesperson

and us simply vanished.

During our conversation,
he spoke about the impor-
tance of public service, re-
sponsibility, and the need to
inspire others through ac-
tion and commitment. What
impressed me most was his
extraordinary energy. De-
spite the immense responsi-
bilities he carries, his enthu-
siasm and positivity were
infectious.

When we left, that energy
stayed with us. It is difficult
to describe in words, yet im-
possible to forget. My family
and I consider ourselves truly
fortunate to have met him
and received not only his
blessings but also a source of
inspiration that continues to
motivate me even today.

COMPILED AND EDITED BY
SHASHIKANT SHARMA

® Vol 8 @ [ssue No. 19 ® RNI NO. RAJENG/2019/77764. Printed and published by Anita Hada Sangwan on behalf of First Express Publishers. Printed at Bhaskar Printing Press, D.B. Corp Limited, Shivdaspura, Tonk Road, Jaipur. Published at 304, 3rd Floor,
City Mall, Bhagwan Das Road, C-Scheme, Jaipur-302001, Rajasthan. Phone 0141-4920504. ® Editor-In-Chief: Dr Jagdeesh Chandra ® Managing Editor: Pawan Arora ® Editor: Anita Hada Sangwan responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act




Jaipur, Thursday | June 25, 2026

INDIA

Promoted By R‘\vl‘ B \%UITHS

STUDIO APARTMENTS

Okay PLUS

Work From Home Spaces

@ www.firstindia.co.in O firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur € thefirstindia @ thefirstindia @ thefirstindia

OFIRST INDIA (05

PM Modi expresses concerm over misuse of digital platforms

The reviews were done by the prime minister at 52nd meeting of PRAGATI held at Seva Teerth, Wednesday

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired the 52nd meeting
of PRAGATI, the ICT-enabled, multi-modal platform aimed at
fostering Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation,

by seamlessly integrating efforts of the Central and State

Governments, at Seva Teerth in New Delhi on Wednesday.

We corrected
lapses: Minister
Pradhan over
NEET Re-exam

Agencies
New Delhi

Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
on Wednesday admitted
lapses in the NEET exam
2026, which was can-
celled following allega-
tions of paper leak. How-
ever, he said that the
central government acted
promptly, corrected the
lapses and conducted the
NEET re-exam success-
fully. Following the
exam cancellation, Prad-
han said PM Modi made
it clear that the future of
the students should not
be compromised.

“We accept there were
lapses on our side and we
corrected them,” Pradhan
said. “My message to
NEET aspirants and
their families is ‘be pos-
itive and believe in the
country’s system’. PM
Modi is doing a lot. We
have brought the system
on track. I accept we
made mistakes in the
past,” he added.

The minister said all
states contributed a lot to
conducting the NEET
exam successfully and
government will take
strict action against “pa-
per mafia”, adding that a
fast-track court will be
set up to expedite the
trial process for cases.

“This government is
very sensitive towards
the youth. We will do
everything to secure their
future,” he said.

TO MAKE INDIA A LEADING GLOBAL POWER

PTI
New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday ex-
pressed concern over the
rising misuse of digital
platforms to defraud
people and stressed that
such matters require co-
ordinated, sensitive and
time-bound handling by
all concerned agencies.
Modi made the re-
marks while reviewing
grievances related to cy-
ber crime and digital ar-
rest frauds. He also re-

viewed four critical infra-
structure projects across
the road, power, indus-
trial corridor and metro
rail sectors, covering four
states and costing around
Rs 30,000 crore, an offi-
cial statement said.

The reviews were
done by the prime minis-
ter at the 52nd meeting
of PRAGATI, the ICT-
enabled, multi-modal
platform aimed at foster-
ing Pro-Active Govern-
ance and Timely Imple-
mentation by seamlessly
integrating efforts of the

central and state govern-
ments.

Reviewing the cases
related to cyber crime
and digital arrest, Modi
noted that citizens should
not be made to run from
one department or agen-
cy to another and empha-
sised the need for clear
ownership, faster re-
sponse, better coordina-
tion among law enforce-
ment agencies, banks and
digital platforms, and
stronger public aware-
ness campaigns. He ob-
served that in cases in-

‘For our youth, PM Modiiis
anideal & guardian figure’

The ruling party rejects Jairam Ramesh's remarks on reservation,
Nehru; hails PM Modi's Ieadershlp and dEfEI'IdS Iarger mandate

PTI
New Delhi

Rejecting Congress lead-
er Jairam Ramesh’s alle-
gation that the BJP wants
to end reservation by se-
curing a two-thirds ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha,
the ruling party said there
is nothing wrong in seek-
ing a bigger mandate to
carry out reforms.

The ruling party also
took exception to his de-
scription of Jawaharlal
Nehru as India’s best
prime minister. In an in-
terview, Congress general
secretary Ramesh claimed
that the ruling party first
wants to push delimita-
tion in the garb of wom-
en’s reservation, with the
ultimate objective of end-
ing reservation.

Responding in one-
word answers, Ramesh
said Jawaharlal Nehru is
the best prime minister
India has had, while Sard-

congress MP Jairam Ramesh

ar Vallabhbhai Patel is the
best prime minister the
country could not have.
Reacting to the re-
marks, BJP national
spokesperson Syed
Shahnawaz Hussain al-
leged that while the coun-
try is progressing and
developing under PM
Modi’s leadership, the
Congress has little to of-
fer beyond criticism.
“Congress has nothing to

PTI

offer except criticism.
While the country is pro-
gressing and developing
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship, its leaders continue
to make baseless allega-
tions,” he said.

“For the youth of this
country, Narendra Modi
is an ideal and a guardian
figure. He works for their
welfare and future,” BJP
spokesperson said.

BJP WANTS 2/3RD
MAJORITY IN LOK
SABHA: CONGRESS

Congress leader

Jairam Ramesh on

Wednesday alleged
that the BJP’s push for a
two-thirds majority in the
Lok Sabha is aimed at
amending the Constitution,
with its “real and ultimate
target” being the removal of
reservation for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and OBCs. He also said for-
mer Congress leaders who
joined the BJP after benefit-
ing from the party should not
be welcomed back, while
asserting that established
political parties—not protest
movements alone—must
carry forward issues affect-
ing the country’s youth. The
Congress general secretary
claimed that the BJP’s im-
mediate objective is to pass
delimitation-related legisla-
tion, while its larger goal is
to secure enough numbers
in Parliament to alter consti-
tutional provisions.

volving cyber fraud,
timely action is crucial to
prevent financial loss and
restore public confi-
dence. The prime minis-
ter asked all stakeholders
to work in close coordi-
nation to strengthen pre-
vention, reporting, inves-
tigation and grievance
redressal mechanisms.
Modi emphasised that
states should work to-
wards enabling e-Zero
FIR mechanisms for fast-
er registration and re-
sponse in cyber fraud
cases. As per statement,

Kerala Cabinet
names Sinha
as next chief
secretary

PTI
Thiruvananthapuram

The Kerala government
on Wednesday approved
a series of administrative
appointments and relief
measures, appointing a
new chief secretary and
sanctioning financial as-
sistance for families af-
fected by recent tragedies.

The state Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minis-
ter V D Satheesan, de-
cided to appoint Bishwa-
nath Sinha, a 1992-batch
IAS officer, as Kerala’s
next Chief Secretary, ac-
cording to a CMO release
issued here.

Sinha will take over
after incumbent Chief
Secretary A Jayathilak
retires on June 30.

He has been serving as
additional chief secretary
in the Home Department
since June 28, 2023.

Union Home Minister to unveil new plan on drug control strategy

Shah to chair Narco-Coordination

PTI
New Delhi

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will chair the
10th apex-level meeting
of Narco-Coordination
Centre on Friday, with a
focus on tackling the
challenges posed by syn-
thetic drugs, darknet-ena-
bled trafficking, expand-
ing the reach of rehabilita-
tion centres for drug users
over the next 3 years.

The plan signals a
sharper national
push against
synthetic drugs,
darknet trafficking &
gaps in rehabilitation

The meeting will bring
together key stakeholders
from 44 central ministries
and departments, along
with 108 representatives
from state governments
& drug law enforcement

Centre meet on Friday

agencies in hybrid mode,
where further strengthen-
ing the government’s ef-
forts to achieve a drug-
free India will be dis-
cussed. Shah will also
release a vision document
on narcotics control
(2026-2029) prepared
through  wide-ranging
consultations with Cen-
tral government depart-
ments, drug law enforce-
ment agencies and other
stakeholders.

The document will
provide a shared road-
map for addressing the
“demand-reduction, sup-
ply-reduction and harm-
reduction” aspects of the
drug menace. *This vi-
sion document will serve
as a guiding framework
for policy formulation,
implementation and in-
stitutional strengthening
across the country to curb
the menace of drugs,” a
statement said.

Infrastructure, intelligence key pillars: Gautam Adani

Agencies
New Delhi

he Adani Group
o Chairman Gau-
tam Adani on
Wednesday said that in-
frastructure and intelli-
gence can no longer be
viewed as separate pri-
orities, as they have be-
come complementary
forces that will strength-
en India’s economic ca-
pabilities, enhance stra-
tegic self-reliance and
support its ambition of
becoming a leading
global power.
The billionaire indus-

Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani

trialist described infra-
structure as the physical
backbone of growth, en-
compassing assets such
as roads, ports, airports,
power plants, transmis-

FILE

sion networks, renewa-
ble energy parks, gas
pipelines, logistics hubs,
water systems and in-
dustrial ecosystems. The
second pillar, intelli-

INVESTED OVER 1.5 L CR IN FY26, ACCOUNTING
FOR 30% OF INDIA'S PRIVATE CAPEX: ADANI

Adani Group invested more than 1.5 lakh crore

in infrastructure during FY25-26, accounting for

over 30% of India’s total new private-sector capital
expenditure, Adani said, outlining an aggressive growth
strategy centred on infrastructure expansion and technology
integration. Adani said FY26 emerged as a defining year for
the conglomerate despite heightened scrutiny and global
economic uncertainty. “In FY25-26, we made a record
capital investment of more than 1.5 lakh crore in hard
infrastructure. This was more than a financial number, it was
a statement of belief in India’s future,” Adani Group said.

gence, refers to the
growing role of technol-
ogies such as artificial
intelligence, automation,
digital platforms, real-
time analytics, and pre-

dictive systems.
Gautam Adani said
these tools are increas-
ingly being used to im-
prove efficiency, respon-
siveness and decision-

making across infrastruc-
ture assets and networks.

Gautam Adani began
his address with a recap
of the year gone by. “It
was a year in which the
world grew more frac-
tured. Complex energy
security models returned
to the centre of national
strategy, and technology
became inseparable from
sovereignty. However,
even in the face of these
challenges, your Adani
Group remained an-
chored to an unwavering
belief — India’s future
cannot wait,” said the
Adani Group Chairman.

the infrastructure pro-
jects, important for eco-
nomic growth, regional
connectivity, industrial
development and public
welfare, were reviewed
with focus on timelines,
inter-agency coordina-
tion, issue resolution and
timely completion. Modi
underlined that delays in
infrastructure projects
not only lead to cost es-
calation, but also deprive
people and industries of
timely benefits.

He asked the con-
cerned ministries and

state governments to re-
solve pending issues in a
mission-mode manner
and ensure close monitor-
ing at the highest level.
The PM emphasised the
use of PM GatiShakti Na-
tional Master Plan for ef-
ficient planning and time-
ly implementation of in-
frastructure projects. He
also underlined the need
for regular and timely up-
dation of project details,
utilities, infrastructure
layers, clearances and
other field-level informa-
tion on the portal.
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MINISTERS IN ACTION OVER MONSOON EFFECT

A TEST FROM NATURE PROMPTS EARLY
DAMAGE-CONTROL MEASURES

oncerns over the impact of El Nifio and
forecasts of below-normal rainfall have put
both pollcymakers and farmers on alert.

.. Gouwt officials have advised states
to promote crops that require less
water and to strengthen drought-
preparedness measures. Political
observers note that authorities
are attempting to stay ahead of
potential challenges.

W LAND ALLOCATION SPARKS POLITICAL DEBATE

A

| |

e
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QUESTIONS RAISED OVER AEROSPACE
LAND GRANT IN KARNATAKA

fresh political controversy has emerged
A after BJP spokesperson Pradeep Bhandari
questioned the allocation of five acres of
aerospace-related land in Karna-
taka to a trust linked to the family
of Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge. The BJP has sought
clarification on the basis of the
& allotment, arguing that the trust
. lacks experience in the defense
or aerospace sectors. The Congress has yet to
provide a detailed response to the allegations.

NEW TREND IN UNCONTESTED RAJYA SABHA POLLS

SEVERAL CANDIDATES SECURE UPPER
HOUSE SEATS WITHOUT A VOTE

he process of filling vacant Rajya Sabha
seats is underway, but much of the at-
tention has focused on the large number
of candidates being elected
unopposed. Political parties,
including the BJP and Congress,
have carefully calculated their
numbers to ensure the success-
ful entry of key leaders into the

. " Upper House. Analysts believe
the latest round of elections could influence the bal-
ance and dynamics of parliamentary debates.

AUTHORITIES LAUNCH FIRE SAFETY CHECKS

SAFETY INSPECTIONS INTENSIFY
FOLLOWING RECENT INCIDENT

ollowing a recent incident in Aliganj, author-
ities across several states have stepped up
fire safety inspections at coaching centres
and educational institutions.

. Officials have been reviewing
compliance with safety regula-
tions, emergency preparedness
measures, and required certifica-
tions. The developments have
sparked a broader debate over
whether such checks should be conducted more
regularly rather than only after major incidents.

POLITICS GOES DIGITAL IN THE AGE OF REELS

MORE REELS, LESS SPEECHES? SOCIAL
MEDIA IS NEW POLITICAL BATTLEGROUND

odern politics is increasingly being shaped
not only in legislative chambers but also
on smartphone screens. Political parties
and leaders are investing heavily
in short-form video content to

. connect with voters, especially
younger audiences. Observers
note that social media engage-
ment has become an important
part of political communication.

However critics argue that complex policy issues
cannot always be fully explained via brief videos.
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I JEATHER . Late monsoon covers parts of Gujarat, arrives in MP nine days behind schedule

Monsoon reaches Guj, enters MP

Agencies
New Delhi

The southwest monsoon
advanced into Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh on
Wednesday, with the In-
dia Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) saying
conditions remain fa-
vourable for its further
progress over the next
few days. In Gujarat, the
monsoon reached Surat
after arriving later than
its usual June 15 sched-
ule. Parts of south Guja-
rat received rainfall,
while rest of Gujarat con-
tinued to experience high
temperatures. Gandhina-
gar and Rajkot recorded
the highest maximum
temperature of 40.5°C.

The IMD has forecast
heavy rain at isolated
places in south Gujarat
over the next 24 hours,
accompanied by thunder-
storms, lightning and
winds of 40-50 kmph.
Light to moderate rain-
fall is likely across parts
of the state during the
next week. In MP, mon-
soon entered nine days
behind schedule through
Balaghat, Chhindwara,
Betul, Khandwa and
Burhanpur.

Rain in 14 districts, in-
cluding Bhopal, Indore
and Ujjain, brought relief
from heat, while IMD is-
sued a thunderstorm,
lightning and rain alert
for 42 districts over the
next 24 hours.

A horse-cart driver makes his way through a rain-soaked street during a spell of rain, in Amritsar on Wednesdau.

FLASH FLOODS IN ARUNACHAL LEAVE THREE MISSING DAMAGE 18 HOUSES AFTER HEAVY RAIN

Itanagar: Incessant

rain triggered flash

floods in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Keyi Panyor
district on Wednesday,
inundating low-lying areas,
damaging 18 houses and
leaving 3 people missing at
the Neepco project colony
near Poosa, officials said.
State disaster manage-
ment secretary Dani Sulu
said an under-construction
retaining wall collapsed
following heavy down-
pours, causing flooding in
nearby residential areas.
Meanwhile, landslides on a
national highway disrupted
traffic and stranded several
commuters, hampering
rescue efforts.

India and UAE hold talks
to strengthen defence
cooperation, innovation

|ﬂdla and the UAE rewewed progress underthe Strateglc
Defence Partnership Framework during talks in New Delhi.

Agencies
New Delhi

India and the United
Arab Emirates on Tues-
day held a meeting in
New Delhi to advance
defence cooperation un-
der the Strategic De-
fence Partnership
Framework. The Minis-
try of Defence, in a post
on social media, said the
meeting was co-chaired
by Amitabh Prasad, Joint
Secretary for Interna-

RBI IN WAIT AND WATCH MODE

tional Cooperation, and
UAE Brigadier Staff Ja-
mal Ebrahim Mohamed
Ebrahim Almar-Zooqi.
According to the min-
istry, the discussions fo-
cused on expanding col-
laboration between the
two countries in the de-
fence sector and explor-
ing opportunities for fur-
ther engagement. The
two sides deliberated on
ways to strengthen de-
fence industry coopera-
tion, promote innovation.

People inspect debris after landslide and flash floods near NEEPCO colony in Arunachal Pradesh.

HEAVY RAIN FLOODS
MUMBAI, DISRUPTS
TRAFFIC A DAY AFTER
MONSOON ARRIVAL

Mumbai: Heavy

overnight show-

ers a day after
the monsoon’s arrival in
Mumbai disrupted road
and rail traffic, flooded
low-lying zones, and left
commuters stranded on
Wednesday as some
areas received over
300 mm of rainfall in 24
hours. During Mayor
Ritu Tawde’s inspection
of waterlogged Gandhi
Market in King’s Circle,
a Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC)
supervisor fell into an
open water channel but
was quickly rescued
without any serious
injuries, officials said.
The area witnessed
waterlogging, disrupting
traffic for hours, and
IMD issued ‘orange
alert’, forecasting heavy
to very heavy showers
in Mumbai. Commuters
faced long delays as
inundated roads ham-
pered movement.

India=US BTA review meeting

India-US trade talks

focus on market access

commerce Minister Piyush Goyal meets US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer during bilateral trade talks in New Delhi.

Agencies
New Delhi

India and the US have
reviewed the core issues
of the proposed bilateral
trade agreement (BTA),
including enhanced mar-
ket access, digital trade,
and reduction of non-
tariff barriers, during the
two-day ministerial-level
meeting here, an official
statement  said on
Wednesday. The meeting
was held between Com-
merce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal and
US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer here.
The discussions fo-
cused on pathways to
conclude an interim
agreement as an impor-
tant milestone towards a
comprehensive BTA,
the commerce ministry
said. It added that both
sides reaffirmed their
commitment to an
agreement that is bal-
anced, commercially
meaningful, and deliv-
ers tangible benefits for

Man stabbed to death on Mumbai local  Amarnath Yatra to begin
frain after argument over shutting door

Agencies
Mumbai

A 21-year-old man was
allegedly stabbed to
death inside a moving
Mumbai local train on
Tuesday night after an
argument over closing
the coach door during
heavy rain, police said.
The victim, Mayank
Lohar, was travelling
in the first-class com-
partment of a Church-
gate-Nallasopara fast
local when he got into
a dispute with another
passenger between
Goregaon and Kandi-
vali stations.

Police identified the
accused as Roshan Su-
varna, who was later ar-
rested from Mumbai’s
Kurla area. According to
investigators, the alterca-
tion began over whether

Mavank Lohar was fatally
stabbed aboard Mumbai local.

the train door should be
kept open or closed amid
the downpour. The argu-
ment escalated, and some
passengers allegedly as-
saulted the accused dur-
ing the confrontation.
Police said Suvarna
then took out a knife
from his bag and stabbed

Lohar, causing fatal in-
juries, before fleeing the
scene. A video recorded
inside the train showed
the accused holding a
knife and walking
through the compart-
ment after the attack.
Bloodstains were visible
on the metal seats as pas-
sengers moved away
from the area.

The footage also
showed the accused turn-
ing back to look at the
victim, who was lying on
the train floor. Senior Po-
lice Inspector Datta Khu-
prekar of Borivali Rail-
way Police said the inci-
dent occurred between
Goregaon and Kandivali.
He was arrested shortly
afterwards, while rail-
way police registered a
murder case and began
examining eyewitness,
video accounts.

Premature to discuss rate hike: Guv Malhotra

PTI
New Delhi

eserve  Bank
@ Governor San-

jay Malhotra
has said the central bank
is closely monitoring de-
velopments in West Asia
and that it would be pre-
mature to talk about a
rate hike at this stage. “If
we actually wanted to
prepare them (market)
for this (rate hike), then
we would have changed
our (stance)..., if it was so
certain that we are going
to hike in the coming
months, then we would

have changed the stance
from ‘neutral’ to ‘restric-
tive’, right? We did not
do that,” he told ET Now.
“So, I think it will be
premature to talk about a
rate hike. What we have
said is that we are cau-
tious, we are aware that
there could be risks, both
on inflation, as well as on
growth, especially infla-
tion, because it is hitting
the upper band...we are
cautious, and we will
continue to remain data
dependent,” he said.
Earlier this month, the
RBI kept its benchmark
repo rate unchanged at

Reserve Bank of India
Governor Sanjay Malhotra

5.25 per cent amid grow-
ing risks to growth and
inflation from the pro-
longed West Asia con-
flict, elevated energy

prices and global supply-
chain disruptions. The
Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) unani-
mously voted to leave the
policy repo rate un-
changed at 5.25 per cent,
and continue with its
“neutral” stance.

The RBI lowered its
growth expectations for
the current fiscal year,
projecting real GDP
growth at 6.6 per cent in
2026-27, below the 6.9
per cent April forecast.
The projection is also
lower than the 7.6 per
cent estimated for 2025-
26. It forecast inflation to

rise to 5.1 per cent in
2026-27, with price pres-
sures expected to peak at
5.9 per cent in the third
quarter before easing.
This compares to the pre-
vious projection of 4.6%
average retail inflation
for the year. Core infla-
tion is expected at 4.7%,
up from the earlier pro-
jection of 4.4%.

Observing de-escala-
tion in West Asia con-
flict, Malhotra said it is
good news both for
growth, inflation, and
crude prices also have
moderated to comfort In-
dian economy.

under multi-layered

T e ST

Pilgrims have started to arrive for the Amarnath Yatra ahead of
the commencement of the annual pilgrimage next week.

Agencies
Jammu

A multi-layered security
apparatus, no-fly zones
along the twin yatra
routes, watch towers to
keep vigil and real-time
monitoring of vehicular
movement — as the an-
nual Amarnath Yatra is
set to start next week, an
unprecedented security
grid has been put in
place. And for the first
time, J&K Police issued

security arrangements

“tamper-proof” QR-
code-based identity cards
to service providers, in-
cluding pony riders, to
ensure safety of pilgrims.
While security agen-
cies say there are no spe-
cific intelligence inputs
about threats to pil-
grims, a multi-layered
security setup has been
put in place as precau-
tion. Government has
also issued RFID tags
for vehicles, pilgrims
and service providers.

The discussions
focused on pathways
to conclude an
interim agreement as
an important
milestone towards a
comprehensive BTA

businesses,  farmers,
workers, and consumers
in both countries.

“The two leaders con-
ducted a comprehensive
review of core BTA ele-
ments, including en-
hanced market access,
digital trade, supply
chain resilience, reduc-
tion of non-tariff barriers,
and expanded coopera-
tion in strategic sectors,”
it added. The two minis-
ters also noted the sub-
stantial progress by ne-
gotiating teams in recent
months. “The two sides
expressed confidence
that ongoing negotiations
will further deepen eco-
nomic ties and strengthen
the India-US Compre-
hensive Global Strategic
Partnership,” it said.

Passport is a
travel document,
not citizenship
proof says MEA

Agencies
New Delhi

A passport is a travel
document and not proof
of citizenship, the Minis-
try of External Affairs
clarified on Wednesday.
While passports are is-
sued only to Indian citi-
zens, they do not by
themselves establish citi-
zenship. The MEA also
highlighted security fea-
tures in the new chip-
based e-passports, in-
cluding biometric data,
aimed at reducing fraud,
enhancing global accept-
ance. India has rolled out
e-passports that meet in-
ternational standards for
authentication. Officials
said 1.5 crore passports
and related services de-
livered in 2025.
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ammu and Kashmir strictly
internal matter, India tells UN

Agencies
New York

India strongly rejected
Pakistan’s attempt to raise
Jammu and Kashmir at a
UN Security Council Ar-
ria-formula meeting, as-
serting that the Union Ter-
ritory “has always been, is
and will remain” an inte-
gral part of India. India’s
Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations,
Parvathaneni Harish,
criticised Islamabad for
politicising the forum and
making unwarranted ref-
erences to Indian territory.
Harish said Pak’s re-
peated attempts to inter-
nationalise the Kashmir
issue would not change
the reality that J&K is
India’s internal matter.
He accused Islamabad of
misusing international
platforms to divert atten-
tion from its own domes-
tic challenges, including
governance failures and
human rights concerns.

India's Permanent Representatlve to the United Nations,
Parvathaneni Harish, addresses a UN meeting while reiterating
that Jammu and Kashmir remains India's internal matter.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs also dis-
missed recent remarks
by Pakistan Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif,
calling them an effort to
deflect attention from is-
sues within Pakistan. In-
dia further highlighted
reports of economic ex-
ploitation, restrictions on
civil liberties and denial
of rights in Pakistan-oc-

Rising road accident
deaths worrisome,
Birla stresses on safety

LS Speaker om Birla chairs a meeting with SaveLIFE Foundation
representatives to strengthen road safety and implement the
Zero Fatality Programme in Kota-Bundi, at Parliament House in
New Delhi. Birla's 0SD Rajesh Goyal was also present.

First India Bureau
New Delhi

Lok Sabha Speaker and
Kota-Bundi MP Om Bir-
la on Wednesday held a
meeting at Parliament
House to review meas-
ures aimed at strengthen-
ing road safety in his
constituency. The meet-
ing with SaveLIFE Foun-
dation focused on imple-
menting the “Zero Fatal-
ity District Programme”
to minimise road acci-
dent deaths and move
towards achieving zero
fatalities.

Expressing concern
over the rising number of
road fatalities, particu-
larly among youth, Birla
termed the trend a major
social and national loss.

He said road safety must
become a mass move-
ment rather than remain
confined to administra-
tive efforts. Stressing the
need for coordinated ac-
tion by government
agencies, experts, social
organisations and citi-
zens, he said fatalities
could be reduced by up to
70 per cent through sus-
tained efforts.

A study presented dur-
ing the meeting high-
lighted over 400 annual
deaths in the region and
identified critical corri-
dors and accident-prone
locations. Engineering
interventions, Al-based
monitoring, stronger en-
forcement and improved
trauma care systems
were also discussed.

YOGA DIPLOMACY

Meditation session marks Yoga Day

cupied Kashmir. Reiter-
ating its long-standing
position, New Delhi said
matters relating to Jam-
mu and Kashmir are not
subject to external me-
diation and remain strict-
ly within India’s sover-
eign domain. India also
reiterated its commit-
ment to safeguarding its
sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity.

UNITED STATES-INDIA TIES ENTER GROWTH PHASE

The United States has described India as one of

its most important strategic partners, highlighting

growing cooperation in trade, technology, energy
and defence. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Bethany
Poulos Morrison said the Trump administration is work-
ing to deepen ties and called the relationship “the future”.
She expressed optimism about a bilateral trade deal and
highlighted collaboration in artificial intelligence, semicon-
ductors, critical minerals and energy security.

UNITED STATES SAYS INDIA PARTNERSHIP
CRITICAL FOR FUTURE GROWTH

The United States has described India as one

of its most important strategic partners, high-

lighting expanding cooperation across trade,
technology, energy and defence. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for South and Central Asia Bethany
Poulos Morrison said the Trump administration is
moving rapidly to deepen ties and called the relation-
ship “the future”. Speaking at a Capitol Hill event
organised by the Foundation for India and Indian
Diaspora Studies, Morrison highlighted collabora-
tion in artificial intelligence, semiconductors, critical
minerals, energy security and emerging technologies.
She expressed optimism about a proposed bilateral
trade agreement and backed efforts to raise two-way
trade to $500 billion by 2030. Morrison also praised
the Indian-American community for its contributions
to business, technology and public life, describing
people-to-people ties as a key pillar of the growing

India-US partnership.

Tehran calls deal an American

defeat, backs further dlalogue

Agencies
Tehran

Iran has described the
agreement ending the
West Asia conflict as a
“declaration of America’s
defeat”, claiming it re-
flected the resilience and
resistance of the Iranian
nation rather than external
pressure. Speaking at a
conference in Azerbaijan,
Iranian Parliament Speak-
er Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf said the under-
standing was achieved
through national strength
and determination.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
confirmed that technical-
level talks between Teh-
ran and Washington are
expected to resume next
week as efforts continue
to implement the deal.
The interim agreement
provides sanctions relief
in exchange for limits on
Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, while both
sides pursue broader ne-
gotiations aimed at re-
solving long-standing
disputes and easing re-
gional tensions.

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf arrives
as diplomatic efforts continue following the US-Iran agreement.

IRAN WAR POWERS
CURBED BY SENATE

The US Senate has

approved a war

powers resolution
requiring President Donald
Trump to seek congres-
sional approval before
continuing military action
against Iran. The mea-
sure passed 50-48, with
four Republicans joining
Democrats in support.
Though largely symbolic,
the resolution reflects
growing concern over the
political and economic
costs of the conflict. The
vote comes amid ongoing
diplomatic efforts between
Washington and Tehran
and follows opinion polls
showing widespread public
scepticism about the war.

Gehlot reiterates demand for Vidhan Parishad

First India Bureau
Jodhpur

With the Rajasthan As-
sembly’s Monsoon Ses-
sion approaching, the
long-pending demand for
the creation of a Legisla-
tive Council has regained
political =~ momentum.
Fresh discussion has
been triggered by ex-CM

Ashok Gehlot’s renewed
support , while the Ra-
jasthan Former Legisla-
tors’ Association has reit-
erated its demand. The
Assembly has passed
resolutions seeking an
Upper House on three oc-
casions — 2008, 2012
and 2021 — but the pro-
posal remains pending
with the Centre. Support-

ers argue that a Legisla-
tive Council would im-
prove regional and social
representation and pro-
vide a platform for expe-
rienced individuals to
contribute to lawmaking.
Critics, however, cite the
significant financial bur-
den involved. The issue
is likely to figure promi-
nently during the session.

Young shooters from Nagaur impress at
Rajasthan state championship in Jaipur

First India Bureau
Jaipur/Nagaur

Shooters from Nagaur de-
livered an impressive per-
formance at the 24th
Open Rifle and Pistol
Shooting Tournament be-
ing organised by the Ra-
jasthan Rifle Association
at the Jagatpura Shooting
Range in Jaipur. Five
shooters from the Super
50 Shooting Sports Acad-
emy secured selection for
upcoming Pre-National,
North Zone and KSS
School Open National
competitions.

Ayush Sirohi, Kalp
Bhakar and Lokendra
Kadwasara competed in
the 10-metre rifle catego-
ry, while Neha Prajapat
and Tanishq Jakhar par-
ticipated in the 10-metre

Dr HR Nagendra, Bmaua Pradhan and Prem Bhandari pose W|th organlsers in New York

First India Bureau

New York

he Consulate
General of In-
dia in New

York, in collaboration

with the Rajasthan As-
sociation of North Amer-
ica (RANA), organised a
special meditation ses-
sion led by renowned
yoga expert Guru Dr
H.R. Nagendra on the

occasion of the 12th In-
ternational Day of Yoga.
The event brought to-
gether members of the
diplomatic corps, aca-
demia, business commu-
nity, yoga institutions,

Kalp Bhakar (L) and Lokendra
Kadwasara (R) during the 24th
Open Rifle and Pistol Shooting
Tournament at the Jagatpura
Shooting Range in Jaipur.

pistol event. Their strong
performances  earned
them places in the next
stages of national-level
competition.  Virender
Choudhary, founder of
the Dr Sahdev Choudhary
Foundation, and Vijendra

spiritual organisations
and the wider Indian-
American community.
Welcoming partici-
pants, Consul General
Binaya Pradhan ex-
pressed happiness over
the growing popularity
of yoga in the United
States, pointing to the in-
creasing number of yoga
enthusiasts participating
in yoga centres and well-
ness events. Guru Dr Na-
gendra guided attendees
through meditation prac-
tices and shared insights
on the importance of
meditation in fostering
inner peace, mental clar-

Choudhary,
Director of Nagaur Auto-
mobile, congratulated the
shooters and wished them
success in future events.

Managing

2

Dr H.R. Nagendra Amna
Almheiri and Jonathan
Granoff attend a meditation
session during Intern’l Day
of Yoga celebrations in New
York.

ity, harmony and holistic
well-being. He empha-
sised that yoga helps cre-

Ex-CM Ashok Gehlot meets Jodhpur Cong offlce bearers, dlscussmg
organisational programmes and grassroots strengthening.

Rajasthan slashes licence
fees for small hotels

First India Bureau
Jaipur

In a major relief for small
hotels and a significant
boost to Rajasthan’s tour-
ism industry, the Autono-
mous Governance De-
partment has substantial-
ly reduced annual licence
fees for smaller hospital-
ity establishments and
issued revised orders.
The move comes in re-
sponse to demands from
hotel associations seek-
ing lower fees for small
properties.

Under the revised
structure, hotels with up
to 10 rooms will now pay
annual licence fees of Rs
7,500 in Municipal Cor-
poration areas, Rs 5,000
in Municipal Council ar-
eas and Rs 4,000 in Mu-

in New York

ate balance between the
body, mind and breath,
improving both physical
and mental health. Par-
ticipants appreciated the
session and reflected on
the continuing relevance
of India’s ancient well-
ness traditions.

RANA President
Prem Bhandari de-
scribed yoga as India’s
gift to humanity and
noted that International
Day of Yoga, initiated by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi at the United
Nations, is now celebrat-
ed in more than 190
countries.

nicipal Board areas. Ho-
tels with up to 25 rooms

will be charged Rs
10,000, Rs 8,000 and Rs
6,000 respectively.

The department has re-
placed the earlier single-
category system for ho-
tels with up to 50 rooms
by introducing three
separate slabs based on
room capacity. Hotels
with 26 to 50 rooms will
now pay lower fees than
those prescribed under
the notification issued on
May 24. The revised
rates have also been ex-
tended to heritage hotels
with up to 50 rooms, ben-
efiting a large section of
Rajasthan’s hospitality
sector. Officials said the
revised structure aims to
encourage tourism in-
vestment.

IRAN NUCLEAR SITES
SET FOR INSPECTION

International Atomic

Energy Agency chief

Rafael Grossi has
indicated that inspectors are
expected to regain access
to Iran’s key nuclear fa-
cilities under the recent US-
Iran interim deal.Grossi said
IAEA oversight remains a
core provision of the agree-
ment and stressed that
inspections are essential for
monitoring Tehran’s nuclear
activities and implementing
the accord.

Nirav Modi
liable for 3100
crore loan
recovery

Agencies
London

A UK court has ruled that
fugitive diamond mer-
chant Nirav Modi must
pay Bank of India more
than X100 crore under a
personal guarantee
linked to a loan extended
to a Dubai-based com-
pany associated with
him. The London Circuit
Commercial Court re-
jected Modi’s challenge
to the guarantee and up-
held the bank’s demand.
The ruling covers both
the principal amount and
interest charges. Modi,
who remains in a British
prison while contesting
extradition to India, had
disputed the claim during
court proceedings. The
judgment is being seen as
a major victory for Bank
of India in its efforts to
recover outstanding dues
and pursue claims against
the businessman.

COurtesy Call

—!Ia-*

Lieutenant Colonel (Retd) Kesari Singh, Acting Chairman of
the Rajasthan Public Service Commission (RPSC), met Governor
Haribhau Bagade at Lok Bhavan, in Jaipur on Wednesday. The

meeting was a courtesy call.
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Imagination sees doors

where others see walls.
Dr JacpeesH CHANDRA, CMD & Editor-in-Chief
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BHARATZ24 PRESENTS “VIKSIT BHARAT LEADERSHIP SUMMIT - GREEN WARRIORS OF NEW INDIA'

ECONOMIC GROWTH & GREEN DEVELOPMENT

MUST GO TOGETHER: Dr JAGDEESH CHANDRA

First India Bureau
New Delhi

Bharat24 successfully or-
ganised “Viksit Bharat
Leadership Summit -
Green Warriors of New
India” at Hotel Taj
Mansingh, New Delhi, on
Wednesday. During the
summit, Bharat24 felici-
tated several distinguished
personalities and organisa-
tions as the “Green War-
riors of New India” inrec-
ognition of their outstand-
ing contributions towards
environmental conserva-
tion, sustainability, water
management, social im-
pact and nation-building.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Jagdeesh Chandra
said that the summit was
envisioned as a national
platform to encourage con-
structive dialogue on sus-
tainability and green de-
velopment, and to inspire
collective action towards
creating an environmen-
tally responsible and de-
veloped India by 2047. He
emphasised that economic
progress and environmen-
tal stewardship must go
hand in hand if India is to
emerge as a global leader.
Manoj Jagyasi, Chief

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra presenting memento to Union Minister Bhupender Yadav along with Bharat24 Team (L to R: Kamal Rautela, Gunjan Dixit, Akanksha, Amit Ojha,
Anjani, Poornima Mishra, Aditi Nagar, Manoj Jagyasi, Ashish Malhotra, Bhim Negi, Rittik Banerjee and Dhirendra Awasthi & Adviser to UP CM Awanish Awasthi, during

the Bharat24's 'Viksit Bharat Leadership Summit - Green Warriors of New India’ organised at Hotel Taj Mansingh, New Delhi, on Wednesday.

Business Officer and Stra-
tegic Advisor, Bharat24,
said that the summit re-
flected Bharat24’s com-
mitment to creating mean-
ingful platforms that bring
together govt, industry,
academia and civil society
to discuss India’s future

24

Vision of New India =y

priorities. He noted that
sustainability is no longer
an option but a national
imperative, and collabora-
tive action will be essential
torealise the vision of Vik-
sit Bharat 2047. He further
said that the enthusiastic

CM okays 50 cr for
115 religious sites

S a)

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma visited the ancient
Tripolia Balaji Temple in
Sanganer on Wednes-

day, offering prayers for

the state’s well-being and
prosperity. He also laid the
foundation stone for 350 cr
works to beautify & renovate
115 religious sites, includ-

Rajendra Chhabra
Jaipur
cting on Chief
@ Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma’s di-
rections, Gayatri Rathore,
Principal Secretary of the
Medical Education De-
partment, left Jaipur late
on Monday night and
travelled first to Jodhpur
and then to Bikaner to as-
sess the ground situation
and gather facts regarding
serious medical incidents
that have recently come to
light at both locations.
Two women died, and
the condition of several
others deteriorated fol-
lowing caesarean deliver-
ies at AIIMS Jodhpur,
Paota Women’s Hospital

il
§

ing Sanghiji Jain Temple &
Sanga Baba Temple. UDH
Minister Jhabar Singh Khar-
ra & others were present.

in Jodhpur, and PBM
Women’s Hospital in Bi-
kaner. Earlier, last month,
five women died in a sim-
ilar incident at the Janana
Hospital in Kota. On that
occasion as well, Gayatri
Rathore was dispatched
from Jaipur to Kota.

The incidents at the
major women’s hospitals
located in the state’s three
principal divisional head-
quarters—Kota, Jodhpur
and Bikaner—have
drawn attention across
Rajasthan. The situation
is being regarded as seri-
ous, and the matter has
reached the level of both
the minister and the prin-
cipal secretary. Mean-
while, a controversial
statement made by Medi-

participation of leaders
from diverse sectors made
the summit a powerful
platform for ideas, part-
nerships & solutions that
can shape a greener &
more inclusive India.
Vibrant discussions at
the summit covered envi-
ronmental conservation,
climate resilience, water
security, green innovation,
sustainable infrastructure,
and social responsibility,
reaffirming  collective
commitment to a prosper-
ous and eco-conscious
India. Stakeholders re-
solved to collaborate for
Viksit Bharat 2047 and a
sustainable future.

Union Minister CR Paatil being warmly greeted by Dr Jagdeesh
Chandra at 'Viksit Bharat Leadership Summit - Green Warriors of
New India' held in New Delhi on Wednesday.

SANTOSH SHARMA
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Union Minister CR Paatil being felicitated by Dr Jagdeesh
Chandra & Manoj Jagyasi during the Leadership Summit.

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, Union Minister Bhupender Yadav, Manoj Jagyasi, Satyam Roychowdhary,

Bidyut Majumdar, Awanish Awasthi, and Dr Arpit Chopra Jain during the lamp-lighting ceremony
at Bharat24's 'viksit Bharat Leadership Summit - Green Warriors of New India' organised at Hotel
Taj Mansingh, New Delhi, on Wednesday.

Pachpadra Refinery to become CM: Jaipur’s transport,

India’s energy fortress, says C

First India Bureau
Jaipur

Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma on Wednes-
day chaired a high-level
meeting at the Chief Min-
ister’s residence to re-
view the Pachpadra Re-
finery-cum-Petrochemi-
cal Complex. He sought
detailed updates from
officials and HRRL man-
agement on progress, op-
erational status and pre-
paredness. CM Sharma
said Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi would soon
inaugurate the refinery
and directed officials to
ensure all arrangements
are completed in time to
make the event historic.

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma chairs a high-level meeting regarding the Pachpadra Refinery
and Petrochemical Complex at CMR in Jaipur on Wednesday. (S V Srinivas, ACS to CM Akhil Arora,
ACS Aparna Arora, Principal Secy Vaibhav Galriya, along with HRRL management were present.

He said the project
would strengthen India’s
energy security and
emerge as a major growth
engine for Rajasthan.
HRRL management
praised the Chief Minis-

ter’s close monitoring
and teamwork with state
officials, stating that with
his guidance the refinery
has once again become
ready for operations
within a short span. Over

half a dozen units are op-
erational and production
has begun. The manage-
ment presented product
samples, a refinery mod-
el and a booklet on its
journey to CM Sharma.

FROM MATERNITY WARD TRAGEDIES TO ADMINISTRATIVE FIREFIGHTING:

cal Minister Gajendra
Singh Khimsar in Bikan-
er has also become a sub-
ject of discussion.

On the other hand, fol-
lowing these incidents,
Gayatri Rathore has been
seen constantly moving
from one hospital to an-
other. However, the real-
ity is that she is already
burdened with extensive
responsibilities. She is
not only the Principal
Secretary of the Medical
Education Department
but also heads the Medi-
cal and Health Depart-
ment, which oversees
healthcare services across
the state.

If one considers only
the major hospitals, Ra-
jasthan has 48 large hos-

pitals attached to medical
colleges. Of these, 33 are
affiliated with govern-
ment medical colleges.
All major government
women’s hospitals locat-
ed at divisional headquar-
ters are also part of this
system. Managing these
hospitals is, in itself, a
massive responsibility.

It was for this reason
that an independent Med-
ical Education Depart-
ment was carved out of
the Medical and Health
Department in 2009. At
the time, IAS officer Go-
vind Sharma became the
first full-time and inde-
pendent Principal Secre-
tary of the newly created
department. A separate
directorate was also es-

Principal Secretary Gayatri
Rathore inspects Ummed
Hospital in Jodhpur on
Tuesday. Principal of Dr SN
Medical College Dr BS Jodha &

others were present. FILE
tablished. The objective
was to separate the man-
agement of large teach-
ing hospitals from rou-
tine healthcare services

and enable more effec-
tive administration.
Over the past nearly
two decades, the depart-
ment has been headed by
15 secretaries. On 12 oc-
casions, separate and in-
dependent secretaries
were appointed exclu-
sively for the department.
Only in three cases—
Veenu Gupta, Mukesh
Sharma and Akhil Aro-
ra—was the additional
charge of the Medical
Education Department
assigned for a limited pe-
riod while they were
serving as Principal Sec-
retary of the Medical and
Health Department.
Even during the tenure
of the present govern-
ment, T Ravikant and

First India Bureau
Jaipur

CM Bhajan Lal Sharma
announced 1,538 devel-
opment projects worth
Rs 631 crore for Sangan-
er, focusing on infra-
structure, electricity, wa-
ter, and sanitation. He
said Jaipur’s transport

M sanitation going hi-tech

and sanitation systems
are being made high-
tech. PM Modi to lay
Jaipur Metro Phase-2
foundation on July 4.
Projects: Muhana flyo-
ver, Bambala STP, satel-
lite hospital, trauma cen-
tre, Unity Mall, Dravya-
vati. Swamitva cards
were also distributed.

mwm Bhajan Lal Sharma inaugurates 1,538 development

works worth X631 crore at Sanganer Stadium in Jaipur on
Wednesday. Also seen are (L-R) JDA Commissioner Siddharth
Mahajan, MP Manju Sharma, Cabinet Minister Jogaram Patel,
MosS Jhabar Singh Kharra, ACS Alok Gupta & Secretary Ravi Jain.

THE BURDEN ON ONE BUREA UCRAT GAYATRI RATHORE

Ambrish Kumar served
as full-time heads of the
department. This ar-
rangement continued un-
til 2024.

However, in Novem-
ber 2024, after Ambrish
Kumar became em-
broiled in controversies,
the complete responsibil-
ity of the Medical Educa-
tion Department was also
handed over to Gayatri
Rathore. As a result, for
the first time, the full-
time responsibility of
both the Medical and
Health Department and
the Medical Education
Department came under
a single officer.

Critics argue that this
has effectively concen-
trated responsibility for

all medical services
across the state—both
large and small—in the
hands of one official. Ac-
cording to them, placing
the burden of two ex-
tremely large, important
and resource-intensive
departments on a single
individual is neither prac-
tical, nor logical, nor ad-
ministratively justified.
Observers believe that
every official has a hu-
man limit in terms of ca-
pacity and time. In the
wake of incidents such as
those in Kota, Jodhpur
and Bikaner, they say it is
natural to ask how long a
single officer, Gayatri
Rathore, can continue
rushing from one crisis to
another across the state.
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or Uriella, the
spotlight  was
never just about
glamour—it was
about discover-
ing who she truly
is. Raised by a strong and deter-
mined single mother, she grew up
believing that no dream is too big
when backed by courage and hard
work. Today, the Mumbai-based
actor, freelance model, author
and entrepreneur, who is also
pursuing a degree in Interna-
tional Business, is creating
her own path in the world
of fashion and entertain-
ment. But her journey was
far from predictable.
Growing up in a boarding
school, Uriella wasn’t al-
ways sure of her future. It
was only after the lock-
down that she found her
calling. Inspired by global

, e 79 icon Kim Kardashian, she
AN = - o e embraced the idea of
{ A S chasing multiple pas-
sions and turning them
into reality. Her love for
fashion began with mag-
azines, runway shows
and luxury brands, long
before she ever stepped in
front of a camera. At just 16,

she became runner-up in an inter-
national beauty pageant, and a
year later made headlines as a pub-
lished author with her novella To-
tem to Mayhem, which sold out
in the UK within its debut week.
From moving from Calcutta to
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From fashion runways to film sets, freelance models Uriella of
Mumbai and Actress Monika Mishra of Bihar are scripting their own

success stories. City First traces the remarkable journeys of two
dreamers who refused to let circumstances define their destiny.

Tripti
Mahawar

cinfirst@firstindia.co.in

Mumbai to building a career across
acting, production and entrepre-
neurship, Uriella has embraced
every challenge with confidence.
Grounded by discipline, Pilates
and authenticity, she continues to
prove that true success lies in stay-
ing yourself unapologetically
while fearlessly pursuing every
dream. Uriella believes in one
mantra—"Do It All.” And with
every step forward, she is doing
exactly that.

Meanwhile, born on August 28,
2002, in Bihar, Actress and free-
lance model Monika Mishra grew
up in a close-knit family alongside
her two elder sisters and elder
brother. A bright student who ex-
celled in academics and sports,
Monika always harboured a dream
far beyond the classroom—to be-
come an actress and make her
mark in the entertainment industry.

Her striking height and confi-
dent personality often drew atten-
tion, with neighbours and well-
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| ARTISTIC VOYAGE!
j n concluding day of “Chitrahaar -

‘ unfolding Towards the Self," a solo
art exhibition by young artist Sara Harsh,
witnessed an enthusiastic response from
art lovers at JKK on Wednesday.

wishers encouraging her mother to
consider modelling and pageantry
for her daughter. Those words
stayed with Monika and eventu-
ally inspired her to pursue a career
in fashion and cinema despite
coming from a traditional back-
ground.

Her professional journey began
in Delhi, where she worked as an
event hostess before stepping into
modelling. Runway appearances,
pageant victories and the prestig-
ious title of Miss Aura India 2023
significantly boosted her confi-
dence and strengthened her belief
in her dreams. Determined to aim
higher, she moved to Mumbai in
2024, embracing both the opportu-
nities and challenges that came
with the city.

Despite struggling with accom-
modation, finances and the com-
petitive nature of the industry,
Monika remained focused on her
goals. She further refined her craft
under the mentorship of renowned
acting coach Saurabh Sachdeva at
The Actor’s Truth.

Her perseverance paid off with
acting projects and films such as O
Mata Anukundama and The Red
Bag. Today, Monika continues
her pursuit of Bollywood with un-
wavering determination, proving
that courage, hard work and self-
belief can transform dreams into
reality. For her, the camera is
not just a profession—it is her
passion, purpose and the begin-
ning of an extraordinary journey
still unfolding.

=) MUKESH KIRADOO
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LATH DHARA

BHITTAR
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Lath Dhara Bhittar by Amit Maharana: It brings
relatable small-town stories, desi traditions, family
humour, and witty observations to the stage,
delivering an engaging one-hour comedy special
packed with laughter and memorable moments.

@ When: June 28, 07:00 PM
© Where: Jaipur Comedy Club, Jaipur

Suhana Safar Aur Ye Mausam Haseen: Is a
nostalgic musical evening featuring renowned
singers Sangita Melekar and Chirag Panchal,
celebrating Bollywood's golden era (1931-1970)
through timeless classics, unforgettable melodies,
and a heartfelt tribute to legendary composers,
lyricists, and singers.

@ When: June 29, 06:30 PM
© Where: Rajasthan International Centre, Jaipur

FILLED WITH

ENERG

AntarNaad: Beyond Noise, Into Surrender is a
soul-stirring live bhajan concert by Nikhar Juneja,
blending devotion, music and spiritual energy.
Travelling from Jaipur to Delhi, this transformative
evening promises peace, connection, and an
unforgettable journey into the heart of bhakti.

@ When: July 4, 06:00 PM
© Where: Janki Paradise Marriage Garden, Jaipur

BIRTHDAY FORECAST!

someone
close to you
may seem
distant,
distracted, or
difficult today,
but don't take
it personally.
Their concerns
are likely
unrelated to
you and they
may not be
ready to share
them. If you
feel tense or
restless, a
brisk walk or
workout can
help restore
balance and
ease stress.

Karishma Kapoor
Cancer
June 25

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Red

Jaipur Flig Ntrlan—

NEW DELHI - Air India, IndiGo, Alliance Air

MUMBAI - Air India Express, IndiGo, Air India

SURAT - Air India, Air India Express, IndiGo, Alliance
Air

BENGALURU - Air India, IndiGo, Air India EXpress

KOCHI - Air India Express, IndiGo, Air India, Akasa Air
UDAIPUR -Air India, IndiGo

KOLKATA - IndiGo, Air India, Air India Express, Akasa
Air, Alliance Air

HYDERABAD - Air India Express, IndiGo, Air India,
Alliance Air

DUBAI- IndiGo, Air India Express, Air India, Air Arabia

[E] it @ Scan or
'ﬁ:’ !: click here
to book

_lﬁ' your flight
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sk anyone what
they ultimately
want from life,
and most an-
swers will circle
back to the same thing—to feel
happy, settled, and at peace with
where they are headed. Yet, in
daily life, happiness often feels
postponed. We tell ourselves,
“Once this project is over...
once I earn more... once things
settle athome...” Only then will
we relax and feel content.

In an Indian setting, this feel-
ing is even more layered. Be-
tween family expectations, ca-
reer pressure, financial responsi-
bilities, and social comparisons,
happiness quietly takes a back-
seat. We keep adjusting, com-
promising, pushing through.
And somewhere along the way,
we forget that happiness is not
something that arrives after eve-
rything is perfect. It is something
we build, even when life is
messy.

LETTING GO MAKES

SPACE FOR PEACE

One of the biggest barriers to
happiness is not what is happen-
ing right now, but what we are
holding on to from the past. Old
arguments, hurtful words, disap-
pointments—these stay with us
far longer than they should. It is
natural to feel hurt when some-
one treats you unfairly, whether
itis a colleague, a friend, or even
family. But holding on to that
hurt slowly weighs you down.
Forgiveness is often misunder-
stood. It does not mean forget-
ting what happened or accepting
wrong behaviour. It simply
means deciding that you will not
carry that burden anymore. In
many families, grudges quietly
continue for years—over prop-
erty, misunderstandings, ego
clashes. Everyone moves on
outwardly, but the heaviness re-
mains.

Letting go is not about the
other person. It is about your
own peace. When you reduce
judgment, when you stop re-
playing what went wrong, you
create mental space. You feel
lighter. And surprisingly, you
also become kinder to yourself.

YOUR BODY

CARRIES YOUR MOOD

It is difficult to feel happy when
your body is constantly tired.

o) o 2 ‘)
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Isn’tFarAway

Happiness is often seen as something distant, dependent on success or circumstances. But in reality, it
is shaped by everyday choices—how we let go, how we care for ourselves, and who we spend time with.
This article explores simple, practical ways to feel lighter, healthier, and more fulfilled starting todav.

Many of us ignore this connec-
tion. We skip meals, survive on
chai and snacks, sleep late, wake
up early, and call it routine. Over
time, this catches up. You feel
irritated, low on energy, and
emotionally drained without a
clear reason.

Taking care of your health is
not just about looking fit—it
directly affects how you feel.
Drinking enough water, eating
simple home-cooked food, get-
ting proper sleep, and moving
your body regularly can shift
your mood more than you ex-
pect. Even something as basic
as a short walk in the morning
or evening can clear your mind.
In our culture, we often priori-
tise everyone else—family,
work, responsibilities—and put
ourselves last. But neglecting
your health doesn’t help anyone
in the long run. When you feel
physically better, everything
else becomes easier to handle.
Your patience improves, your
energy increases, and your
overall outlook becomes more
positive.

THE COMPANY

YOU KEEP MATTERS

Have you noticed how your
mood changes depending on
who you spend time with? Sit

with people who constantly
complain, criticise, or com-
pare, and you begin to feel
heavy. Spend time with those
who laugh easily, stay hopeful,
and support you, and something
shifts within you.

Happiness is surprisingly
contagious. In Indian house-
holds, this is easy to observe—
one person’s mood often sets the
tone for the entire home. The
same applies to friendships and
workplaces. You don’t need a
large social circle, but you do
need meaningful connections.

A simple conversation over
chai, a genuine laugh, or even
sharing everyday worries with
someone who listens can lift
your mood. At the same time, it
is worth reflecting—are the
people around you adding to
your peace or taking away from
it? Sometimes, protecting your
happiness also means creating a
little distance from negativity.

HAPPINESS IS BUIL

IN SMALL WAYS

We often imagine happiness as
a big achievement—a perfect
life, a major success, or a dra-
matic change. But in reality, it
grows quietly, through small,
everyday choices. Choosing to
let go instead of holding on.

Taking care of
your body instead
of ignoring it. Spending
time with people who bring
out your better side.

It doesn’t require a
complete life over-
haul. It begins with
awareness. With small
shifts. With deciding
that your well-being
matters today, not
someday.

Life will al-
ways have its
share of prob-
lems. There
will be stress,
uncertainty, and mo-
ments of frustration. But
alongside all that, there can
also be calm, connection,
and contentment—if you
allow it.

Because happiness is
not something waiting for
you in the future. It is already
present, in small moments, in
simple habits, in the way you
choose to live each day.
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Movie: Cocktail 2

Director: Homi Adajania

Cast & Crew: Shahid Kapoor, Rashmika
Mandanna, Kriti Sanon,

t
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Movie: Welcome To The Jungle
Director: Ahmed Khan

Cast & Crew: Akshay Kumar, Suniel
Shetty, Disha Patani, Jacqueline Fer-
nandez, Arshad warsi, Tusshar Kapoor,
Rajpal Yadav, Paresh Rawal
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Voices Shaping Modern Weddings

TAJ MAHAL, NEW DELHI, LEADS THE CONVERSATION ON ‘
MODERN INDIAN WEDDINGS WITH WEDDINGSUTRA ENGAGE

(L R) Parthlp Thyagarajan ShllDa Sharma va
Anju Modi and Dr Anmol Ahluwalia m

City First
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

einforcing its po-

sition as the Cap-

ital’s iconic desti-

nation for land-
mark celebrations, Taj Mahal,
New Delhi, brought together
leading voices from India’s
wedding ecosystem in an ex-
clusive dialogue in associa-
tion with WeddingSutra En-
gage. Drawing on perspec-
tives from hospitality, fashion,
wedding design and travel,
the evening centred on the
evolution of modern wed-
dings, the confluence of cul-
tures and the personalisation
of experiences.

Held at Longchamp and
anchored in the philosophy of
Timeless Weddings, the panel
featured Dr Anmol Ahlu-
walia, Area Director-Opera-
tions and General Manager,
Taj Mahal, New Delhi; Van-
dana Mohan, Founder of The

Wedding Design Company;
couturier Anju Modi; Shilpa
Sharma, Founder of Breaka-
way; and was moderated by
Parthip Thyagarajan, Co-
Founder and CEO of Wed-
dingSutra.

The conversation centred
on three key shifts shaping
luxury weddings in India —
personalisation over scale,
culinary experience as part of
the celebration itself and leg-
acy as a marker of timeless-
ness. The discussion high-
lighted Delhi’s growing
prominence in the wedding
landscape, shaped by its cul-
tural richness, architectural
heritage and ability to offer
distinctive experiences for
both hosts and guests.

Dr Anmol Ahluwalia, Area
Director - Operations & Gen-
eral Manager, Taj Mabhal,
New Delhi said, “The most
memorable weddings are re-
membered not only for their
grandeur, but for the emotions

they evoke and the moments
they create — with Trust,
Awareness and Joy. At Taj
Mahal, New Delhi, we be-
lieve timeless luxury lies in
this balance of elegance,
warmth and personal mean-
ing. Our advantage has al-
ways been the range we can
offer within one address, from
grand ballrooms to intimate
lawns and storied restaurants,
elevated by bespoke services.
Through Timeless Weddings
by Taj, our endeavour is to

Parthip Thyagarajan Vandana Mohan . i
Anju Modi, Ritika Gupta, Dr Anmol Ahluwalia with a guest

(R-L) Dr Anmol Ahluwalla (Area Director- 0perat|0ns and General Manager, Taj Mahal New Delhl) d
Anju Modi (couturier), Vandana Mohan (Founder of The Wedding Design Company), Shllpa Sharm
(Founder of Breakaway) and Parthip Thyagarajan (Co of a) i

during the session “Philosophy of Timeless Weddings

craft celebrations that reflect
the individuality of each cou-
ple while embodying the
warmth, intuition and legacy
of Taj hospitality.”

Adding a unique and im-
mersive touch to the evening,
guests were invited to a ‘Kitch-
en Party’—an afternoon tea
curation offering a behind-the-
scenes glimpse into the hotel’s
culinary world, pairing Indian
bites with classic English tea
traditions. Set amidst stunning
views, the experience featured

a live showcase of the hotel’s
signature restaurants. House of
Ming presented classics in-
cluding Golden Fried Prawns,
Tofu Pancake, Edamame and
Cheese Dim Sum, and Mapo
Tofu with Jasmine Rice. Varq
showcased regional and sea-
sonal favourites such as Panch-
dhaan  Khichda, Varqui
Khumb, Guntoor Chikki Pa-
neer with Set Dosa, and Sa-
feeda Gosht Biryani. Rick’s
complemented the experience
with its signature bar, serving

Chef Ankit Gaurav with fellow chefs at Hotel Taj Mahal, New Delhi 2

a selection of craft cocktails
and mocktails. The experience
concluded with an indulgent
dessert trolley and chocolate
cart, featuring creations such
as Quinoa and Orange Kheer,
Rasgulla with Coffee Ti-
ramisu, and artisanal chocolate
selections.

For close to five decades,
the hotel has played host to
Timeless Weddings as a cus-
todian of celebrations, creat-
ing experiences that feel both
grand in scale and personal in

EXCLUSIVE DIALOGUE WITH INDUSTRY LEADERS ON THE
EVOLVING LANGUAGE OF LUXURY WEDDINGS IN INDIA

A beautifully decorated wedding
pavilion at Taj Mahal, New Delhi §

spirit. Set in the heart of Lu-
tyens’ Delhi, the re-imagined
Taj Mahal, New Delhi
uniquely combines its histori-
cal grandeur with modern
luxury through elegant ban-
quets, landscaped lawns, ter-
race garden and versatile
event spaces, complemented
by award-winning culinary
experiences, luxury suites, be-
spoke services, wellness of-
ferings through J Wellness
Circle and the hallmark
warmth of Taj hospitality.

ACT TO ACTION SUMMER CAMP 2026 CONCLUDES SUCCESSFULLY ACROSS CITIES

IGNIT ING YOUNG MINDS
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Mentors with participants at Neerja Modi School, Udaipur
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ct To Action
Summer Camp
2026, in collabo-
ration with First
India News as
Media Partner, an innovation-
driven experiential learning ini-
tiative aimed at nurturing future-
ready leaders, concluded suc-
cessfully across Jaipur, Jodhpur
and Udaipur. The Udaipur edi-
tion, held from June 8 to 22 at
Neerja Modi School, Chitrakoot
Nagar, saw enthusiastic partici-
pation by students and received
encouraging responses from
parents and educators.

The camp was organised un-
der the guidance of Principal
Dr Brijraj Singh Baghela and
Director & Coordinator Sakshi
Sojatia. Participants engaged
in entrepreneurship, leader-
ship, communication and prob-
lem-solving activities, while
also presenting startup ideas,
sustainability projects and in-
novative solutions to real-
world challenges. Theatre-
based learning sessions further
enhanced confidence and self-
expression among children.

A major highlight of the

Kritesh Agarwal along with teachers, centre in-charge
and children at sun India Pre School, Gopalbari [

camp was hands-on exposure
to Al and STEM learning
through hydro rocket launches,
innovation challenges, scien-
tific experiments and technolo-
gy-based activities. These ses-
sions were conducted with the
support of Lab of Future, iBig
Wonder, Chitrakala and Act To
Action. The Udaipur chapter
was led by District Head Coor-
dinator Rodri Garg, Co-Head
Prakhar Kapoor, PR Head Ga-
rima Mehta and Core Team
Member Jatin Panwar, along
with a dedicated team of facili-
tators and volunteers.

Act To Action Founder and

Director Kritesh Agarwal said
the initiative aims to equip
children with creativity, criti-
cal thinking, entrepreneurship
and technological awareness.
He also highlighted that the
second phase of the camp was
conducted at Sun India Pre
School, Gopalbari, and Phon-
ictoons Jaipur under the lead-
ership of Ishan Sharma, Nanki
Kandhari and Charu Verma.

The camp was organised in
collaboration with DolT&C
Rajasthan, iStart Rajasthan,
First India News Group, CRE-
DAI Rajasthan and Ananta Ho-
tels & Resorts.

KALA MANTHAN ART SHOWCASE WOMEN EMPOWERMENT INDUSTRY DIALOGUE

The national-level art
exhibition and camp “Kala
Manthan (4th Edition)”
concluded on wWednesday

at chitra International Art
Gallery, Dehradun, marking
a vibrant celebration of

art, culture and creativity.
Artists from across India
participated enthusiastically
in the event, which ran from

June 20. The closing ceremony was graced by Dehradun Mayor Saurabh Thapllyal

as the chief guest, along with Colonel Bharat Bhandari and Prof Bharat Bhushan as
guests of honour. During the event, the prestigious Santosh Smriti Kala-Charcha Srijan
Samman was conferred upon Dr Chandrashekhar Kale (2024) and Surendra Singh
(2025), each receiving 21,000, a citation and a shawl. Organiser Tara Chand Sharma

was praised for successfully hosting the national art initiative.

Industry leaders and

women’s participation
in formal employment
and promoting gender-

Roundtable held at Hotel
Hilton on Wednesday.
organised by IPE Global

policymakers reaffirmed their
commitment to advancing

inclusive workplaces across
Rajasthan during an Industry ﬁ

under the Sheworks initiative,
the consultation brought together key stakeholders, including Rajkumar Meena, Joint Director, Directorate
of Employment, Government of Rajasthan, Rekha Menon, Lead, Wwomen's Economic Liberty, IPE Global,

and Rishav Mandal, Managing Director, Rajasthan Skill and Livelihood Development Corporation (RSLDC).
Speakers highlighted that enhancing women's workforce participation is vital for Rajasthan’s USD 350
billion economy vision by 2030, stressing reforms in safety, hiring, retention and skilling pathways.

€3 MUKESH KIRADOO

JAIPUR WOMAN SCALES EVEREST

NETWORKING MEET IN JAIPUR

Pink Womanlya Club Iaunched its new session 2026 -27 with
a grand Meet & Greet followed by an elegant lunch at Hyatt
Regency Jaipur on Wednesday. The event witnessed the
participation of over 50 women from diverse professional
and social backgrounds, fostering networking and
meaningful interactions. Founder and Director Kanu Mehta
highlighted the club's journey and its mission of empowering
women through collaboration, leadership and community
engagement. The gathering marked renewed commitments,
inspiring conversations and a shared vision for the year
ahead. The session will focus on growth, social initiatives and
strengthening a supportive women's network across Jaipur.

Neelima Arora, a Jaipur-born
mountaineer, has created
history by becoming the world's
first woman with Thalassemia
Minor to summit Mount Everest
(8,849 m), bringing pride to
India. A Silicon Valley Validation
Engineer in California and
mother of two, she had no prior
mountaineering experience
until two and a half years ago,
after knee surgery inspired her to take up the challenge. During
the 50-day expedition, she battled High-Altitude Pulmonary
Oedema three times but continued despite medical advice to
turn back. Having previously climbed peaks like Mont Blan,
Matterhorn and Aconcagua, she reached Everest on May 25,
calling it an emotional triumph.

ICAI DECLARES CA RESULTS

The Institute
of Chartered
Accountants
of India (ICA) &
has declared
the results
of the CA
Intermediate
Examination
held in May 2026. According to ICAI Jaipur Branch Chairman
CA Raja Mordhwaj Sharma, six Jaipur students secured places
in the All India Merit List. Divyansh Jain secured AIR 8 with
487 marks, followed by Jatin (AIR 31, 455), Aastha Goval

(AIR 37, 448), Swasti Somani (AIR 44, 441), Parth Amarnani
(AIR 47, 438) and Hardik Mamodia (AIR 49, 436). Jaipur also
recorded encouraging pass percentages across various
examination groups.
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Designer Kanishka Mosun with Miss Rajasthan 2026 finalists Mansi Rathore,

‘ 2 ¥ \ i LS p - ¥ AN
Bhawana Vaishnav, Kanchan Khatana, Kashish Aswani and Sejal Arora during the Mansi Rathore and Bhawana Vaishnav N ,"’& y 7>
launch of the exclusive bridal collection for the pageant's grand finale &Lﬁlﬁﬂn a cand|d moment 7% %) S Sejal Arora,

The first look of the 28th edition of Rajasthan’s longest-running beauty pageant, Miss Rajasthan 2026, organised by Fusion Group, was unveiled on Tuesday at JKJ Fashion, Malviya Nagar. During
the event, renowned designer Kanishka Mosun launched the exclusive bridal collection that will be showcased at the grand finale of the pageant. Organisers Yogesh Mishra and Nimisha Mishra said
the first-look launch marked the beginning of the final phase of the competition. They informed that a total of three designer looks will be unveiled ahead of the finale. The Top 28 finalists will
wear these specially curated collections while showcasing their talent, confidence and personality on the grand stage. Mentor Nawal Shekhawat said that the final 10-day journey of Miss Rajasthan
2026 will begin with the Talent Round, which will be held at R Chandra Palace on Sikar Road. The finalists will participate in a series of grooming sessions, competitive rounds and activities leading
up to the finale. Miss Rajasthan, now in its 28th edition, continues to provide a prestigious platform for young women from across the state to showcase their talent and pursue their dreams in the
fashion and glamour industry.

CRIEATI\IIE CANVAS

Kashish Aswani

MEET & GREET!

nainting at

Dr Jagdeesh Chandra was greeted by Awanish Kumar Awasthi,
Chief Advisor to Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and
Dr Anmol Ahluwalia, Area Director and GM, Taj Mahal, New Delhi,
during his visit to Hotel Taj Mansingh, Delhi, on Wednesday.

=) @sararts.jpo

F o = Virender Choudhary admires the artworks on display as young artist
Vibrant palntmgs reﬂectlng |mag|natlon emotlons and creatlve expression
COURTESY MEETING! on display at Sara Harsh's solo exhibition, ‘Chitrahaar - Unfolding Towards the Self sara Harsh shares insights into her creative journey and the inspiration _
Ty : i

behind her paintings | ///// /| NIIHIHIHHHL..E
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Poddar, Shyam Sundar Bissa,
Dr Meeta Singh and Reeta Ku-
had, who appreciated Sara’s
artistic vision, creative expres-
sion and dedication towards
art.

The exhibition showcases
Sara’s progression as an artist,
featuring works ranging from
her childhood sketches to

he second and
concluding day
of “Chitrahaar
— Unfolding To-
wards the Self,”
a solo art exhibition by young
artist Sara Harsh, witnessed an

on the occasion of WOrId Olympic Day, Mahipal Smgh Nlmbada enthusiastic response from art paintings created at the age of
President of the Pali Olympic Association and an esteemed lovers at Surekha Art Gallery, 18. More than a display of art-
member of the First India family, paid a courtesy visit to Monika Jawahar Kala Kendra, on works, “Chitrahaar” offers a
Sain, Superintendent of Police, Pali, and presented her with a Wednesday. Visitors continued glimpse into her imagination,
commemorative memento in recognition of her services and to appreciate the exhibition, personal growth and creative
support towards community development initiatives. During the particularly Sara’s abstract art- - . . development.

meeting, discussions were held on promoting sports culture among works that reflect her creative 533 Harsh and Dr Meeta Singh Art enthusiasts, students and
youth, encouraging greater participation in sporting activities and journey and artistic evolution. emerging artists praised the
spreading the core Olympic values of excellence, friendship and Among the prominent visi- extended his best wishes and emotional depth, originality
respect. Both dignitaries emphasised the importance of sports in tors was Virender Choudhary, remarked that her commitment and freedom of expression re-
shaping disciplined, healthy and responsible citizens. Director of First India News, to continuous learning and ar- flected in her creations. The

two-day exhibition served as a
platform to encourage young
talent and celebrate creativity,
individuality and artistic ex-
ploration.

who lauded Sara’s artistic vi- tistic practice is truly inspiring.
CISF EARNS RECERTIFICATION sion, innovative use of colours Among the distinguished
I and unique creative expres- guests who visited the exhibi-

: sion. Appreciating her dedica- tion were art collector and pa-
tion to art at a young age, he tron Abhishek Poddar, Roma

PROF ARORA INSPIRES STUD TS TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

Renowned educationist and motivational
speaker Prof Dr Ramesh K Arora inspired
students, parents and teachers during a
motivational session at the Computex
Auditorium of Adarsh Vidya Mandir (CBSE
English Medium), urging them to pursue
excellence every dav. He described life as
a rainbow of physical, mental, emotional,
spiritual, family, social and professional
growth, while stressing positivity, self-

(L-R) Anshu Harsh, Roma Poddar,
Sara Harsh, Abhishek Poddar and Somendra Harsh

Navdeep Slngh Heera-felmtated IPS Babu Ram

Speaallsts at Mahatma Gandhl Hospital (MGH), Jaipur, Yashpal Bhatia, Tulsi Sangtani and Harnam Singh = discipline, humility and service to society.
The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) has successfully successfully saved the life of an unborn baby by treating Ajay Gupta welcomed the guests, Principal Sunayana Nagpal said the session would quide students and parents and Principal
renewed the prestigious IS0 9001:2015 Quality Management arare and life-threatening fetal heart rhythm disorder, Rajendra Gupta proposed the vote of thanks. The program was attended by management committee members Vandana
System Certification for security operations at Indira Gandhi supraventricular Tachycardia (SVT). The condition was Mehrotra, Ajay Gupta, Rajiv Gupta, Rajan Singh, Tulsi Sangtani and Pt Raj Sharma, along with teachers, students and parents.

International (IGI) Airport, Delhi. The certification was awarded by
global certification body DNV following a comprehensive audit
and is valid from April 14, 2026, to April 13,2029. To mark the
achievement, Navdeep Singh Heera, Chief Security Officer (CS0),
Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL), felicitated Babu Ram, IPS,
DIG/CASO (Chief Aerodrome Security Officer), CISF, and presented

diagnosed in the 25th week of Copies of Vijavi Vyaktitva were presented to attendees.
pregnancy by Dr Prerna Bhat,
Fetal and Pediatric Cardiologist,
after the fetus was found to
have an abnormally high heart
rate, posing a risk of heart

A six-day self-defence camp for girls and women
organised by the Tejaji Nagar Branch of Bharat
Vikas Parishad concluded at Mangalam Ananda

Tl ﬂeu;.:gvgﬁi

the certification. The recertification reaffirms CISF's commitment to failure and intrauterine death. Residential Complex. Around 65 participants aged
maintaining world-class aviation security standards while ensuring The mother was treated with transplacental anti-arrhythmic above 10 years received training from Jaipur

a seamless passenger experience at India's busiest airport. It therapy, restoring the fetal heart rhythm within 72 hours. = Police's Nirbhaya Squad, constables Sheela and
covers security operations at Terminal 1, Terminal 2, Terminal 3, Although the condition recurred at 35 weeks, timely delivery cé" Mamta. The closing ceremony was attended by

as well as cargo and other operational areas. The achievement and post-birth treatment successfully stabilised the newborn, o retired DIG Sunil Bishnoi as the chief guest. Sunil
further strengthens CISF's reputation as one of the world's leading who was discharged in good health. Dr Bhat credited the E Kumar Gupta highlighted the organisation’s
aviation security organisations. Through advanced technology, achievement to the coordinated efforts of the Departments of = activities, while Savita Bhargava and Vijay Laxmi
professionalism and globally benchmarked practices, CISF Obstetrics & Gynaecology and Neonatology, highlighting the [ Srivastava thanked the trainers and participants.
continues to safequard critical national infrastructure and enhance importance of advanced fetal cardiology and multidisciplinary e Devendra Srivastava proposed the vote of thanks.
security standards at the country's premier aviation hub. care in managing such complex cases. =0 The program concluded with the National Anthem.
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