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INDIA STANDS TALL ON
THE WORLD STAGE

India creates history by winning 2 awards at

Oscars 2023; Song ‘Naatu Naatu’ from film RRR
wins ‘Best Original Song’ award, becoming the
first ever Indian song to win in the category.
‘The Elephant Whisperers’ bags award for the |
‘Best Documentary Short Film’ /
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MONI SHARMA

Academy Awards 2023
was held at the Dolby
Theatre in Los Angeles
on Sunday. ‘Naatu Naa-
tu’ from SS Rajamou-
li’s RRR has won the
Oscar in the Best Song category by beating
the other nominees in the category which
included Applause (Tell It Like a Woman),
Hold My Hand (Top Gun Maverick), Lift Me
Up (Black Pather Wakanda Forever), and
This is a Life (Everything Everywhere All
at Once). With this, the film became the
first song from any Indian production to
win the award. It is the second Indian song
to win this prestigious award, after Jai Ho
from Slumdog Millionaire won one in 2009
in the same category.

Another Indian entry in the Academy
Awards ‘The Elephant Whisperers’ also
won an Oscar in the Best Documentary
Short Film category. This 41 minutes short
documentary movie of filmmaker Kartiki
Gonsalves and producer Guneet Monga,
explores the bond between Raghu, an or-
phaned baby elephant, and his caretakers.

The Naatu Naatu craze has been taking
over the Oscars this year. At the very start
of the ceremony, the audience saw a spoof
performance when Jimmy Kimmel was
driven off stage by dancers performing the
Naatu Naatu hookstep.

At the Dolby Theatre on Sunday, the au-
dience also witnessed an energetic perfor-
mance of the song. The performance also
received a standing ovation from the audi-
ence. RRR garnered several US awards,
made it to the BAFTA 2023 longlist in the
Film Not in the English Language category,
won the Golden Globes in the Best Original
Song category, and also bagged the Best
Song at the 28th edition of the Critics
Choice Awards, along with Best Foreign
Language Film, among others.

It is the first time that 3 India-made pro-
ductions earned Oscar nominations and
we brought home 2 awards with huge pride!

Full report on 95th Academy Awards,
Inside Jacket and City First P10-11

EXCEPTIONAL!
INDIA GETTING 2 0SCARS WILL BE
REMEMBERED FOR YEARS: MODI

M Narendra Modi on Monday con-

gratulated the entire team of song Naatu
Naatu for its Oscar win. He said, The popu-
larity of ‘Naatu Naatu’ is global. It will be a
song that will be remembered for years to
come, adding, Congratulations to the entire
team of ‘The Elephant Whisperers’. Their

work wonderfully highlights the importance (L) Kartiki Gonsalves and Guneet Monga pose with the award

(R) MM Keeravaani and Chandrabose accept the award for : Mport
best original song for “Naatu Naatu” from “RRR” at the 95th of sustainable development and living in for best documentary short film for “The Elephant Whisperer”
Academy Awards 2023 in Los Angeles on Sunday. harmony with nature. at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles on Sunday.




First India

www.firstindia.co.in | www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/mumbai | twitter.com/thefirstindia | facebook.com/thefirstindia | instagram.com/thefirstindia

OSCARS 2023

‘EVERYTHING, EVERYWHERE, ALL

AT ONGE’ SWEEPS OFF AWARDS

What its win does suggest
(along with the success of
Top Gun: Maverick), 1s
that audiences are craving
nostalgic cinema that plays
well on the big screen. And
this will excite the kinds of
mega-corporations that
produce indie cinema these
days - they can simply
recycle and combine
material from their

VHS collection

he Academy Awards in 2023
were a less scandalous affair
than last year — although host
Jimmy Kimmel never let us
forget “the slap”, with somany
jokes it was verging on a dead-
horse-beating situation.

In fact it was a relatively
wholesome ceremony, defined
by great sweeps for films All
Quiet On The Western Front
and Everything Everywhere
All At Once. Perhaps the only
“shock” was Angela Bassett
losing Best Supporting Ac-
tress to Jamie Lee Curtis, and
thereby being denied the
chance to “do the thing”.

Here, we summarise the
most important moments
from the 2023 Oscars.

ALL THE LOOKS OF
THE CHAMPAGNE
CARPET
The Oscars 2023 red- K{{f
carpet fashions / 1{i¢>
will spur a rush 3
of activity as
the haute
couture
and de-
signer
looks
are rap-
idly repro-

duced for the knock-
off market. The pil-
lars of European
Haute Couture
were well repre-
sented. The
major players
such as Lou-

is Vuitton Best Actor ‘
Brendan Fraser

SAUDI ARABIA SEES
RELIGIOUS CHANGES

LR ETEL ey
Lot a -
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(Cate Blanchett, Ana de Ar-
mas), Armani Privé (Nicole
Kidman), Dior Haute Couture
(Michelle Yeoh), Valentino
(Florence Pugh), Prada (Cath-
erine Martin), Atelier Ver-
sace (Lady Gaga), floated
across the carpet with all the
feel of Paris fashion week.

KEEPING THE SCORE

There was a sore lack of good
music throughout this year’s
ceremony. The orchestra this
year was invisible, other
than a few short shots of
them leading into commer-
cial breaks and during the
Best Original Score an-
nouncement. They appeared
to be in a conference room
somewhere backstage; just
because one can pipe in a re-
mote orchestra fairly easily
doesn’t mean one should.

-

-

Best Actress

audi Arabia
where Islam’s ho-
liest shrines, Mec-
ca and Medina,

are located has
angered Muslims for intro-
ducing new rules for the
forthcoming holy month of
Ramzan. The new rules which
have upset Muslims prohibit
use of loudspeakers, broad-
cast of prayers on media and
hosting of iftar meals in
mosques. Some of these prac-
tices are followed by Muslims
in India despite several at-
tempts to ban the use of loud-
speakers. Prince Mohammed
bin Salman (MBS) is keen to
take Saudi Arabia on a new
trajectory of softer Islam. The
move is being interpreted as
MBS’ attempt to “push Islam
out of public life”.
There are other rules which

Michelle Yeoh sl

The Academy Awards
in 2023 were a less
scandalous affair than
last year —although host
Jimmy Kimmel never let us
forget “the slap”, with so
many jokes it was
verging on a dead-
horse-beating situation

BRENDAN FRASER, BEST
ACTOR IN LEADING ROLE
With his Oscar win for Best
Actor for The Whale, Brendan
Fraser simply proves some-
thing most of us have known
all along — he’s a great per-
former. If anyone had any
doubts, they simply needed to
watch performances across
his career, from Encino Man
to Gods and Monsters to his
comical cameo as himself in
Dickie Roberts: Former

\ Child Star.

Best S Actress

Saudi Arabia where
Islam’s holiest
shrines, Mecca and
Medina, are located has
angered Muslims for
introducing new rules
for the forthcoming
holy month of Ramzan

some devout find upsetting.
One of the new rules provide
that prayers should not be
prolonged and the congrega-
tion should stick to some sup-
plications. Volumes of loud-
speakers will be kept low bar-
ring those at Mecca and Medi-
na. The other important rule
concerns financial donations.
The rule has banned collec-
tion of financial donations for

— ' Best S Actor
Jamle Lee Curtis \b_ 7. Ke Huy Quan
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MICHELLE YEOH, BEST

LEADING ROLE ACTRESS
Everything Everywhere All
at Once became the biggest
winner at the 95th Academy
Awards - surprising, but also
not so surprising. Cast main-
ly by Asian actors and ac-
tresses, this strangely (some-
times even disturbingly)
funny but also moving com-
edy won most of the major
awards, including Best Lead-
ing Actress and Best Director.

CELEBRITY LEGACY
AT THE OSCARS
The choice of winners for the
acting categories at the 2023
Oscars speaks to a respect for
building celebrity legacy —all
are actors over 50 years of age
and on their first-ever nomi-
nations. Despite the backlash
copped in the year of the
nepo-baby, Jamie Lee Curtis
used her speech to thank her
dedicated fanbase who have
championed her work in ac-
tion and horror
movies.
SOURCE: THE
CONVERSATION

feeding people. The Imam will
be responsible for permitting
a worshipper to stay in the
mosque.

The fundamental changes
have made MBS an unpopu-
lar leader among followers of
Islam. That he has overseen
a crackdown on prominent
clerics also has been decried.
As the monarch envisions a
modern and reformed Saudi
Arabia, changes are aimed at
restructuring religion in a
highly religious, Wahaabi so-
ciety, The changes do not
seem irreversible but are
cause of disquiet because the
country was once known for
its tough religious police and
a sharia-trained judiciary.
The changes have been pos-
sible because MBS may not
be unreasonably committed
to Wahabi teachings.

INDIA’S DAY OF

TRIUMPH ON THE
GLITTERING NITE
OF OSCARS 2023

t was India’s day to-
day. On the field,
Team India retained
the Border-Gavaskar
trophy and qualified
for the World Test Championship
where they will face Australia
again. Bigger honours came in
the form of the prestigious Oscar
awards. On the gala night Natu
Natu, the iconic chartbuster
from the Telugu hit RRR, brought
glory to India. It was not an un-
expected but the joy was greater
given the list of tough challeng-
ers like “Tell it Like a Woman”
and “This is a Life” from Every-
thing, Everywhere All at Once,
“Hold My Hand” (Top Gun) and
“Lift Me Up” (Black Panther: Wa-
kanda Forever).

Elephant Whisperers, which
bagged an Oscar in Best Docu-
mentary Short Film category,
also made country proud. Based
on life of a family bringing up
orphaned elephant calves, it is
an emotional depiction of living
in harmony with nature and fo-
cuses on sustainable develop-
ment. One must not gloss over
the graceful presence of Deepi-
ka Padukone at the big stage.

Hatred does not cease
through hatred at any time.
Hatred ceases through love.

This is an unalterable law.

—Buddha

(W) op TweeTs

Amit Shah
@AmitShah

A landmark day for Indian cinema,
as the ‘Naatu Naatu’ song creates
history by winning the Oscar Award.
Congratulations to Team RRR.
Congratulations to @EarthSpectrum and
@guneetm on their Oscar win for the
short film ‘The Elephant Whisperers’.
The award underlines the potential of
the Indian film industry and will inspire
young film makers.

Anurag Thakur
@ianuragthakur

N
Congratulations for winning the
Academy Award for #BestOriginalSong
at #0scars95! A proud moment for
India as #RRR creates history by
becoming the first Indian production

to bag an #AcademyAwards in the
‘best song’ category!

® Vol 1 ® Issue No. 304
® RNI TITLE NO.
MAHENG/2022/14652
Printed and published by
Anita Hada Sangwan on behalf of
First Express Publishers. Printed at
Dangat Media Pvt Ltd, No.22, Dighe
MIDC, Vishnu Nagar, TTC Industrial
Area, Dighe, Navi Mumbai-400701.
Published at Plot No. 3 Scheme C
of Manglorean Garden Home, CHS
Limited, Survey No. 5, 6C (Part)
Ville Parle East, Mumbai 400057.
Phone 022-46031417.
Editor-In-Chief: Dr Jagdeesh Chandra
Editor: Kartikey Dev Singh
responsible for selection of news
under the PRB Act




OUR EDITIONS:
JAIPUR & MUMBAI

First India

MUMBAI | TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2023 | Pages 12 133.00 RNI TITLE NO. MAHENG/2022/14652 | Vol 1 | Issue No. 304

www.firstindia.co.in
www.firstindia.co.in/epapers/mumbai
twitter.com/thefirstindia
facebook.com/thefirstindia
instagram.com/thefirstindia

Cops detained
Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Sainath
Durge, a close
associate of
Aaditya Thackeray,

in the case
Kartikey Dev Singh

Mumbai: The Maha-
rashtra government
will appoint a SIT to
probe the alleged mor-
phed video of Shiv
Sena MLA Prakash
Surve and the party’s
deputy leader Sheetal
Mhatre, state Minister
Shamburaj Desai said
on Monday in legisla-

tive Assembly, adding
that SIT will be headed
by a senior IPS officer.

Earlier in the day,
Shiv Sena’s Yamini
Jadhav and Manisha
Chowdhary raised the
issue in the House and
sought strict action
against persons who
“morphed” the video
of a public event.

The police have ar-
rested four people, in-
cluding one Vinayak
Davare (26), a social
media state coordina-
tor of the Shiv Sena
UBT faction, the minis-
ter said.

Davare had posted
the “morphed” video
on Facebook, while the
other three had helped
make it viral, he said.

MHATRE MORPHED VIDEO CASE

SIT to probe video; Aadzya fmend three others held

Party’s deputy leader Sheetal Mhatre and Shiv Sena Prakash Surve —FILE PHOTO

Meanwhile, the eo case, an official said
Mumbai police on Mon- here.
day detained Shiv Sena Durge is a close asso-

(UBT) leader Sainath
Durge in connection
with the morphed vid-

ciate of Aditya Thack-
eray.
The four arrested ac-

cused have been re-
manded to police cus-

tody till March 15.

The arrested accused
have been booked un-
der sections 354 (out-

My friend
has been
taken into
custody
in the

£y
Ly
Sheetal V

Mhatre ) L
video ,Lr’
case. He

is fighting and will keep
fighting. Many issues
are being sidelined in
Maharashtra.

—~Aaditya Thackeray

raging a woman’s mod-
esty), 509 (gesture or
act intended to insult
the modesty of a wom-
an), and 500 (defama-
tion) etc of the IPC and
IT Act.

15T DAY OF 2ND PHASE OF THE PARL BUDGET SESSION

Uproar in LS, RS over Rahul Gandhi’s remarks
on democracy, both the Houses adjourned

Moni Sharma

New Delhi:

The second leg of Un-
ion Budget 2023 com-
menced on Monday, af-
ter 1st half being
marred by a series of
disruptions over num-
ber of issues with Hin-
denburg report and
Adani Group issue be-
ing the focal point. Cen-
tre’s top-most priority
this time is to pass the
Finance Bill along with
anumber of other pend-
ing bills. A total of 26
bills in RS and 9 bills in
LS are pending. Both
the Houses, were ad-
journed minutes after
the Budget session be-
gan. After 2nd part of
Budget session got un-
derway, Defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh and
Union minister of Com-
merce & Industry, Con-
sumer Affairs & Food &
Public Distribution and
Textiles Piyush Goyal
demanded an apology
from Rahul Gandhi for
his statement at the
Cambridge University,
where he alleged Indian
democracy was “under
attack”. Full Report on P6

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla conducts proceedings of the House
on the first day of 2nd half of Budget session in Delhi on Monday.

CONG, OPPOSITION PARTIES ASK BJP TO
APOLOGISE FOR REMARKS OVER RAHUL

Malllkarjun Kharge addresses media in presence of Priyanka
Chaturvedi, Sanjay Singh, Raghav Chadha, Elamaram Kareem,
Binoy Viswam & others at Vijay Chowk, in Delhi on Monday.

On Monday, Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge took
out a protest march from Parliament House complex to
Vijay Chowk along with MPs of other Opposition parties,
including those of the BRS, Left parties and AAP, after the
BJP launched an offensive against Senior Congress Leader
Rahul Gandhi for allegedly defaming India by his remarks
on democracy and demanded an apology from him.

Rahul Gandhi, who
is @ member of this
House, insulted India in

London. | demand that his state-
ments should be condemned by
all members of this House and

he should be asked to apologise
before the House.

—Rajnath Singh, Union Minister

The Budget session of Parliament, which
began on Jan 31, to conclude on April 6

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar conducts proceedings
of the House during Budget session of the Parliament on Monday.

| have not taken any
names, if they could
guess who | was

naming to, it clearly shows they
are in wrong, but are refusing to
accept their blunder. PM Modi is
most popular global leader, Oppn
defaming India by going abroad.
—Piyush Goyal, Union Minister

Union Ministers Rajnath Singh and Piyush Goyal speaking in
Lok Sabha on the first day of the second half of the Budget
session of the Parliament in New Delhi on Monday.

RAHUL'S UK “RaGa® ROCKS PARL

Centre unveils
%1,18,500 crore
budget for J&K

® 341,491 crore for devp
® 77,009 cr for revenue

Unlon Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Si-
tharaman on Monday
unveiled Rs 1,18,500
crore budget for Jammu
& Kashmir Union Terri-
tory for the next finan-
cial year. This was the
fourth consecutive
budget of Jammu and
Kashmir to be presented
in the Parliament. The
budgets of 2020-21, 2021-
22, and 2022-23 were also
presented in the Parlia-
ment in absence of an
elected government in
the Union Territory.

“ pee worth over
%130 crore is

in circulation on a pilot
basis as of February 28.

—Nirmala Sitharaman,
Finance minister

Digital or e-ru-

Maha jolt: Thackeray loyalist Subhash Desai's son
- Bhushan Desai - joins CM Shinde-led Shiv Sena

Bhushan Desai
was Inducted into
the Shiv Sena fold

in the presence of
CM Shinde

First India Bureau

Mumbai: Senior Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sub-
hash Desai’s son Bhush-
an Desai joined Maha-
rashtra CM Eknath
Shinde-led faction of
the party on Monday,
dealing a jolt to the rival
camp.

Terming the develop-
ment as distressing, the
Desai senior (80), a key
aide of former chief

minister Uddhav
Thackeray, said his
son’s move will not in
any way change his loy-
alty towards the party
and Thackeray family.

Bhushan Desai had
no role in politics or
Shiv Sena (UBT), the oc-
togenarian leader said,
seeking to downplay his
son’s entry into the rul-
ing outfit which has
been allotted the party
name and the ‘bow and
arrow’ poll symbol by
the Election Commis-
sion.

Bhushan Desai was
inducted into the Shiv
Sena fold in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Shinde.

-

&

W

The development is
being viewed in politi-
calcirclesas ajolt tothe
Thackeray-led camp be-
cause of the Desai sen-
ior’s closeness to the
Thackerays.

The entry of
m my son Bhush-

an Desai into
the Shinde group today
is painful for me. He has
no business in Shiv
Sena or politics. That's
why his joining any
party will not have any
effect on Shiv Sena
(UBT). My loyalty to
Matoshree will remain
unwavering.

—Subhash Desai

Those who
m want to go to

the washing

machine must
go. Subhash Desai is
with us. He is with Ud-
dhao Thackeray round
the clock. He will not
leave use. Bhushan Desai
has nothing to do with
Shiv Sena and let him go
wherever he wants.

—aAaditya Thackeray, Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader

What will I say on Aditya Thackeray’s statement about me? I'm too
young. If we get the information then it will be understood whether I
have any relation with Shiv Sena or not? I sided with Eknath Shinde
because I understood the difference between Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
and this Shiv Sena. I do not think it is a washing machine, I have joined
hands with the development workers.

—Bhushan Desai

IF YOU START THIS GAME,

WE CAN FINISH IT: RANE

First India Bureau

Mumbai: The objectionable video has heated the
political atmosphere in the state and various politi-
cal reactions have started coming out. Meanwhile,
MLA Nitesh Rane has targeted the Thackeray faction
with this video and said, “The morphed video of
Sheetal Mhatre has gone viral. A complaint has

been registered in this regard and according to that
complaint it has come to the fore that Manas Kuwar
and Ashok Mishra are behind the viral video. Both of
them are office bearers of the Thackeray faction. The
mastermind behind making this video viral is sitting
in Kalanagar. If he is a worker of the Yuva Sena, then
the head of Yuva Sena should give an explanation in
this regard.” Speaking further on the matter, Rane
said, “The practice of defaming those who deserted
him (Uddhav) has been going on for a long time.
Also, it’s not like only you can create morph videos.
If you start this game, we can finish it. We will also
release some videos after 7.30 pm. We also have

some videos from June 8.”

PLEAS SEEKING RECOGNITION
OF SAME-SEX MARRIAGES...

SC refers to 5-judge
Constitution bench,
hearing on April 18

First India Bureau

New Delhi: The SC on
Monday referred peti-
tions seeking recogni-
tion for same sex mar-
riages to a five-judge
Constitution bench that
will start hearing the
matter from 18 April.
On Monday, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
— arguing for Centre —
said right to love, ex-
pression and freedom of
choice was already up-
held & no one was inter-
fering with that right,
but that did not mean
right of marriage. Me-
hta said question would
arise on adoption, and
therefore, Parliament
would have to assess the
child’s psychology.

We are of

the view that

it would be
appropriate if the issues
raised are resolved by the
bench of five judges of
this court with due regard
to A 145(3) of the Con-
stitution. Thus, we direct
it to be placed before a
Constitution bench.

—DY Chandrachud, CJI
“ ernment is not
against personal
freedom and choice of cit-
izens but since the matter
involves the institution
of marriage, it is a policy
matter that merits serious
discussion.
—Kiren Rijiju,
Union Minister for
Law and Justice

The Central gov-

OTHER COURT ORDERS OF THE DAY

® The Supreme Court on
Monday said the Ministry
of Defence cannot take law
in its own hands by issuing
communication on payment
of One Rank-One Pension
(OROP) arrears in four
installments. A bench of

CJI DY Chandrachud sked
the ministry to immediately
withdraw its January 20
communication, which said
OROP arrears will be paid in
four installments.

® SC dismissed petitions
against Allahabad HC’s 2017
judgment directing removal
of a mosque from HC. Bench
observed that petitioners had
no right over disputed land,
it was for a public purpose.

® The SC sought a response
from Gujarat govt on plea filed
by TMC spokesperson Saket
Gokhale seeking bail in case
related to misuse of money
collected from crowdfunding.

BORDER-GAVASKAR TROPHY

INDIA WIN SERIES 2-1 AS
ATH TEST IN A'BAD ENDS
IN DRAW; WTC FINAL NEXT

0 n an uneventful day of
cricket, India qualified
for the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) final

and clinched the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy for 4th
successive time after 4th and
final match against Australia
ended in a drab draw, here

on Monday. India’s spot in
WTC final against Australia
was locked before the post-
lunch session when Sri
Lanka lost the Christchurch
Test to NZ by 2 wickets as
Williamson’s magnificent
100 steered his side to one
of most thr||||ng wins in Test.

India’s skipper Rohit Sharma being presented with Border-
Gavaskar Trophy 2023 by former cricketer Sunil Gavaskar.
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Council adjourned hl‘leﬂy over suspension demand

Members of
Opposition bench
demanded the
suspension of a
‘corrupt’ state
Cooperation Dept
official in House

First India Bureau

Mumbai: After an up-
roar by Opposition
bench legislators, the
Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council was ad-
journed for 20 minutes
on Monday morning.
The MLCs demanded
suspension of a Coop-
eration Department of-
ficial facing corruption
charges, but state min-
ister Atul Save rejected

‘Farmers

First India Bureau

Aurangabad: Agricul-
ture Minister Abdul
Sattar has said that
farmers committing
suicide is not a new is-
sue and such incidents
had been happening for
many years.

Sattar made the state-
ment while responding
to a query by reporters
who sought his com-
ment on suicides com-
mitted by farmers in
his constituency, Sillod,
in Aurangabad district
recently.

“The issue of farmer
suicide is not new. Such
incidents are happen-

the demand citing an
ongoing inquiry.

Afterthe Council reas-
sembled after 20 minutes
at around 11.50 am, the
minister announced that
the official is being sent
on compulsory leave.

The issue was raised
by Shiv Sena - Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray
legislator Narendra Da-
rade alleging that an as-
sistant registrar was
allegedly converting a
cooperative industrial
society into a housing
society.

Supporting him, Con-
gress MLC Bhai Jagtap
said, “The state govern-
ment should suspend
the concerned official
immediately and com-
plete the inquiry
against him. (The offi-
cial) Ashish Deshpande

MVA legislators protesting at the Vidhan Bhavan last week.

is infamous for bypass-
ing laws. He has faced
allegations of corrupt
practices during his

committing SUICIde

ing for many years. I
feel suicides by farmers
should not take place
anywhere in Maharash-
tra, including my con-
stituency,” said Sattar.
According to reports,
two farmers in Sillod
took their own lives be-

Former state minister
Hasan Mushrif moves HC
against E PMLA case

First India Bureau

Mumbai: On Monday,
Hasan Mushrif, former
Maharashtra minister
and Nationalist Con-
gress Party leader;, filed a
petition in the Bombay
High Court to dismiss
the money laundering
case that was filed
against him by the En-
forcement Directorate.
Mushrif, MLA from
Kolhapur’s Kagal As-
sembly constituency,
served as rural develop-
ment minister in the pre-
vious Maha Vikas Agha-
di (MVA) government.
The ED alleged that
there was a suspicious
flow of several crore ru-
pees from two compa-
nies to Sar Senapati San-
taji Ghorpade Sugar Fac-
tory Ltd, where Mush-
rif’s sons Navid, Aabid,
and Sajid are directors
or stakeholders. This oc-
curred despite the com-
pany not having a sub-
stantial business, it said.
A division bench
headed by Justice Re-
vati Mohite Dere agreed
to hear the petition on
Tuesday.
In his plea, Mushrif,

Seeks quashing
of ECIR
registered by the
agency; alleges
conspiracy to
‘destroy political
career, wreak
vengeance’

said he was targeted by
his political rivals
spearheaded by
Bharatiya Janata Party
leader Kirit Somaiya.

The petition sought to
quash and set aside the
ECIR registered by the
ED alleging it was ‘“noth-
ing but a result of a mo-
tivated conspiracy indi-
cating clear ill-intent so
as to negatively affect
the ever-rising political
career of the petitioner”.

“It is common knowl-
edge as to how in recent
times the office of En-
forcement Directorate
is used to wreak politi-
cal vengeance and ei-
ther severely damage or
completely destroy po-
litical careers,” the plea
alleged.

tween March 03 and
March 12, allegedly due
tofinancial strain. How-
ever, sources suggest
that the actual number
of farmer suicides in
the Aurangabad district
of Marathwada during
this time frame was six.

various postings.”

The minister said
since inquiries are un-
derway against Desh-

—FILE PHOTO

pande, the state govern-
ment cannot suspend
him.

Unhappy with the re-

IS not a new Issue’

X300/100KG AID FOR ONION FARMERS

Mumbai: The government has decided to provide
ex-gratia relief of Rs300 per quintal to onion farmers
who are facing financial loss due to severe decline
in onion prices. The announcement was made by
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde in the state Legislative
Assembly on Monday. The decline in onion prices is
due to an increase in onion production. Onion is an
important crop in the state and the state’s decision
is expected to provide relief to farmers.

In response to these
tragic events, a commit-
tee led by the Agricul-
ture Commissioner has
been established to in-
vestigate the root caus-
es. On Sunday, Sattar
visited Sillod to assess
the damage caused by

recent unseasonal rains
on local crops.

The minister said the
government will work
on the recommenda-
tions of the committee
once it submits reports
on the farmers taking
the extreme step.

Farmers-workers march: Delegation
set to meet Maha CM Shinde today

Nashik (PTI): Leaders
of a farmers-workers
march that started from
Dindori in Nashik will
meet Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde in Mum-
bai on Tuesday, one of
the organizers said on
Monday.

The march, organ-
ised by the Communist
Party of India (Marxist),
started on Sunday and
more than 10,000 partici-

pants reached Sarul here
during the day.

“We will meet Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
at the Mantralaya to-

morrow. Former MLA
JP Gavit who is leading
the march, Ajit Nawale,
state general secretary
of AllIndia Kisan Sabha
will be part of the dele-
gation,” said Centre of
Indian Trade Unions
(CITU) national vice
president DL Karad.

The protesters met
district Guardian Min-
ister Dada Bhuse as
well.

UNFORTUNATE

The state goo-
m ernment should
suspend the
concerned official imme-
diately and complete the
inquiry against him.
(The official) Ashish
Deshpande is infamous
Jfor bypassing laws. He
has faced allegations of
corrupt practices during
his various postings.
—aBhai Jagtap,
Congress MLC

sponse, the Opposition
members raised slo-
gans against the gov-
ernment.

“The state govern-
ment is afraid of an of-
ficial who is infamous
for corrupt practices.
Deshpande has even
violated the directives
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COUNCIL PASSES BILL TO HIKE NUMBER
OF CO-OPTED MEMBERS IN CIVIC BODIES

Mumbai (PTI): The Maharashtra Legislative Council
on Monday passed amendments to the Mumbai
Municipal Corporation Act and Maharashtra Mu-
nicipal Corporation Act to increase the number of
co-opted members in civic bodies. As per the bill

tabled by minister Uday Samant, the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation can co-opt as members
10 persons, up from the present five, while other
civic bodies will be allowed 10% of the councillor
strength or 10 persons, whichever is less. Con-
gress MLC Abhijeet Wanjari opposed the amend-
ments saying the process would be used to lure
councillors and influence their decisions.

of the Bombay High
Court in the past. De-
spite his notorious be-
haviour, why is the state
government Kkneeling
before him?” Jagtap
asked.

Save, however, re-
mained firm on not sus-
pending Deshpande.

“If I suspend him, he
will go to MAT and ob-
tain a stay. There is no
value to such suspen-
sion orders,” he said.

Amid continuous slo-
ganeering by Opposi-
tion members, the
Council was adjourned
for twenty minutes.

First India Bureau

Mumbai: Nationalist
Congress Party MLC
Amol Mitkari on Mon-
day assured the Maha-
rashtra  Legislative
Council he would be
careful henceforth af-
ter writing a letter
about an unknown per-
son entering the House,
who turned out to be
Bharatiya Janata Party
MLC Ramesh Karad.

He also denied leak-
ing information about
the issue to the media.

In his letter to Coun-
cil Deputy Chairper-
son Neelam Gorhe,
Mitkari had claimed
an unknown person
entered the Legisla-
tive Council and sat on
a chair.

Later, the images of
a person standing
near the lift had gone
viral.

Gorhe, speaking in
the Council, said, “The
unknown person was
BJP MLC Ramesh
Karad. I am surprised
Mitkari did not recog-
nize him.”

However, BJP MLC

Mitkari expresses ‘regret’ for
alarm over ‘unknown’ man

Amol Mitkari —FILE PHOTO 5.5

Pravin Darekar, who is
also leader of the
House, berated Mitkari
and sought his apology.
“Mitkari should ex-
press regret for unnec-
essarily causing an-
noyance to the securi-
ty and police person-
nel as well as spread-
ing panic in the state.
He has done similar
gimmicks in the Nag-
pur session as well,
where he videoed
some place and
claimed it was the
PWD  guesthouse,”
Darekar said.
Assuring the Coun-
cil about being careful
henceforth, Mitkari
said, “I honestly did
not recognize Karad.
He was wearing a blue

He wrote to Council
dy chair and informed
her about a man near
the lifts; failed to
recognize BJP MLC
Ramesh Karad

shirtandIasked a cou-
ple of other members
in the House but none
of them recognized
him. Hence, I wrote a
letter to Gorhe asking
her to ascertain the
identity of the un-
known person.”

“I will take extra
precaution henceforth
when it comes to rais-
ing such concerns,”
Mitkari said in the
Council.

25,681 students across Maha lost their
parents in COVID-19 pandemic: Centre

Highest numbers
recorded 1n
Kolhapur district,
followed by Pune
and Mumbai

First India Bureau

New Delhi: The Union
Ministry of Education
on Monday revealed
that as many as 25,681
students across Maha-
rashtra lost their par-
ents during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic till Au-
gust 2021.

Annpurna Devi, Min-
ister of State in the Min-
istry of Education, in a
written response in the
Lok Sabha said that out
of the 25,681 students,
13,025 students are boys
and 12,656 are girls.

On numbers in Mum-
bai, the MoS said that

2,822 students lost their
parents to the pandem-
ic, among whom, 1,405
were boys and 1,417
were girls.

Students in Aurang-
abad (1,427), Kolhapur
(6,833), Latur (453), Am-
ravati (2,454), Nagpur
(4,447), Pune (5,776), and
Nashik (1,469) also be-
came bereaved dur-
ing the pandemic.

Devi was re-
sponding to a
question listed by
Member of Par-
liament from
Maharash-
tra’s Os-
manabad
(now Dhar-

- Q

ashiv) constituency,
Omprakash Bhupalsin-
gh alias Pavan.

He had also enquired
about government’s
plans to formulate any
scheme to provide free
education to these stu-

mm A

dents under the Right
to Education Act.

In response, MoS
Devi said, “During the
challenging circum-
stances of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the
Ministry of Education
made efforts to contin-
ue the education of the
students through multi-
ple alternative ways,
while ensuring safety
and well-being of the
students.”

The Ministry, in
itsresponse, noted
that as per gov-
ernment notifi-
cation of January
25, 2023, COVID-
w 19-affected
chil-

BIG NUMBERS
v

In Mumbai, the

MoS said that 2,822
students lost their
parents to the pan-
demic, among whom,
1,405 were boys and
1,417 were girls. Stu-
dents in Aurangabad
(1,427), Kolhapur
(6,833), Latur (453),
Amravati (2,454),
Nagpur (4,447), Pune
(5,776), and Nashik
(1,469) also became
bereaved due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

dren (whose parents ei-
ther both or single died
due to infection caused
in between 1st April
2020 to 31st March 2022)
are included in the rule
of the Maharashtra
Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory
Education Rule, 2013.

CRUCIAL READ

TEACHER SHOWS
OBSCENE VIDEOS
TO STUDENTS, HELD

Gondia: A 52-year-old
teacher of a primary school
in Gondia district has been
arrested for allegedly show-
ing obscene videos to girl
students in his class, police
said on Monday. As per
the complaint, the accused
had allegedly shown some
obscene videos to eight
girls studying in Class V
and also touched them in-
appropriately, he said. The
girls informed their par-
ents, who approached the
school principal, the official
said. Based on a complaint,
an offence under relevant
sections has been lodged
against the teacher.

THANE: 9K INMATES
IN JAILS DESPITE
3.7K CAPACITY

Thane: As many as 9,284
inmates were lodged in dif-
ferent jails of Thane district,
as against their official
capacity at 3,794, a report
by the state Prisons Depart-
ment revealed on Monday.
The Taloja Central prison
has a capacity to hold 2,124
prisoners, but it is currently
holding 2,848 inmates,
stated a report. Additionally,
despite having space for
only 60 female inmates, jails
are holding 290 women.
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Mumbai sizzles at 39.4°C

City records
highest temp in
country for the
second time in
March; delayed
or absent sea
breeze to blame,
says IMD

First India Bureau

Mumbai: For the sec-
ond time this month,
Mumbai recorded the
highest maximum tem-
perature in the country
at 39.4 degrees Celsius
on Sunday, said the In-
dia Meteorological De-
partment (IMD).

The weather author-
ity attributed the rise in
mercury to absent or
delayed sea breeze.

Notably, the IMD had
warned of a heatwave
on Sunday and Monday.

The Santacruz obser-
vatory (located in sub-
urbs) and the Colaba
observatory (located at
the southern tip of is-
land city)—around
19km apart—recorded
temperatures of 39.4 de-
grees Celsius and 35.8
degrees Celsius, respec-
tively, on Sunday.

“This is for the sec-
ond time this month
that Mumbai has re-
corded the highest max-
imum temperature in
the country. On March
06, Santacruz (observa-
tory) recorded 39.1 de-
grees Celsius, also the
highest in the country
(that day). On Sunday,
the city recorded 39.4
degrees Celsius,” said
IMD scientist Rajendra
Jenamani.

According to the
IMD, the highest Mum-
bai temperature in
March was 41.3 degrees
Celsius recorded at the

On March 06, Mumbai recorded temperature of 39.1 degrees

Celsius. —FILE PHOTO

Santacruz observatory
on March 17, 2011. Sev-
en years later, the me-
tropolis (Santacruz ob-
servatory) had recorded
41 degrees Celsius on
March 26, 2018.

The IMD scientist
said the temperature
recorded in the coastal
Konkan region, which
encompasses Mumbai,

was four to six degrees
Celsius above normal
on March 12.

This was also ob-
served between March
05 and 07 when the
temperature was five
to seven degrees above
normal, Jenamani
added.

“Normally, Konkan
witnesses low tempera-

RECORD TEMP

According to the
India Meteorologi-
cal Department, the
highest Mumbai
temperature in March
was 41.3 degrees
Celsius recorded at
the Santacruz obser-
vatory on March 17,
2011. Seven years
later, the metropolis
(Santacruz observa-
tory) had recorded 41
degrees Celsius on
March 26, 2018.

tures during this time
because of the sea
breeze between 11.30
am and 1 pm. However,
in the last seven to ten
days the sea breeze has
been absent or delayed
because of the domi-
nant easterly winds
which have resulted in
high temperatures,” he
said.

05 =

MUMBAI | TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2023

Western Railway finishes
Gokhale Bridge demolition
recanstructmn underwa y

First India Bureau

Mumbai: The
Gokhale Bridge in
Mumbai’s Andheri
West has been com-
pletely demolished
three months after
the dismantling pro-
cess began. The West-
ern Railway carried
out the last leg of the
demolition from Sat-
urday night until
early Sunday morn-
ing, said officials.

The entire location
will be handed over to
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corpora-
tion within days.

The BMC has al-
ready started the re-
construction process
and plans to make
two lanes of the
bridge operational

for traffic before the
end of May 2023. The
entire bridge, which
is on one of the busi-
est routes in the sub-
urb, is expected to be
open to the public by
September this year.
The bridge was
closed in November
last year after struc-
tural audits declared
it dilapidated and be-
yond repair. The BMC
shut it down fully on
November 07 due to

The new structure is
expected to be open

to the public by
September this year

safety concerns. The
closure has caused
heavy traffic snarls in
Andheri, and the
city’s residents have
been demanding that
the authorities expe-
dite the work.

HC restrains MSHRC over Mahalaxrm racecourse matter Man accused of smoking
and unruly behaviour on

Air India flight gets ball

Mumbai (PTI): The
Bombay High Court has
restrained the Maha-
rashtra State Human
Rights Commission
(MSHRC) from hearing a
matter pertaining to the
lease renewal of Mum-
bai’s Mahalaxmi Race-
course.

The court observed
that it was “prima facie
unable to see” how the
commission could have
taken suo motu (on its

own) cognizance of
such an issue.

A division bench of
Justices Gautam Patel
and Neela Gokhale
passed the order on
March 08 on a petition
filed by the principal
secretary of the Maha-
rashtra govt’s Urban De-
velopment Department
(UDD) against the order
passed by the commis-
sion on February 17.

The MSHRC in an or-

CRUCIAL READ

HAZARDOUS ITEMS
WORTH %1.23 CR
SEIZED BY COPS

Thane: A police raid on a
godown in Thane district
resulted in the seizure of
hazardous materials worth
Rs1.23 crore on Sunday
evening. The godown,
located in Purna village,
Bhiwandi, was found to

be storing the materials
without the necessary per-
missions. A Narpoli police
station official confirmed
the seizure and stated

that the materials posed

a potential danger. “The
godown’s owner has been
booked under the Environ-
ment Protection Act and
The Manufacture, Storage
and Import of Hazardous
Chemical Rules but is yet
to be arrested,” he said.

FLAMES ENGULF
FURNITURE
GODOWN IN MUM

Mumbai: A level three fire
(major emergency call)
broke out in a furniture
godown situated in
Jogeshwari, a suburb of
Mumbai on Monday morn-
ing. Thankfully, there were
no casualties reported.
The fire erupted at around
11.00 am in the Ghas
Compound in Jogesh-
wari, according to Fire
Brigade officials. At least
12 fire engines, six jumbo
tankers, ambulances,

and senior Fire Brigade
officials rushed to the
spot. “The fire is confined
to the furniture market,”
an official said, adding the
cause of the fire is yet to
be ascertained.

CISF OFFICIAL FOILS BID TO SMUGGLE OUT
%1.55 CR IN HAND BAGGAGE AT AIRPORT

Mumbai: A Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) officer
at the Mumbai Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport foiled a bid to smuggle foreign currency by inter-
cepting the suspect passengers, leading to the seizure of
Rs1.55 crore concealed in their hand baggage. CISF staff at
integrated security held three members of a Mumbai family,
a man, his wife and his sister-in-law, who were travelling

to Bangkok on Saturday night with baggage that consisted
of bulky wedding gifts. “A detailed physical examination
after X-ray screening led to the recovery of US$1.90 lakh
concealed in the hand baggage of the family of three Indian
passengers,” confirmed a senior GISF officer.

MAJOR FIRE IN
MUMBAI SLUMS;
NOBODY HURT

Mumbai: A major fire
broke out in slums in
suburban Malad on
Monday afternoon, but no
casualty was reported, a
Fire Brigade official said.
The level 3 (major) fire
engulfed slums located in
the Appa Pada locality and
efforts were on to douse
the flames, he said. Smoke
billowing out of the area
could be seen from several
kilometres away. Accord-
ing to the official, fire ten-
ders, jumbo water tankers
and other equipment were
engaged in controlling the
blaze. An ambulance has
been also stationed at the
site. No details were im-
mediately available on the
cause of the fire.

TRESPASSERS
CAUSE MINOR FIRE
AT DISUSED HOSP

Thane: Four hospital

beds and some medical
equipment were damaged
in a minor fire allegedly
triggered by unidentified
persons at a defunct hospi-
tal in Thane district, police
said on Monday. Four uni-
dentified individuals gained
access to the premises by
using the fire exit located at
the back. While inside, they
were observed smoking
and consuming alcoholic
beverages. As a result of
the cigarette butts, a small
fire erupted and caused
damage to four hospital
beds and some medical
equipment. A case under
Section 448 of the Indian
Penal Code has been reg-
istered.

-

der had imposed a cost
of Rs10,000 each on the
state’s chief secretary,
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Mahalaxml racecourse in Mumbai.

—FILE PHOT0

the BMC commissioner,
the principal secretary,
UDD and others for

Return baby to biological
mom: Court to adopters

First India Bureau

Mumbai: A civil court
has directed adoptive
parents to hand over a
boy to his biological
mother, who was unwed
when she gave him up
for adoption in 2021.

The mother, who had
later married the child’s
father, had approached
the court to take custo-
dy of her then-one-year-
old infant.

The adoptive parents
opposed the plea, but
the court observed that
they had not provided
reliable evidence to es-
tablish that the child
was validly given in
adoption. Their adop-

Most SC/S T IT'T-B students wary of

With a total 388
SC/ST students,
nearly one-third
of them do not
feel comfortable
openly
discussing their
caste identity on
campus: Report

First India Bureau

Mumbai: A survey con-
ducted by IIT Bombay’s
Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe (SC-ST)
student cell last year has
revealed that nearly
one-third of the 388 SC/
ST students did not feel
comfortable openly dis-
cussing their caste iden-
tity on campus.

Details from the Feb-

tion petition was dis-
missed and they have
requested a stay to file
an appeal.

The biological moth-
er had said that she had
run into a baby-selling
racket and was advised
to approach an NGO for
help. She added that af-
ter the adoptive parents
refused custody, she
was forced to move to
court for her child.

ruary 2022 survey-which
are yet to be released of-
ficially by the institu-
tion-have not been pre-
viously reported.
Around 131 students
(33.8%) said they could
talk about their caste
only among “very
close” friends, while
only 27 students (7.2%)
felt unafraid to discuss
caste in their “extended
friends” circles.

their failure to submit
facts about the renewal
of the lease of the Ma-
halaxmi Racecourse.
The high court stayed
any further enquiry or
hearing of proceedings
in the matter before the
commission, pending
the final disposal of the
government’s petition.
“We are prima facie
unable to see how such
an action is maintaina-
ble before the State Hu-

man Rights Commission
or how it could have been
initiated suo motu. We,
therefore, grant interim
relief,” the court said.

The commission had
initiated proceedings on
the issue of non-renewal
of the lease of the Mum-
bai Racecourse land.

The racecourse was
given to the Royal West-
ern India Turf Club
(RWITC) in May 1994 on
a lease.

Thane court denies default
bail to MCOCA accused

First India Bureau

Thane: The Thane dis-
trict court has rejected
default bail to 16 persons,
including a man and his
two sons, arrested on the
charge of attempt to
murder and Arms Act
and slapped with the
stringent Maharashtra
Control of Organized
Crimes (MCOC) Act.

Special court judge
Amit Shete noted the
applicants do not have
any indefeasible right
of bail.

The copy of the order
passed on March 06,
was made available on
Monday.

The term “very close
friend” implies some-
one from the respond-
ents’ own social back-
ground. Effectively, this
indicates that almost
245 (63.2%) of respond-
ents were not comfort-
able talking about caste
identity openly.

“The number maps
how hostile, insensitive
and unsafe a place IIT
Bombay is for SC/ST stu-

He had allegedly
attacked a man in Nov
last year to stop him
from contesting

KDMC polls
A

Lawyers represent-
ing the applicants re-
quested default bail say-
ing the charge sheet
had already been filed.

Special Public Prose-
cutor Vinit A Kulkarni
opposed the application,
saying the accused do
not deserve bail as the
prosecution had fol-
lowed all procedures to
file a charge sheet in the
stipulated period.

dents,” noted the report.
It further stated that
the immediate task be-
fore the celland IIT is to
make the institution “a
safe and secure space
and to build the confi-
dence of students so
that they can openly as-
sert their identity and
seek redressal in case
of discrimination”.
The survey report
also noted that 83

First India Bureau

Mumbai (PTI): A
34-year-old US citizen
booked for allegedly
smoking on board an
Air India flight and un-
ruly behaviour towards
the crew was granted
bail by a court here on
Monday, police said.
“The man, who is of In-
dian origin and holds a
US passport, was pro-
duced in Andheri court
and was granted bail on
a surety of Rs20,000. He
will be released once he
deposits this amount,”
the Sahar police station
official said.

He was charged un-
der Section 336 (whoev-

er does any act sorashly
or negligently as to en-
danger human life or
the personal safety of
others) and other provi-
sions of the Indian Pe-
nal Code and Aircraft
Act, the official added.
The passenger was
found smoking in the
lavatory of London-
Mumbai flight AI130 on
March 10 and behaved
in an unruly manner
with the crew after they
were alerted by the
smoke alarm and threw
the cigarette from his
hand, the official said.
The airline officials
handed him over to po-
lice when the flight
landed in Mumbai.

mentioning caste’

e Of the 134 respondents, almost half (48.1 %)
said that either the SC/ST student cell or the
students wellness centre (SWC) could ap-
proach them. However, 22.2% were apprehen-

sive about both.

e Almost one-fourth of the respondents filled in
the comments section of the survey. Many stu-
dents conveyed that they did not fill the survey
form because it mentioned SWC, which, they
felt, was biased against them.

(21.6%) students re-
sponded with a ‘yes’
when asked if they
feared any backlash
from students/faculty
if they spoke about
caste discrimination.
Ninety-nine (25.5%) re-
sponded with a ‘maybe’
while the rest said ‘no’.

Clearly, a significant
number of students do
not feel safe discussing
caste-based discrimina-

tion, a fact that bears
repetition in the context
of the recent death of
Dalit student Darshan
Solanki.

Dheeraj Singh, a for-
mer research associate
at IIT-B who is mobiliz-
ing IIT alumni and fac-
ulty for SC/ST welfare,
said it was clear that 20
to 25% of all students
were at risk for mental
illness or suicide.
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BUDGET SESSION OF PARLIAMENT

PV MODI HOLDS MEETING WITH TOP
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WIINISTERS T0 DISGUSS STRATEGY

Qi I

BUDGET
SESSION

New Delhi (Agencies):
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday
held a meeting with his
top ministers to formu-
late the government’s
strategy ahead of the
second part of the
Budget session.

Later in the day, the
parliamentary proceed-
ings were stalled follow-
ing uproarious scenes
in Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha over Rahul Gan-
dhi’s “democracy un-
der attack” remarks in
the UK, with senior BJP
ministers seeking an
apology over the com-
ments and the Congress
countering it with its
JPC demand on the
Adani issue.

While in Lok Sabha,
Defence Minister and
Deputy Leader of the
House Rajnath Singh
and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi led the govern-
ment’s charge against
Gandhi, Union minis-
ter Piyush Goyal in Ra-
jva Sabha demanded
that Gandhi’s state-
ments be condemned by
the Upper House.

Earlier in the day, a
meeting of Congress
MPs under the chair-
manship of party presi-

Lok Sabha proceedlngs underway on the first day of second phase of the Budget Sessmn of the Parliament, in New Delhi on Monday.

16 PARTIES TAKE PART IN OPPOSITION
LEADERS’ MEET CHAIRED BY KHARGE

New Delhi (ANI): Sixteen
parties participated in the
Opposition party lead-
ers’ meeting chaired by
Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge in Parliament

on Monday to decide

the strategy for Budget
session.Indian National
Congress; Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam(DNVK),
Janata Dal (U); Aam Admi

dent Mallikarjun
Kharge took place at the
party’s Parliamentary
Party (CPP) office in
Parliament to chalk out
the strategy. Former
Congress president So-
nia Gandhi, Kharge and

Party; Communist Party

of India (Marxist); Kerala
Congress, Rashtriya Lok
Dal; Nationalist Congress
Party; Communist Party of
India; Indian Union Muslim
League; Shiv Sena (Ud-
dhav Thackeray); Maruma-
larchi Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, Revolutionary
Socialist Party; Rashtriya
Janata Dal; Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha and the NC.

West Bengal Congress
president Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury are present
in the meeting.

The Lok Sabha Sabha
and Rajya Sabha mem-
bers of the Congress
also participated in the

CONG: PM GOT ‘DRUMBEATERS’ TO GET PARL
ADJOURNED TO AVOID JPC ON ADANI ISSUE

New Delh (PTI): The Con-
gress on Monday posed
fresh questions about Vi-
nod Adani’s alleged network
of shell companies engaged
in “opaque” financial trans-
actions, and claimed that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi got his “drumbeaters”
to get Parliament adjourned
so that the demand for JPC
into the Adani issue is not
raised. Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
said Adani Group has
repeatedly brushed aside
questions about Vinod
Adani, elder brother of
conglomerate’s chairperson
Gautam Adani, claiming
that he is uninvolved with
group management and

Congress Parliamenta-
ry Party meeting to de-
cide the strategy for
Budget session.

The second leg of
Budget session re-
sumed after a month-
long recess. The recess

' B
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decision-making, but fresh
disclosures show this to

be a “laughable deception”.
The Opposition has been
persistent in its attack on
the government, weeks af-
ter Adani Group stocks took
a beating on the bourses in
the wake of US-based short
seller Hindenburg Research
making a litany of allega-
tions, including fraudulent
transactions.

was for enabling the
department-related Par-
liamentary Standing
Committees to examine
the demands for grants
and make reports relat-
ing to their ministries
or departments.

MIN GIRIRAJ SINGH
DEMANDS SEDITION
CASE AGAINST RaGa
New Delhi (ANI): Union
Minister Giriraj Singh on
Monday urged for a sedition
case to be filed against Rahul
Gandhi for allegedly insulting
the Parliament during his
recent visit to the United
Kingdom.“Rahul Gandhi in
London said that MPs were
not allowed to speak in
Parliament. This is an insult
to Lok Sabha. The Speaker
should take action against
him on this statement,” he
said.“A sedition case should
be registered against him for
insulting our democracy,”
the minister said.

KHARGE HITS BACK

AT MODI GOVT OVER
RaGa’S DEMOCRACY
REMARKS IN UK

New Delhi (PTI): Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday hit back at the govt
for raising Rahul Gandhi’s
democracy remarks in Parlia-
ment and demanding apol-
ogy from him, saying those
“crushing” democracy are
talking of saving it. Kharge,
who took out a protest march
from Parliament House
complex to Vijay Chowk
along with other Opposition
MPs, including those of the
BRS, Left parties and AAP,
charged there was no rule of
law and that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was running
the country like a “dictator”.
The protest march was taken
out after the BJP launched an
offensive against Gandhi.

DELHI EXCISE CASE
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New Delhi: Delhi
BJP, under its Work-
ing President Viren-
dra Sachdeva, on
Monday observed a
‘maun vrat’ (silent sit-
in) opposite Rajghat
demanding resigna-
tion of CM Arvind
Kejriwal for his al-
leged involvement in
liquor policy scam.
During the sit-in, a
film was also played
on the LED screen
“exposing” the al-
leged lies and false
promises of the Ke-
jriwal government.
Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Assembly
Ramveer Singh Bid-
huri, MP Dr Harsh-
vardhan and Ramesh
Bidhuri, MLAs Om
Prakash Sharma and
Abhay Verma, State
General Secretaries
Kuljit Singh Chahal
and Harsh Malhotra,
co-incharge of Jam-
mu and Kashmir
Ashish Sood, Co-in-
charge of Assam
Pawan Sharma, for-
mer State President
Vijay Goel, National
Spokesperson Sard-
ar RP Singh, State
Vice President and
others were present.

BJP Working Prez Virendra Sachdeva, Delhi Oppn Leader
Ramvir Bidhuri others protest, in New Delhi on Monday.

BJP demands
CM Kejriwal’s
resignation

AAP MEMBERS
AREN’T AFRAID
OF JAIL: CHADHA

New Delhi (ANI): Attack-
ing the BJP over the al-
leged “misuse” of central
agencies, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MP Raghav
Chadha on
Monday said
# that party
members are
4 not afraid of
going to jail,
as they have emerged out
of a movement. Ragahv
Chadha said, “We have
the capability to raise our
issues by ourselves. And
we are not alone, all the
citizens of this country
are with us.”

ED REMAND OF
H’BAD BIZMAN
PILLAI EXTENDED

New Delhi (ANI): The
Rouse Avenue Court on
Monday extended the ED
remand of Hyderabad
businessman Arun Ram-
chandra Pillai till March
16, in the Delhi Excise
Policy money laundering
case. Special Judge Vikas
Dhull on Monday allowed
ED application for further
extensions of the remand
of Arun Ramchandra
Pillai. ED further informed
the court that it has again
issued summons to Hy-
derabad-based chartered
accountant Butchibabu
Gorantla to confront him.
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SUVENDU ADHIKARI FILES PETITION IN CALCUTTA
HIGH COURT AGAINST SPEAKER’S DECISION

Kolkata: The Opposition leader in West Bengal, Suvendu
Adhikari on Monday said that he has filed a petition before Cal-
cutta High Court challenging the Assembly speaker’s decision
rejecting his plea to disqualify BJP legislator Mukul Roy under
the anti-defection law. “| filed the petition before the high court
today. Our lawyers mentioned the matter before the court of
the Chief Justice,” Adhikari said outside the HC on Monday.

HC NOT HAPPY OVER
USE OF WORSHIP

PLACES BY PRIESTS
New Delhi: In an order
passed recently, the Delhi
High Court has expressed
concern over conver-
sion of public places of
worship into private ten-
ements after which rights
are sought to be claimed
over the property by
priests, pandits, imams,
caretakers and their
families in an illegal and
unauthorised manner.

SC JUNKS PLEA FOR
CBI CLOSURE REPORT

IN YADAVS’ DA GASE
New Delhi: The apex court
on Monday dismissed a
plea seeking a copy of CBI
report on closure of its
enquiry into allegations of
disproportionate assets
against former UP CMs
Mulayam Yadav and his
son Akhilesh. The CBI had
said in 2019 that since “no
prima facie evidence” of
commission of a cognis-
able offence was found.

U’khand Budget
session: Cong

stages dharna

Chamoli (ANI): The
budget session of the
Uttarakhand assembly
has begun in Bharari-
sain, Uttarakhand. Be-
fore the assembly pro-
ceedings, the Congress
MLAs staged a sit-in
protest outside the Vid-
han Sabha. Congress
MLAs demanded that a
CBI inquiry should be
initiated into alleged ir-
regularities in several
recruitment examina-
tions in the state. Con-
gress MLAs were seen
sitting on the steps of
the assembly premises
holding placards de-
manding CM Dhami
solve the issue of unem-
ployment in the state.

Tripura CM Saha calls on PM Modi

New Delhi (ANI): New-
ly sworn-in Tripura CM
Manik Saha on Monday
called on PM Narendra
Modi here and present-
ed him with a portrait
of historic Ujjayanta
Palace. Saha said that
the PM has assured full
support for the develop-
ment of Tripura. “Glad
to meet Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi Ji in New Delhi.
Hon’ble Prime Minister
conveyed warm regards
to brothers and sisters
of Tripura and also as-
sured for full support in
development of State.
Grateful to him for his
blessings, warm wishes
and continued guid-
ance,” Saha said in a
social media post.

BIHAR POLITICS
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Tripura CM Manik Saha with PM Modi, in New Delhi on Monday
SHAH MEETS MEGHALAYA, NAGALAND CMs

New Delhi: Meghalaya CM
Conrad Sangma and Naga-
land CM Neiphiu Rio on Mon-
day met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah here on Monday.
Shah congratulated them for
taking over the charge for
another term and hoped the
new govt will be successful in
fulfilling the aspirations of the

people of their states. “Met
Meghalaya CM @Sangma-
Conrad Ji. Wished him all the
best in taking office for the
second time. May the new
government be successful

in fulfilling the aspirations of
the people of the state under
the leadership of PM @naren-
dramodi Ji,” Shah tweeted.

I WILL WORK
HARD TO MAKE
MODI PM AGAIN:
YEDIYURAPPA

Bengaluru: Ex-Karna-
taka CM BS Yediyurap-
pa on Monday, said
that the party will work
hard to win maximum
seats in upcoming
state assembly polls
and Lok Sabha polls
next year to ensure
that Narendra Modi
becomes PM again.

He said, “PM Modi has
confidence in me and

| have confidence in
him. For making sure
that Modi Ji becomes
PM again, we will work
hard towards winning
maximum seats in
Karnataka assembly
elections and also Lok
Sabha elections.”

K'taka BJP MLA
sparks row with
‘Azaan’ remarks

Bengaluru (Agen-
cies): Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader KS
Eshwarappalandedina
soup after he made con-
troversial remark while
speaking about Azaan
and said that if loud-
speakers are used for
prayers, it suggests that
“Allah is deaf”. He also
said that Azaan gives
him a headache.

Senior BJP leader
and former minister KS
Eshwarappa was ad-
dressing a public gath-
ering when Azaan went
out from a mosque
nearby. “Wherever I go,
this (Azaan) gives me a
headache,” Eshwarap-
pa said.

Is action on Lalu famzly a blessing in disguise for Nitish Kumar?

“CHANGE SCRIPT & DIALOGUE WRITER”:
TEJASHWI YADAV TO BJP AFTER RAIDS

Sharat K Verma

New Delhi: The investi-
gation of Central agen-
cies against Lalu Pras-
ad’s family in Bihar has
intensified as the noose
of two agencies — the
CBIand ED —is tighten-
ing around the family. In
this case, along with
Lalu Prasad and his
wife Rabri Devi, his son
and Deputy CM of Bi-
har Tejashwi Yadav is
also on target. Apart
from these, the names of
four daughters of Lalu

Prasad are also involved
in one way or the other.
CBI has interrogated
Lalu and Rabri and
Tejashwi Yadav has
been summoned twice.
On one pretext or the
other, he has been avoid-
ing being present. But
soon he will be produced
before the CBI and after
that the ED will also in-
terrogate him.

CBI had earlier con-
ducted raids in the al-
leged scam of recruit-
ment in Railways and
now ED has raided

Bihar CM Nltlsh Kumar with his Deputy TejashW|

Tejashwi and his sis-
ters. This whole matter
is progressing like the
liquor scam of Delhi. It
cannot be denied that

—FILE PHOTO

both the agencies ar-
rested some people in
this case. Former MLA
Bhola Yadav, who was
earlier a personal aide

of Lalu Prasad, has
been arrested by the
CBI in this case. It isnot
known how much politi-
cal benefit BJP will get
from such aggressive
action of central agen-
cies, but Nitish Kumar,
who became Chief Min-
ister with the help of
RJD, has got a big relief.

After CBI inquiry
and ED raids, demand
to make Tejashwi the
CM has come to a stand-
still as RJD leaders are
on backfoot. They are
not putting pressure on

Nitish to make Tejash-
wi the CM. Although
Tejashwi has already
said that he is in no
hurry and will become
the CM when he has to,
but first he has to defeat
the BJP. But his party
leaders were pressing
that instead of waiting
till the 2025 assembly
polls, Tejashwi should
be made the CM now.
Nitish is also relieved
because if RJD leaders
pressurize him, he will
get a strong excuse to
walk out of the alliance.

Patna: Days after raids on
his and his family members’
houses in multiple states in
connection with the land-
for-jobs case, Bihar Deputy
CM Tejashwi Yadav on
Monday again rubbished the
allegations, and taunted PM
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah. In a dig
at the Prime Minister’s ‘entire
political science’ degree,

and Shah’s ‘understand the
chronology’ remark, Tejashwi
Yadav said they (Yadav fam-
ily) are real socialists, not
“fake entire political science

people”, and offered a chro-
nology of events leading to
the raids. He also questioned
what happened to sensation-
al, headline-making claims
of recovering thousands of
crores in money and proper-
ties during earlier raids.
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COMMODITIES CURRENCIES

Commodity Price Change % Chg Currency Price Change % Chg

GOLD %  56,550.00 970.00 @ 1.71 (Per10g) = USDINR $? 82.16 010 @ 0.12

SILVER ., 63,820.00 1600.00@ 2.50 (Per1kg)  GBPINR £ 99.18 084 @ 0.85
*Rates till the edition went to print.
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DUSINESS

GOLD JUMPS %970
PER 10 GM; SILVER
ZOOMS X1,600/KG
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New Delhi (PTI): Gold
price jumped X970 to
356,550 per 10 grams in
the national capital on
Monday amid a rally in
rates of precious metal in-
ternationally, according to
HDFC Securities. In the
previous trade, the yellow
metal had settled at
355,580 per 10 grams.
Silver also zoomed %1,600
to 363,820 per kg. In the
overseas markets, both
gold and silver were trad-
ing higher at $1,875 per
ounce and $20.75 per
ounce, respectively on
Monday.

HYUNDAI MOTOR TO
ACQUIRE GM INDIA’S
TALEGAON MFG UNIT

New Delhi (PTI): Hyundai
Motor India has inked a
term sheet to potentially
acquire land, buildings
and certain manufactur-
ing equipment at General
Motors India’s Talegaon-
based manufacturing
plant. The company has
inked a “term sheet” for
the potential acquisition
of identified assets related
to the Maharashtra-based
facility. The term sheet
covers the proposed ac-
quisition of land and
buildings and certain ma-
chinery and manufactur-
ing equipment.

OUTFLOWS IN DEBT
MUTUAL FUNDS
CONTINUE IN FEB

New Delhi (PTI): Mutual
funds focussed on invest-
ing in fixed-income secu-
rities witnessed an out-
flow of ¥13,815 crore in
February, making it the
third month of withdraw-
als in a row despite ex-
pectations that the rate
hike cycle was nearing its
end. In comparison, such
funds saw an outflow of
%10,316 crore in January
and 21,947 crore in De-
cember, data from the As-
sociation of Mutual Funds
in India (Amfi) showed. Of
the 16 fixed-income or
debt fund categories, nine
witnessed net outflows
during the month under
review and the remaining
six saw inflow.

SBI MF RAISES
33,600 CR THROUGH
DIVIDEND YIELD NFO

New Delhi (PTI): SBI Mu-
tual Fund on Monday said
it has mobilised around
¥3,600 crore in its New
Fund Offer (NFO) for a
dividend yield fund offer-
ing, giving it a market
share of over 25% in the
segment. The fund house
collected the amount on
the back of a strong pro-
motion in regional lan-
guages, with around 1.23
lakh applications from
70% of pin codes in the
country and around
40,000 new investors.
The NFO of SBI Dividend
Yield Fund was opened
during February 20.

Retall inflation dips

marginally to 6.44%

New Delhi (PTI): India’s
retail inflation declined
marginally to 6.44% year-
on-year in February as
against 6.52% in January,
data released by the Minis-
try of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation
showed on Monday.

The sequential inflation
declined by 0.17%. The in-
flation rate has remained
above the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) tolerance
band of 2-6% for the second
straight month.

The high inflation level
can be attributed to rising
food prices, which account
for nearly 40% of the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI)
basket. Food inflation came
in at 5.95% in February.

Inflation rate for vegeta-
bles contracted marginally
by 11.6% against a contrac-
tion of 11.7% in the previ-
ous month. Meanwhile,
inflation rate for fuel and
light declined to 9.90%
from 10.84% in the month
of January.

“February CPI inflation

RBI MAY HIKE BENCHMARK
LENDING RATES BY 25 BPS

New Delhi (PTI): The Re-
serve Bank is likely to hike
benchmark lending rates
by 25 basis points in its bi-
monthly policy next month
to bring down inflation
within the central bank’s
comfort zone, DBS Group
Research said on Monday.
To contain the rising
prices, the RBI has hiked
interest rates by 250 basis
points since May last year.
The latest rate hike of 25
basis points in February. In
an online session on
‘Growth resilience and

Lok Sabha to
oversee spending
of X1.48 lakh cr

New Delhi (PTI): The gov-
ernment on Monday sought
the approval of Parliament
to spend an additional 31.48
lakh crore for the current
financial year 2022-23 as
part of the second batch of
supplementary demands
for grants.

Of the total, an addition-
al fund of 36,325 crore is
being sought for payment
towards fertiliser subsidy,
said the second batch of
supplementary demands
for grants tabled in the Lok
Sabha by MoS for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary.

This includes additional
subsidy outgo of 321,000
crore for P&K (phosphorus
and potassium) and
%15,325.36 crore for urea.

FINANCE MINISTER INFORMS PARLIAMENT

sticky inflation’, DBS
Group Research Executive
Director & Senior Econo-
mist Radhika Rao said the
RBImay hike interest rates
by 25 basis points in April
and maintain a hawkish
bias as retail inflation is
still high. Retail inflation
in January spiked to 6.52%
against5.72% in December.

Rao, however, said infla-
tion caused by supply-side
constraints cannot be dealt
with by monetary policy
alone and is not enough to
tackle inflation.
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at 6.44% while elevated is
broadly in line with expec-
tations. Cereals and milk
inflation continues to be
high while fruits inflation
spiked up too in February.
Core inflation at 6.1% re-
mains elevated and sticky
with relatively high infla-
tion across clothing and

footwear, health, personal
care and effects, and house-
hold goods/services. The
RBI will remain hawkish
in the April policy as infla-
tion prints have spiked
back over 6 per cent in Jan-
uary-February along with
core inflation remaining
sticky above 6 per cent. We
continue to expect a 25 bps
repo rate hike in the April
policy,” said Suvodeep Rak-
shit, Senior Economist, Ko-
tak Institutional Equities.
Higher inflation has
been a concern for central
banks across the world, in-
cluding India, as the uncer-
tain nature of the Russia-
Ukraine war compounded
supply-side disruptions in
the post-pandemic world.

‘Blue economy & Al
are prominent sectors’

Guwahati (PTI): Comp-
troller and Auditor Gener-
al of India Girish Chandra
Murmu on Monday said
“prominent sectors” like
‘blue economy’ and artifi-
cial intelligence can no
longer be ignored, as he
urged delegates of the Su-
preme Audit Institutions-20
to come up with an audit-
ing framework for these
categories.

“It will be imperative for
leading SAIs to start work-
ing on an auditing frame-
work and checklists so that
auditors not only have
broad guidelines, but also
specific toolkits to audit
these two sectors in a
meaningful way,” Murmu
said.

Both ‘blue economy’ and
artificial intelligence are
emerging areas and “we as
Supreme Audit Institu-
tions cannot afford to ig-
nore these prominent sec-

tors”, he said.

Recognising the impor-
tance of sustainability,
growth and role of emerg-
ing technologies, the SAI20
has identified ‘blue econo-
my’ and ‘responsible artifi-
cial intelligence’ as the two
themes to discuss at this
forum, the Comptroller
and Auditor General of In-
dia said.

‘Blue economy’ is the
sustainable use of ocean
resources for economic
growth, improved liveli-
hoods, and jobs while pre-
serving the health of the
ecosystem.

Currency in circulation at I31.22 Ler

New Delhi (PTI): The cur-
rency in circulation has
gone up to331.33 lakh crore
in March 2022, from %13
lakh crore in 2014, finance
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said in the Lok Sabha
on Monday.

The currency in circula-
tion, which includes bank
notes and coins, to GDP ra-
tio stood at 13.7% as on
March 25, 2022, up from
11.6% as on March 2014.

Although the cash in cir-
culation had dipped after
demonetisation to 13.35
lakh crore as of March 2017

2000

from 16.63 lakh crore as of
March 2016.

However, since then cash
in circulation has been ris-
ing in the economy from
%18.29 lakh crore in March
2018 to %21.36 lakh crore

Sensex tanks nearly 900 points to
close below 59K Nifty tests 17K

Mumbai (PTI): Falling for
the third straight session,
equity benchmark Sensex
tanked nearly 900 points to
close below the 59,000 mark
on Monday due to a mas-
sive sell-off in banking, fi-
nance and auto stocks amid
one of the biggest US bank
failures.

After gaining 375 points
in the early trade, the BSE
Sensex could not hold to
gains and declined 897.28
points or 1.52% to settle at
58,237.85 as 29 of its con-
stituents declined while
only one advanced. During
the day, it hit a low of
58,094.55 and a high of
59,510.92.

The NSE Nifty fell 258.60

points or 1.49% to end at
17,154.30, with 45 of its
scrips ending in the red.

Indusind Bank was the
biggest loser in the Sensex
pack, shedding 7.46 %, fol-
lowed by SBI, Tata Motors,
M&M, Bajaj Finserv, Axis
Bank and Infosys.

In contrast, Tech Mahin-
dra was the only winner.

X FALLS 10 PAISE TO
CLOSE AT 82.16
AGAINST US DOLLAR

New Delhi (PTI): The rupee
pared its initial gains to settle 10
paise down at 82.16 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar

on Monday, tracking the weak
sentiment in
the domestic
equity market
and unabated
foreign fund
outflow. At the
interbank for- =

eign exchange

market, the local unit opened
stronger at 81.78 against the
American currency and touched
a low of 82.20 during intra-day.
It settled at 82.16 (provisional)
against the greenback, register-
ing a loss of 10 paise over its
previous close of 82.06.

LIC’s debt in Adani group dips t0X6,183 cr

New Delhi (PTI): LIC’s
debt exposure in Adani
group companies fell mar-
ginally to %6,183 crore as of
March 5 from 36,347 crore
as of December 31, 2022,
Parliament was informed.

In a written reply to Lok
Sabha on Monday, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said, “The Life Insur-
ance Corporation of India
(LIC) has informed that its
debt exposure to Adani
Group of Companies, was
%6,347.32 crore and 36,182.64
crore, as on December 31,
2022, and March 5, 2023, re-
spectively”.

LIC has a debt exposure
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of 5,388.60 in Adani Ports
and SEZ as of March 5. The
exposure in Adani Power
(Mundra) was 3266 crore,

Adani Power Maharashtra
Ltd - Phase I (381.60 crore),
Adani Power Maharashtra
Ltd - Phase III (3254.87

TOP TALKING
POINTS

e The LIC has informed that
its debt exposure to Adani
Group of Companies,
was 36,347.32 crore and
36,182.64 crore, as on
Dec 31, 2022, and March
9, 2023, respectively

e LIC’s debt exposure in
Adani group companies
fell marginally to 36,183
crore as of March 5

crore), Raigarh Energy
Generation Ltd (45 crore)
and Raipur Energen Ltd
(X145.67 crore).

and 324.47 lakh crore in
March 2019 and March
2020, respectively. At the
end of March 2021 and 2022,
it was ¥28.53 lakh crore and
%31.33 lakh crore, respec-
tively.

E-RUPEE WORTH
OVER X130 CRORE IN

CIRCULATION

New Delhi (PTI): Digital or e-
rupee worth over X130 crore is
in circulation on a pilot basis as
of February 28, finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Monday. Nine banks, viz., SBI,
Bank of Baroda, Union Bank of
India, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Yes Bank,
IDFC First Bank and HSBC, have
been participating in the digital
rupee wholesale pilot. “As on
February 28, 2023, the total
digital rupee - Retail (e?-R) and
digital rupee - wholesale (e?-W)
in circulation is ¥4.14 crore and
%126.27 crore, respectively.”

OTHER STORIES

21,205 CASES PENDING ~ FITCH AFFIRMS ‘BBB-’
BEFORE NCLT TILL RATING OF ADANI
JANUARY-END: GOVT ~ ELECTRICITY MUMBAI

New Delhi (PTI): As many
as 21,205 cases, including
= 12,963 cases
' under the in-
& Ssolvency law,
b ~ were pending
: before the
NCLT at the end of January
this year, the government
said on Monday. In a written
reply to Lok Sabha, Minister
of State for Corporate Affairs
Rao Inderjit Singh said the
benches of NCLT and NCLAT
are being set up in a phased
manner depending on quan-
tum of workload and other
factors.

New Delhi (PTI): Fitch Rat-
ings on Monday affirmed the
credit rating of
Adani Electric-
ity Mumbai,
saying the
Hindenburg
Research report alleging gov-
ernance issues at the Adani
group has a limited near-term
impact on the company’s

cost of funding. In a state-
ment released on Monday,

the rating agency said, it has
affirmed the ‘BBB-’ rating

on Adani Electricity Mumbai
Ltd (AEML) US dollar senior
secured notes due 2030.
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68K CASES PICKED UP FOR E-VERIFICATION FOR
INCOME MISMATCH IN AIS, ITR FOR FY 2019-20

New Delhi (PTI): As many as 68,000 cases have been picked up

for e-verification by the income tax department for unreportmg or
under reporting of income in tax re-
turns for 2019-20 fiscal, CBDT chief

Nitin Gupta said on Monday. Under
the e-verification scheme, the I-T

department informs the taxpayers

about mismatch in Annual Informa-
tion Statement (AIS) about financial
transaction and the I-T returns filed.
The taxpayer can reply to the tax department giving explanation.

INVESTORS POORER YES BANK SHARES
BY MORE THAN 4.4 END OVER 5% AFTER 3
LAKH CRORE ON MON YEAR LOCK-IN PERIOD

New Delhi (PTI): Domestic
equity investors’ wealth
eroded by more than 34.43

New Delhi (PTI): Shares of
Yes Bank plunged more than
5% on Monday following the

lakh crore expiry of the
\R~ on Monday Reserve Bank-
\ as fears of mandated
a financial three-year
* contagion trig- lock-in

perlod for individual inves-
tors and across-the-board
selling amid fears of possible
contagion from the collapse
of a US-based lender. Yes
Bank shares tanked 5.27% to
close at ¥15.65 apiece on the
BSE. During the day, shares
tumbled nearly 13% to hit a
low of 14.40.

gered by one of the biggest
bank failures in the US roiled
market sentiments. Reflecting
the massive sell-off across
sectors, the total market valu-
ation of BSE-listed companies
stood at 32,58,56,295.60,
leaving investors poorer by
34,43,023.89 compared to the
closing level on Friday.
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To grow up to your potential,
challenge your comfort zone, but
to achieve more than your

potential, break out of your comfort zone.

—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Sattar’s remark on farmer

2ND

suicite unintentional: Desai

Sattar’s department has prepared an action plan to implement schemes to prevent farmer suicides, he said
J

First India Bureau

Mumbai: After Agricul-
ture Minister Abdul Sat-
tar’s insensitive state-
ment towards the farm-
ers, the atmosphere has
heated up in the political
circles of Maharashtra.
Sattar had said that
farmer suicide is not a
recent issue and that
farmers have been com-
mitting suicide for the
past several years.
Meanwhile, Shamb-
huraj Desai, leader of
the Shinde group, has
given an explanation of
Sattar’s statement while
speaking to the media on
Monday.

“The statement made
by Abdul Sattar is unin-
tentional. HeandI had a
discussion this morn-
ing, where he told that
his department has pre-
pared an action plan to
effectively implement
the schemes to prevent
farmer suicides. There
isno doubt that farmers’
suicides should be pre-
vented. Sattar will ex-
plain this in the Legisla-
tive Assembly as well,”
said Desai.

Meanwhile, Chhagan
Bhujbal, talking about
the onion subsidy, said
that the subsidy given by
the Shinde government
was like wiping the face
of the farmers. Desai
also responded to this.
“Bhujbal should know
how much subsidy the
farmers got during his
time. In fact, we in-
creased Rs. 100 more
than them. We did what
they couldn’t do,” com-
mented Desai.

Shambhuraj Desai

Sattar has no sympathy or
concern for farmers: Jadhav

First India Bureau

Mumbai: Shiv Sena
(Thackeray group)
MLA Bhaskar Jadhav
has criticized Sattar
over his statement.
While interacting with
the media on Monday,
Jadhav said, “Abdul Sat-
tar makes absurd state-
ments. They have no
love, affection, sympa-
thy, or concern for farm-
ers. He knows that he
will not become famous
in Maharashtra for his
work. That’s why some-
times they talk disre-
spectfully about wom-
en, farmers, ask offi-
cials why they drink
alcohol.”

“There is such a big
crisis for the farmers.
Was Abdul Sattar seen
on any embankment af-
ter the unseasonal rain?
Sattar always does the
business of gossiping,
mocking the farmers,

HBhaskar Jadhav

and rubbing salt in the
wound. The Chief Min-
ister does not stop him.
Therefore, his absurd
statements are increas-
ing day by day,” criti-
cized Jadhawv.

NCP state president
Jayant Patil has also
commented on Sattar.
“Abdul Sattar and the
state government are
insensitive. The Agri-
culture Minister has
shown insensitivity
from time to time, and
his language towards
the farmers is not com-
forting,” said Patil.

People who have
no shame, mock:

the dead: Awhad

First India Bureau

Mumbai: Recently,
some parts of Maha-
rashtra have been af-
fected by unseasonal
rains. Farmers have
suffered huge losses
due to heavy rains ac-
companied by strong
winds. On the one
hand, while the agri-
cultural produce is
fetching high prices,
the unseasonal rains
have left the farming
community reeling.
Therefore, the farm-
ers of Maharashtra
are demanding help
from the government.

When asked by the
media in Mumbai
about Abdul Sattar’s
statement, Awhad
said, “People’s loss of
life, its pain and suf-
fering is known only
to their family mem-
bers. When an bread
winner commits sui-
cide, the whole house
is in chaos. But amin-
ister in the desensi-
tized government

brazenly says that
farmer suicides hap-
pen all the time, so
what’s the big deal?”

“People who have
no shame, mock the
dead and bring their
insensitivity to the
people of Maharash-
tra by saying that
this happens every
day. The people of
Maharashtra are
watching all this. I
will show the people
here that the pride
of power is not
good,” added Awhad.

Three farmers
have committed sui-
cide in the Sillod
constituency of min-
ister Sattar in the
past few days. In this
regard, when a ques-
tion was asked to
him, he gave an in-
sensitive answer. Sat-
tar commented,
“Farmer suicide is
not a today’s issue.
Farmers have been
committing suicide
for the past several
years.”

_ Jitendra Awhad

Maha Cong holds
protest on Adani,
submit memo to Guv

First India Bureau

Mumbai: Maharash-
tra Congress on Mon-
day held a protest in
Mumbai and shouted
slogans against PM
Narendra Modi and in-
dustrialist Gautam
Adani.

The rally started at
Girgaon and ended at
Raj Bhavan, with state
unit chief Nana Patole,
former chief ministers
Prithviraj Chavan and
Ashok Chavan in at-
tendance.

A delegation later
submitted a memoran-
dum to Governor
Ramesh Bais.

“When Adani was
looting the money of
SBI and LIC, what was
our ‘chowkidar’ doing ?
It is highly unfortunate
the demand of Con-
gress leader Rahul
Gandhi to conduct a
probe into allegations
against the Adani
group has been ex-
punged from official
records (in Parlia-
ment),” Patole alleged.

The term ‘chowk-
idar’ (watchman) was
at the centre of a
Bharatiya Janata Party

campaign in the 2019
general elections to
highlight’s Modi’s zero
tolerance towards cor-
ruption and wrongdo-
ings.

“There is a fear that
investments made by
LIC and SBI in Adani
firms may be lost.
Those who try to raise
their voice against the
Centre are facing legal
action and jail. If the
Modi government con-
tinues in this manner,
democracy will end
soon in India,” Patole
claimed.

Those who join the
BJP under pressure (of
probe agencies) do not
face legal action from
thereon, Patole added.

The group has de-
nied all Hindenburg al-
legations, calling them
“malicious”, “base-
less” and a “calculated
attack on India”.

Incidentally, the Lok
Sabha was informed on
Monday that the govern-
ment has not set up any
committee to probe
these allegations, but
stock market regulator
SEBI was investigating
market allegations
against the Adani group.

HC dismisses Al union’s
plea against eviction

First India Bureau

Mumbai: The Bombay
High Court on Monday
dismissed petitions
filed by three Air India
Employees’ Unions
challenging the air-
line’s decision to evict
them from the staff
quarters at suburban
Kalina noting accom-
modation is not provid-
ed as a matter of right
and was not a term of
employment. A division

bench also said moneti-
zation of lands and
properties of Air India
Limited was one of the
essential terms of the
airline’s disinvestment
process.

The court said if em-

ployees continue to
hold on to flats then Air
India Asset Holding
Company would not be
able to monetize the
land to reduce the bur-
den of Air India’s debt.

The bench, however,
stayed its order for two
weeks to let the unions
appeal in the Supreme
Court.

“It is not that every
employee is granted ac-
commodation as a mat-
ter of right,” HC said.

SEEKING RELIEF

First India
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First India Bureau

Mumbai: Maharash-
tra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on
Monday announced a
panel comprising sen-
ior bureaucrats to
look into the demand
of state government
employees to revert to
the Old Pension
Scheme even as their
unions have decided
to go ahead with the
strike from Tuesday.

The panel will give
its report in a time-
bound manner, offi-
cials said.

Shinde and Deputy
Chief minister Dev-
endra Fadnavis also
appealed to the gov-
ernment employees
not to go ahead with
the strike, which can
potentially paralyse
the functioning of the
administration.

A meeting was
chaired by Shinde,
which was also at-
tended by Fadnavis,
Leaders of Opposi-
tion in the Assembly
and Council Ajit Pa-
war and Ambadas

CM forms panel as employees
firm on OPS related strike

el

Danve, respectively,
Chief Secretary
Manu Kumar Srivas-
tava, Additional

Chief Secretary (Fi-
nance) Manoj Saunik
and various unions of
the state government
employees.
Acknowledging the
role of employees in
the state’s growth,
Shinde said the solu-
tion for their social
security will be found
through dialogue.
Shinde said there
was no road map by
the states that have
implemented OPS.
Meanwhile, the
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has extended
its support for the res-
toration of OPS as its

a v 4l

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde

(Bhagwant Mann)
government has done
in Punjab.

Under OPS, the
pension amount is
provided by the gov-
ernment, which in-
creases its liability,
whereas the NPS has
a contributory mech-
anism from the em-
ployee as well as the
government.

While the BJP at
the Centre has stead-
fastly refused to go
back to the OPS, par-
ties like the Congress
have been batting for
it.

Several employees’
groups have been pro-
testing across the
country for reintro-
duction of the OPS.

‘No one will
get relief
from budget’

First India Bureau

Mumbai: On Monday,
NCP leader Ajit Pawar
opposed the state budg-
et in the Legislative As-
sembly terming it to be
‘abarrage of unfulfilled
announcements.’

“I don’t think any-
one will get relief from
this. The finance min-
ister should have taken
care that the provi-
sions and schemes
made in the budget
should go ahead. Last
year, the budget was
presented on the basis
of ‘Panchasutri’. This
time Fadnavis gave the
name ‘Panchamrit’.
Wherever they go, they
give a little ‘pancham-
rit’. After that, they
give prasad. Mahapras-
ad was given to the
BJP, prasad to Eknath
Shinde, and we were
given a little, ‘Pan-
chamrit’. This was not
expected from Fad-
navis. The fiscal policy
requires consistency
and clarity to enable
any economy.”

Deputy CM Fadnavis
‘gifts’ 25,000 houses to
Dhangar community

First India Bureau

Mumbai: The budget
session is currently go-
ing on in the Maha-
rashtra Legislative As-
sembly and post budg-
et, the opposition has
targeted the ruling
Shinde-Fadnavis gov-
ernment. Meanwhile,
on Monday, Fadnavis
gave a big gift to the
Dhangar community
by announcing to give
at least 25,000 houses
for them.

Addressing the
Dhangar community,
Fadnavis said, “We pre-
pare different housing
schemes. However, the
Dhangar community is
not getting the desired
benefit from it. So, we
clearly decided that
houses have to be built.
But 25,000 of these
houses should be given
to the Dhangar commu-
nity. This number is a
minimum, not a maxi-
mum. It is better if we
get more houses than
this. People will gradu-

Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis

ally understand the
schemes, and they will
take advantage of these
schemes. We have to
take these schemes to
the people, it is our re-
sponsibility.”

“In fact, a Rs. 10,000
crore scheme has been
announced to provide
interest-free loans to
the Dhangar commu-
nity. Some people
think, how is this pos-
sible? But we have been
working on it for the
past few months. The
state government can
borrow through the Na-
tional Cooperative Cor-
poration (NCDC). In
this regard, our minis-
ter Radhakrishna
Vikhe-Patil and I both
met Amit Shah,” added
Fadnavis.

Parab moves HC against ED's money laundering case

First India Bureau

Mumbai: Former Ma-
harashtra minister
Anil Parab on Monday
moved Bombay HC
seeking to quash the
money laundering case
lodged by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in con-
nection with the Sai Re-
sort at Dapoli in Ratna-
giri.

Parab also sought in-
terim relief of no coer-
cive action being taken
against him pending
the hearing of his plea.

A division bench
headed by Justice Re-
vati Mohite Dere will
hear the plea on Tues-
day.

Parab moved HC af-
ter ED arrested his
business partner and
aide Sadanand Kadam
on March 10.

ED had claimed the
value of the Dapoliland
is around Rs 2.74 crore
and on the said land the
resort valued at Rs 7.46
crore was proceeds of
crime.

In 2011, Puneresident

L

¢
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( ﬁ .E . AnilParab
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Vibhas Sathe purchased cuted in 2019.
agriculture land at The agency claimed,
Dapoliand thensoldthe out of total amount, Rs
plot to Parab in 2017for 80 lakh was paid in

Rs 1.80 crore, although
the sale deed was exe-

cash, which was hand-
ed over to Sathe by Kad-

am on behalf of Parab.
Subsequently, Sai Re-
sort was constructed on
the plot and Parab sold
it to Kadam.

ED alleged Parab and
Kadam had made Sathe
make an application to
convert the land usage
from agricultural to
non-agricultural.

“Kadam had pressur-
ised revenue depart-
ment officials and ob-
tained illegal permis-
sion on September 12,
2017,” the ED said.

Apart from this, ED

claimed “Kadam, in
connivance with Par-
ab, had caused detri-
mental damage to the
environment by con-
structing Sai Resort”.

The absence of any
sewage and other mu-
nicipal or such outlets
for the safe discharge
of effluents, owing to
the illegal construc-
tion of the said resort,
was causing great dam-
age to the environment
and ecology of the sea-
shore, the ED has
claimed.
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ANIGHT FULL OF GLAMOU

City First brings to you glimpses from the dazzling pre-party of the
Jaipur Couture Show 2023 held at ‘The Palace’, Bhakrota on Sunday!

SHUBHANSHI PATHAK

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA

dazzling pre-party
and First Event
Glimpse program of
Rajasthan’s biggest
and most prominent
fashion festival
‘Jaipur Couture
Show 2023, season 11’ present-
ed by First India and Bharat24,
Vision of New India and cu-
rated by Gaurav Gaur, Direc-
tor Elite Miss Rajasthan took
place at “The Palace’, Bhakro-
ta on Sunday was a cosy bash
with a select set. During the
occasion, a glimpse of the ex-
clusive designer collections of
26 fashion designers from
across the country was show-
cased. Show patron JD Ma-
heshwari along with show’s
founder Gaurav Gaur, direc-
tors Ajit Soni, PN Doody, An-
kur Jain, Ronnie Sharma, and
Nakul Vijay were present.
While addressing the media,
Gaurav Gaur said “We are get-
ting into the zone of celebra-
tion and festivities. So keeping L7
that in mind, this night set the Krishna Singh, Craft g
mood for the day. So yes, it will Council of Artisans v
surely be a regular affair for ;. w5  and Weavers, House
events that demand bespoke ' ) , of Skull Baba, An-
experiences.” He further said kit Bagra, Daksha,
“The event will bring together Seema Kalavadia,
amedley of fashion design- Heena Balani,
ers showcasing their viva- Hashtag Blunt,
cious and latest collections. | Ruchi Pathak,
The event will see glimpses . Khushi Chau-

closing program of the
show.” Anoop Chowd-
hary, Shivayu, Neerja,

of nine TV and Film stars as han, Sarte,
showstoppers on the stage. y Bannadi,
On the second day of the N Mukesh ‘,_

event, Bollywood actress
Mugdha Godse, Zoya Afroz,
Liza Malik, Bollywood actor
Anirudh Dave, Bigg Boss fame
television celebrity Tina Dut-
ta, television actress Soni
Singh, Akash Chaudhary will
be present on the ramp as
showstoppers for well-known
designers. On the third day of
the program, actress Chitran-
gada Singh and TV actress
Tania Chatterjee will partici-
pate as showstoppers in the

Dubey, Itisha

Jain, Saisha Rajput,
Vipin Agarwal, Nazim
Ali, Rekha Bhimsariya,
Kingshuk, Prashant
Mazumdar, Fuchsia
will showcase their best
designs on stage.” Vari-
ous who’s who of the
city including Super-
models, Elite Miss Ra- ‘
jasthan Winners and
Influencers were pre-
sent during the bash.

I Akanksha Bhalla
: Anticlockwise: Radhika, Harshita, Krishna and Yashvini
A x yra
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ET’S ‘NAATUNAATU

City First highlights the glorious victory of Indian Movie RRR and the
umentary The Elephant Whisperer, at the Oscars 2023!

doc

UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR

uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in

he Oscars, the
greatest and
most prestig-
ious awards
show in the
world, present-
ed prizes in 24
categories, including
best film, best actress,
original screenplay, cin-
ematography, production
design, costume design,
makeup and hairstyling,
and others. In the same epi-
sode, India celebrated two big
wins at the Oscars marking
the historic win of 'RRR' and
'The Elephant Whisperers',
which has been etched in
golden letters in the history
of Indian cinema. The iconic
dance song from SS Rajamou-
li's big-budget film "RRR,"
"Naatu Naatu," won Best
Original Song at the 95th
Academy Awards, beating
heavyweights like Lady Gaga
and Rihanna, giving India a
significant representation at
the Oscars.
India and 'Everything Eve-

“An irresistibly catchy chorus, electrifying
beats and killer dance moves to match have
made this song a global sensation. It plays

during a pivotal scene in 'RRR’, a movie
about the friendship between real-life Indian

revolutionaries Alluri Sitarama Raju and
Komaram Bheem. In addition to being sung in
Telugu and illustrating the film's anti-coloni-
alist themes, it's also a total banger!"
She added, "It's earned millions of views on
Youtube and Tik Tok. Has audiences dancing
in movie theatres all around the world and is
also the first song ever from Indian production
to be nominated for an Oscar. Do you know
Naatu? Because if you don't you're about to.
From the film RRR this is Naatu Naatu."
—DEEPIKA PADUKONE

8 Rinanna during the 0SCARS i : -

rywhere All At Once' both
shone at the 95th Academy
Awards, where 'Best Original
Song' went to RRR's Naatu
Naatu, and 'Best Documenta-
ry Short film category' went
to The Elephant Whisperers.
The documentary, which tells
the story of a couple who care
for an injured baby elephant
after it gets separated from its
herd, is the first Indian pro-
duction to win in this catego-
ry. However, India's big win
remained Naatu Naatu (a
Telugu word which means
raw or rustic), a thumping
song that has got people
around the world grooving to
its beats.

In January, the single
made history by winning a
Golden Globe for best origi-
nal music, a first for India. It
also received the Critics'
Choice award for best single
the same month. Not only
this, Indian diva, Deepika
Padukone attended as a pre-
senter and looked stunning
in black Louis Vuitton and .
She introduced the live per-
formance of Naatu Naatu,
which featured Lauren Got-
tlieb dancing and singing
alongside Rahul Sipligunj
and Kaala Bhairava. After
Persis Khambatta and Pri-
yanka Chopra, Deepika is
the third Indian to present at
the Oscars and captivated
viewers with her appear-
ance. She graced the red car-

.l

Glimpse from the LIVE performance of Naatu Naatu

|

&

pet of the 95th Academy
Awards at the Dolby Theatre
in Los Angeles wearing a
custom Louis Vuitton black
gown with a dramatic Carti-
er neckpiece. The diva was
dressed in an off-the-shoul-
der black Louis Vuitton
gown, styled with old Holly-
wood glam, a sleek hairdo
and statement-making dia-
mond jewels. The queen also
showed off her new tattoo -82
degree E (inspired by her
beauty brand) on the neck,
she styled her gown with the
stunning jewels.

(LR)

NT Rama Rao Jr, SS Rajamouli and Ram Charan

I T Lady Gaga during the 0SCARS

)’

SRK wrote, "Big hug to @
guneetm & @EarthSpec-
trum for Elephant Whisper-
ers. And @mmkeeravaani
#ChandraBose ji @ssra-
jamouli @AlwaysRam-
Charan @tarak9999 thank u
for showing us all, the way
to do it. Both Oscars truly
inspirational!!"

Alia Bhatt, who is also
a part of the film, gave
a shout out to the team

through her Insta story. She

also wished The Elephant

Whisperers' team as she

wrote, ‘uff what a visual!
Historic! Congratulations @

guneetmonga and the whole

team'.

Vicky Kaushal took to his
Insta story and wrote, 'Get-
ting ready for Shoot. Put
on the Oscars in the van
and see the most magical
smiles!!! Congratulations
@guneetmonga and team
#TheElephantWhisperers
#0scars95'.

Global star Priyanka
Chopra, who has sup-
ported RRR and this
song from the start,
shared a video

of the special
performance on
Instagram. The
actress along

with Anjula

Acharia hosted

the South Asian
Excellence Pre-
Oscars Celebra-

tion on Thursday

on the Para-

mount Studio lot
invited South

Asian industry
changemakers

and recognised
Oscar nominees

of South Asian
descent.

Everything Eve-
rywhere All At

Once won five of

its eleven Oscar
nominations,

and Team RRR,
which included director
SS Rajamouli, actors Ram
Charan, and Jr. NTR, at-
tended the ceremony.




STAY MASKED

The second day of the three-day Jaipur Couture Show,
presented by First India and Bharat24-Vision of New India
organised at The Palace on Ajmer Highway on Monday.

_ Jagdeesh Chandra graced the occasion as the chief guest
. and congratulated Gaurav Gaur for his great endeavour.
He said “This is the 11th chapter of Jaipur Couture Show
I 2023 and with each passing year, the magnanimity of the
0 fashion show is expanding as the platform to showcase

., brilliant beauty and talent. We are happy to see the

1 | 5
Jagdeesh Chandra
addressing the audience

etting new
bars, Super-
star Hrithik
Roshan has
always strived
to be the best
version of

himself, be it in terms
of exploring new gen-
res and characters or
pushing the bounda-
ries in physical trans-
formations. In his lat-
est post, the

Hrithik Roshan

KiaraRocks Shehnaaz calls herseh‘
smarter than a do

hehnaaz Gill’s chat show
Desi Vibes with Shehnaaz
Gill has been enjoying popu-
larity since its launch in
November last year. The show,
which streams on her YouTube
channel has welcomed several
Bollywood actors and promi-
nent personalities of the entertain-
ment world. Recently, comedian-
turned-actor Kapil Sharma came to
promote his upcoming film Zwiga-

dding yet an-
other feather
to her cap,
Kiara Adva-
ni bags her highest
rank ever on the Or-
max Stars India Love
list, receiving a

actor yet again rises
above his inhibitions,
personifying commit-
ment and dedication
offering the ideal Mon-
day motivation to neti-
zens.

One of the fittest ac-
tors in the Indian film
industry, Hrithik
Roshan has main-
tained the tag for over
two decades with his
disciplined approach
towards his health and

continues to inspire,
encourage and sup-
port everyone with
his rigorous workout
regime. Despite un-
dergoing  critical
medical conditions
at different stages of
his life, Hrithik
has bounced
back with
utmost
vigour
and

>Jagdeesh Chandra walks the ramp with(L-R) Aarzoo, Karishma, Sheena,
Shrishti, Sneha, Soni, Juhi, Rewati, Rishika and Shivangi Sl K

—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA & MUKESH KIRADOO

HRITHIK RISES
FEAR AND UNGERTAINTY

passion, making him
the inspiring icon he
is, been ever since the
beginning of his ca-
reer.

With his latest post,
the superstar has once
again motivated his
fans and followers
drawing from his
own experience.
The actor shared a
video from his
gym, laughing away
at the triumph of ris-
ing above fear and un-
certainty saying,
“Laughter wasn't on
the agenda that morn-
ing. I remember wak-
ing weak, it was back n
bicep day I think. Both
are precarious for my
injuries. Dreading the
number of sets and
reps, the target was set
at the highest intensity
by Kris. My left bicep
tendon injury felt
like it was act-
ingup, Ijust

=

didn't want to work out
that morning. I felt
fear and uncertainty.
The decision was left to
me. The choice was to
take the day off or to
train. This ishow I saw
itinmy head - If Imade
it thru it will feel good-
and set a prece-
dence. If I didn't
make it thru, it
will feel good to
have tried failed
and learnt - and that
would set an informed
precedence which
would keep me injury
free in the future as
well. Either way, get-
ting started was a win-
win. I decided to go for
it. The visual tells the
rest of the story. “
Hrithik Roshan has
been

™ Stunning Akanksha Bhalla

offering insights into
his workout routines
regularly since August
2022 as he underwent
an impressive trans-
formation for his up-

coming film fighter.
Recently, the actor
also shared a throw-
back picture flexing
his biceps to reinstate
the importance of ba-
sic yet pivotal things
like diet and sleep,
which was inundated
with comments show-
eringlove and support.
Continuing his hus-
tle, Hrithik Roshan has
recently wrapped the
third schedule of
‘Fighter’ directed by
Pathaan fame Sid-
dharth Anand. Mark-
ing a hattrick, Fighter
will be Hrithik and
Siddharth’s third asso-
ciation, preceded by

Bang Bang and War.
cityfirst. mumbai@firstin-
dia.co.in

A showcasing the designer collection S
| v

present.

Glimpse of the event

enthusiasm in the participating girls.” Renowned :

i fashion designers from across the city showcased their

collections on the second day of the show. Actress
Tina Dutta walked the ramp as the showstoppers

for the label Shivayu by Shivani and Aayush Soni.
Show Patron JD Maheshwari along with the show’s
founder Gaurav Gaur, directors Ajit Soni, PN Doody,
Ankur Jain, Ronnie Sharma and Nakul Vijay were

More in City First Tomorrow

Gorgeous na Dutta donning the deS|gner outflt

The Hero of the Indian

TEXTILE INC

iyush Goyal, Un-
ion Minister of
Commerce & In-
dustry, Textiles,
Consumer Affairs, Food
& Public Distribution,
Govt of India awarded
Balkrishan Goenka,
Chairman of the Wel-
spun Group with the
prestigious Exemplary
Contribution Award
2021-2022 by the Syn-
thetic and Rayon
Textile Export Pro-

motion Council
(SRTEPC).
Goenka has been rec-

ognized and honoured
with this award for his
outstanding perfor-
mance. This award is for

thefinancial year of 2021-
2022 for his valuable con-
tributions to the Indian
Textile Industry. This
year the council organ-
ised its Award Function
for the excellent perfor-
mance of its member-ex-
porters for the financial
year 2021-22. SRTEPC
was set up in 1954 and it
is the only Council in
India for the export
promotion of Tech-
nical textiles and
Manmade fibre textiles.
The Annual Export
Award Function was
held on March 9, 2023, at
the National Centre for
Performing Arts, Mum-
bai. The function was at-

USTRY

tended by over 300 people,
including some of the
most senior Government
officials like Roop Rashi,
Textiles Commissioner,
and R. K. Mishra, Addi-
tional DGFT, Mumbai,
Consul Generals of the
Republic of Turkey, UAE
and Kenya were also pre-
sent at the SRTEPC
Award Function.
Commenting on this
development, B.K Goen-
ka, said, “I am extremely
pleased today on receiv-
ing this award as our ef-
forts have been recog-
nized. I think that the
Indian textile will not
just sustain itself but be-
come a leader globally.

special shout-out for
her extraordinary
achievements.
Bollywood’s gold-
en girl and most
loved Superstar Ki-
ara Advani un-
doubtedly has the
most impressive
career trajecto-
ry. From emerg-
ing as the most
bankable star cur-
rently with a con-
secutive streak of
successful films to
winning the hearts
of the masses with
her endearing and
lovable personality,
Kiara Advani has
scaled the most com-
mendable journey
to Superstardom in
a very short period.
Ranking third only
after seasoned and
senior actors like
Alia Bhatt and Deep-
ika Padukone, Kiara
Advani is the epito-
me of asuccess story.

to.

In a recently released teaser in
the video, the two were presumably
talking about mimicking or

copying someone, as
Shehnaaz said,
“Nakal karne
mein bhiakal lagti
hai, jo sabke paas
nahi hai (You
need smartness
to copy someone
too).” Refer-
ring to

the word |
akal, 3
which

ﬂ plied,

mein

mera usse
zyada

hai” £
%

meansin-

telligence, she added,

Dolphin se bhi zyada hai. As

a confused Kapil asked her

if dolphins are intel-
ligent,

“Haan, /

jaanwaron

uska /

dimag sabse zya-

da hota hai, par

phin

“Mera

she re-

Shehnaaz Kaur Gill |

JUSTIN & HAILEY
share cuddly pictures

ustin Bieber

dropped pho-

tos with their

wife Hailey
Bieber amid the on-
going alleged cold
war between the
model and his ex-girl-
friend Selena Gomez.
It has been a while
now since the online
feud between Hai-
ley Bieber and
Selena Gomez
began, and it
only seems to es-
calate with every
passing day.

The latest photos
shared by the singer
feature him and his

wife Hailey
k‘# Bieber cud-
s dling on a
yacht.
. While

L/‘;_

| -

Justln and Halley Bleber

Justin was shirtless
and only wearing
orange-coloured

shorts, Hailey

wore neon

swimwear. The
two smiled in the
first photo while in
the next, they ap-
peared to be sun-
soaking.

Netizens did not
take time to claim
that it was Hailey
Bieber who shared
the post and wrote
the caption. An Ins-
tagram user wrote,
“Can tell from the
caption its not real-
ly his style of
captions.”
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